








THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 


“ ARCHITECTURE ” and “ THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


VOL. CLXXV NOVEMBER 5, 1948 No. 5516 





THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PAGE 


THE PRESIDENT and Council of the R.I.B.A. have 
asked Cardiff City Council to give careful recon- 
sideration to its decision not to appoint a City 
Architect. 521 


THE CASE for a greater allocation of government 
work being made to architects in private prac- 
tice is presented in an article by Mr. John Swar- 
brick, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., who claims that the work 
so far allocated, although totalling over £20 million 
in value, has benefited only 154 offices—three 
overseas, 12 in London and 139 in England, 
Scotland and Wales. 523 


THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS given by Mr. R. E. 
Enthoven, F.R.1.B.A., to the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, was based on an introduction to the series 
of addresses to be given during the present session. 
The Association, he said, was starting its second 
century at a time of great changes, and the papers 
to be given were intended to cover the various 
problems now facing architects. 525 


A PLAN for the future development of the 
West Midlands area is set forth in a }-million 
word report prepared by Professor Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, M.A., F.R.1.B.A., and Mr. Herbert 
Jackson, F.R.I.B.A., who were appointed joint con- 
sultants for the task by the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning. Five of the main proposals 
are: the redistribution of population and industry; 
improvement of communications; halting urban 
sprawl; improvement of social amenities; and 
special treatment for the Black Country. 533 


A DETAILED REVIEW of building in 1947 is given in 
the Summary Report of the Ministry of Works for 
1947, The Report states that during the year 
licences to a total value of £198,238,000 were 


issued. 


THE CENTRAL LAND BOARD has prepared a pamphlet 
“ House No. 1,” which offers guidance and advice 
to buyers and sellers of sites for building houses. 536 


A REQUEST that the Minister of Works should re- 
lease other and more advanced types of work than 
housing, upon which boys in the Apprentiee-Master 
Scheme can complete their training, has been made 
by Mr. A. J. Chapman, J.P. 536 
THE LoNDON CoUNTY COUNCIL expect to commence 

to erect during 1949 a total of 12,613 dwellings, 

comprising 6,974 flats and 5,639 houses. 537 


BIRMINGHAM CORPORATION have sought and been 
granted powers to protect purchasers of property 
fronting proposed or uncompleted new streets in 
Birmingham from the possibility of paying twice 


for private street works. 539 





SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 


FFACED with a school building programme that has 

__ been envisaged as amounting to a_ thousand 
million pounds over a period of 15 years, and which, 
according to precise estimates, is costing £204 millions 
for 1947 and £32 millions for 1948, the Building 
Industry will view with interest every suggestion that 
may help it to carry out its task with speed and 
efficiency, and the Report of the Technical Working 
Party on School Construction, just published,* is there- 
fore sure of an attentive reception. In general it may 
be described as a development of the ideas put forward 
in the 1945 Post War Building Study No. 2 (Standard 
Construction of Schools), but the passing of the Edu- 
cation Act, the completion of a number of post-war 
schools, and the clearer appreciation of the problems 
of post-war building that actual experience provides, 
a, led to modifications of the earlier proposals in 
etail. 

Nevertheless, the fundamental assumption of the 
P.W.B.S., that school buildings can only be provided 
in sufficient numbers by a marked. extension of the 
spheres of standardisation and prefabrication, remains 
unquestioned. The Working Party do not, indeed, 
advocate the standardisation and prefabrication of 
complete schools, or even of classroom or cloakroom 
units, but they visualise a close mesh of structural 
frame, window, decking and walling components, all 
standardised, factory made, and largely produced 
under bulk purchase orders by loc education 
authorities. They suggest that other important pro- 
grammes, competing for building labour and normal 
materials, will force such a development on the school 
building programme. 

Since the P.W.B.S., however, we have had a good 
deal of experience of prefabrication, particularly in 
house building, and it is perhaps in consequence of 
this experience that the Working Party do not always 
seem to relish the policy they advocate. They even 
compile a formidable list of its disadvantages: it can- 
not be organised without an assured demand over a 
long period; if large or heavy units are required, 
transport, storage and hoisting become difficult; unless 
care is taken to keep down the number of components, 
prefabrication may lead to excessive expense and delay 
and even under favourable circumstances it economises 
in time and in normal building labour and materials 
rather than in cost. On the aesthetic side the dangers 
of monotony and dullness of finish are recognised. It 
can perhaps be added that bulk purchase may promise 
economies, but.may also produce extra cost: the com- 
ponents must stream from the factories at the desired 
rate to avoid a hurried search for extra storage accom- 
modation on the one hand, or expensive delays to the 
job on the other. 

All these disadvantages can be separately overcome; 
but an architect who finds that his solution of a prob- 
lem involves one snag after another will, if he is wise, 
consider whether he is working on the right lines; he 
knows that the best answer has the curious quality of 
producing unlooked-for incidental benefits rather than 
a succession of difficulties. Is it not time to give 
second thoughts to the problem of prefabrication? If 
too much work is chasing too few builders, if the 


* Ministry of Education: Report of the Technical Working Pariy 
on School Construction. H.MS.O., 194. Is. net. 
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normal labour force and ordinary materials are in- 
adequate for the tasks we lay upon them, we can seek 
to redress the balance by creating what is virtually a 
new industry—prefabricated construction. The diffi- 
culties, as we already know, are formidable; the 
rewards uncertain. And yet the alternative solution 
of increasing the normal labour force and the supply 
of normal materials seems to have been tacitly dis- 
missed. 

In thus suggesting that the Working Party’s 
adherence to prefabrication may have been a little too 
facile—and we do not exclude the possibility that they 
may after all be right in advocating this brave new 
prefabricated world that so few want—we do not 
wish to minimise the value of their report, which has 
been accepted in principle by the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. 

Many of its points are most encouraging: the use 
of local materials in conjunction with standard frames, 
the suggestion that a permanent exhibition of school 
building should be established at the Ministry of 
Education, the advice that sites should be planted with 
trees and shrubs at an early stage, and that a per- 
centage of the total cost of the school building should 
be set aside for work by the sculptor and the artist. 
These and many similar points touched on in the 
Report were dealt with in some detail in the R.I.B.A. 
New Schools Handbook and Exhibition, and those of 
our readers who like to ask what that august body is 
doing about this or that may take some comfort from 
this. The R.I.B.A. exhibition, which has now been 
copied, would appear to us to form an excellent 
nucleus for the Ministry's own permanent exhibition. 

Throughout the Report is visible evidence of a 
determination that schools must possess grace and 
individuality and must evoke loyalty and appreciation 
from the child and the community, and yet this is 
combined with a realistic approach towards cost and 
the technical aspects. 

The reader, however, must not expect to find a 
completely worked out system ready for transfer to his 
drawing board. The P.W.B.S. proposed a system of 
square built-up stanchions, and the resulting dimensions 
would not have been suitable either for normal steel 
stanchions or for constructional systems in other 
materials. This defect has been avoided by alterations 
in the method of dimensioning the basic grid. The 8 ft, 
3 in. spacing of the earlier report has also been replaced 
by a 10 ft. structural bay sub-divided into 3 ft. 4 in. 
planning bays with a grid of 3 ft. 4 in. in both direc- 
tions as an alternative suggestion. It is understood that 
a further committee will immediately take up the task 
of developing these more flexible systems in practical 
constructional form. 


INCENTIVES : THE FIRST YEAR 


ON October 20, 1947, the National Joint Council 
agreed on terms of settlhement by which employers 
in the building industry may initiate an incentive 
system of bonus payments on the basis of giving an 
operative of average ability a reasonable opportunity 
to increase his earnings by 20 per cent. Now, twelve 
months after, it is opportune to assess progress. 


Reports which reach us from different parts of the 
country indicate that incentives have come to stay. 
This is not to be taken as meaning that all or even the 
majority of building firms have initiated a system. But 
many of the largest firms have devised schemes which, 
though varying in method, have satisfied them that the 
answer to increased output lies in giving the men an 
opportunity to earn something above the prescribed 
rate. This is as might have been expected; no one 
believes that it is simple to operate a satisfactory 
scheme of bonus payments, and it is the bigger firm, 
with a good costing system and a will to overcome 
the problem, that has taken the lead. The medium and 
smaller firms have made less progress; some because 
they have not accepted the thesis, others because, 
though they might wish to experiment with an incen- 
para they have not the time or knowledge to 

one. 
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Is enough being done for this category of builders, 
We have referred on previous occasions to the need 
for giving such firms help by the production of a 
manual of typical schemes now being operated up and 
down the country. It is not held that a scneme which 
suits one particular firm or a particular job will 
necessarily fit exactly another firm’s ways or business. 
But undoubtedly it should be of the greatest assistance 
to many builders to make available a number of simply 
devised schemes which could be adapted as desired. 


By the 1947 terms of settlement, power is given— 
indeed, the duty was laid upon—the National Joint 
Production Council, of which the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers in a constitutent body, 
“to arrange for a campaign, in which both sides of the 
Industry will jointly co-operate in meetings and pub- 
licity for the purpose of directing the attention of 
building employers and operatives throughout the 
country to the vital need for greater production in the 
interests not only of the Industry but the nation as a 
whole.” What has happened to this Joint Production 
Council? How long since it last met and when will it 
issue a report? 

One matter to which this Council should be giving 
attention seems vita] to the success of incentives; this is 
to establish a datum for a fair day’s work, in other 
words to find “the basis of giving an operative of 
average ability and capacity” the opportunity to add 
20 per cent. to his wages. It is essential that, in the 
not too distant future, this datum be established and it 
is equally important that once fixed the datum should 
not be changed, at least by unilateral action. This is 
undoubtedly the main problem before employers and 
operatives; it is a matter for regret that the first twelve 
months of incentives have not seen greater or more 
energetic steps taken to find the answer. We must 
ape that the next year will be more productive of 
result. 


MOBILE LABOUR FORCE 


‘THE recently published Summary Report for 1947 of 

the Ministry of Works indicates, even from the 
most cursory perusal, the importance and magnitude of 
the work for which the Department is responsible. 
There is, however, one singularly significant omission. 
It concerns the Mobile Labour Force. True, there is 
a paragraph describing the functions and strength of 
this organisation, but there is not one word about the 
cost of the work it undertakes, as compared with normal 
contract building. This is remarkable for two reasons. 
First, when questioned in Parliament in May this year 
on the average cost of permanent houses built by his 
Department’s labour organisation, Mr. Key, the Minis- 
ter, said that the average figure for the six months 
ended March 31, 1948, was £1,777, excluding the cost 
of roads, sewers and other external services. This is 
£477 above the inclusive sum at which private builders 
at that time were permitted to build houses for- sale in 
the provinces, and one might wonder that the Ministry 
has not taken the opportunity oftered by the publica- 
tion of the Report to explain the reasons for so mMgh 
an average cost. Second, in another part of the Report 
dealing with the Contracts Directorate, it is stated that 
“ Effective competition for the supply of goods and ser- 
vices is still regarded as the best method for establishing 
the reasonableness of prices and allocating con- 
tracts. ..«." 


_ If this really is the case, one is entitled to ask how 
it is that the, Ministry so wholeheartedly considers it 
more economical to adopt the competitive system in 
respect of one branch of its work, yet persuades itself 
that there are advantages to be gained by accepting and 
practising a contrary principle, such as that upon which 
the Mobile Labour Force is founded. 

Does the whole explanation lie in the claim that the 
Mobile Labour Force operates only in areas where there 
is a shortage of operatives or other special difficulties? 

Let us have detailed figures showing how the cost of 
the Force’s work is built up. This might go far towards 
relieving rumour that much of this work is unduly 
expensive. ‘ 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Cardiff Asked to Reconsider. 


R ECENTLY the South Wales Institute 
of Architects appointed a deputa- 
tion to wait upon the Public Works and 
Town Planning Committee of Cardiff City 
Council to represent the need for the 
appointment of a City Architect. The 
Committee subsequently made it known 
that it was unable to support the deputa- 
tion’s recommendation 

Now Mr. Michael Waterhouse, M.C.., 
B.A., President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, and the Council of the 
R.1.B.A. have taken up the matter. In 
a letter to the Town Clerk, in which he 
urges that the City Council give the whole 
matter very careful reconsideration, Mr. 
Waterhouse states :— 

“My Council have specially in mind 
the fact that almost all county boroughs 
n the United Kingdom have found it 
necessary, in the interest of the com- 
munities which they control, to appoint 
to their staffs salaried architects in full 
control of all building work. While 
many county boroughs have had such 
irchitects for a long time, others have 
recently found that the great pressure of 
work to-day resulting from housing, the 
provision of schools and other community 
buildings, has necessitated such an 
appointment. I understand that the 
present value of work for which the City 
Council has given approval is approxi- 
mately £4,000,000. My Council are con- 
vinced that such an appointment by the 
City of Cardiff would be in the best in- 
terest of its citizens, who are known 
throughout Great Britain for their civic 
pride, and who, therefore, should be given 
every opportunity to share with other 
cities the benefits to which they are 
entitled. Moreover, they are impressed 
bv the fact that Cardiff is the capital city 
of a Principality, that it has a long tradi- 
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“The Esplanade, Sidmouth,” by D. J. Hinton, on view at the Architectural Association’s exhibition of members’ 
being held at 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1 


tion of fine architecture as represented by 
its magnificent Civic Centre, and that 
recent town planning legislation makes 
possible even greater advancés in civic 
architecture.” 

Cardiff, as Mr. Waterhouse points out, 
has a rich architectural heritage, which 
seems to strengthen the case for the 
appointment of a City Architect. Nearly 
all local authorities of any sizé or im- 
portance have already done so, and it 
can hardly be that Cardiff shares the view 
of the soldier who, when told he was the 
only, man out of step in the battalion, 
replied to the effect that he thought he 
was the only one in step. 


The Parliamentary Programme. 


It is expected that one of the Housing 
Bills to be introduced this session by the 
Minister of Health will provide for the 
improvement of existing dwellings, both in 
town and country, whether by local 
authorities or private owners. This will 
be complementary to the house-building 
programme. It will enable work to be 
resumed on the reconditioning of rural 
workers’ houses, work which has ceased 
since 1945. It will also facilitate the con- 
version of town houses into flats. 

Another Bill will review the rents of 
shared rooms and of houses and flats let 
for the first time since the war. It is 
expected that shared rooms will be 
brought within the scope of the Rent 
Restriction Acts. Rents charged for 
houses and flats let for the first time since 
the war will also be brought under 
control. 

The Bill dealing with national parks is 
based on the recommendations of the 
Hobhouse and Huxley Committees, and 
will provide for 12 national parks for 
England and Wales. 


Shrouds of Moore. 


For the last-few weeks, to pass 
Selfridge’s store in Oxford-street has pro- 
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(See page 526). 


vided many people with a puzzle, for 
there, ensconced between those huge 
columns, stand six almost equally huge 
white draped figures. Before the advent 
of a certain very well-known sculptor 
these would have remained in most minds 
as merely draped figures, but if one had 
sufficient time it would have been amus- 
ing to stand on the — side of the 
street and listen to just how many people 
mentioned the name of Henry Moore as 
they passed. For like a set of Moore's 
sculptures they certainly did look, and it 
clears up one point that has engaged 
attention for some time—that the bold 
lines of modern sculpture can never find 
a sympathetic setting in classical archi- 
tecture. The reverse, of course, does not 
apply; many severely modern buildings 
have been considerably enhanced in 
esthetic value by the introduction of a 
classical sculptural motif. However, there 
these draped figures stand, taking on a 
positively macabre appearance at night, 
but any moment the shrouds may be re- 
moved to reveal, we suspect, mere “ tech- 
nicolour ” figures connected in some way 
with the festival of Christmas. 


“ Batsfords.” 

Few publishers have had such an im- 
portant influence upon the architectural 
profession as “ Batsfords,” and the news 
that the firm has just opened a branch 
in New York will have come as very good 
news to American architects. It will 
undoubtedly become as popular as the 
firm’s London branch in North Audiey- 
street. It was in 1843 that Bradley 
Thomas Batsford opened his bookshop in 
Holborn, and from that date “ Batsfords ” 


have become known in the profession, and , 


to a very wide public outside. as pub- 
lishers of quality books. Their policy 
in this direction has never varied. and a 
Batsford book, whatever its date of pub- 
lication, invariably means a fine book. 
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Architects and Local Politics. 


Mr. Gorpon Tart, F.R.1.B.A., has won 
the by-election for the North St. Giles 
Ward of Holborn. He polled 628 votes 

inst 296 cast for the Labour candidate. 

r. Tait is a partner in the firm of Sir 
John Burnet, Tait and Partners. 

It is satisfactory to note that archi- 
tects are making time for this important 
activity. They have a special contribu- 
tion to make to local government, and the 
pity of it is that so comparatively few 
members of their profession do so. Many 
of the grave errors of taste and policy 
by local councils in matters of amenity, 
of which architects are loud in condem- 
nation, would be avoided to the general 
good if more architects would make the 
sacrifice of their personal time and effort 
involved. 


Mr. Bevan to Address House Builders. 


Mr. ANEURIN BEVAN, Minister of 
Health, will address the annual general 
meeting of the National House Builders’ 
Registration Council to be held on Wed- 
nesday, November 10, at 14, Park-street, 
W.1. The meeting will be at 2.30 p.m. 


A New British Road System. 


Detaits of a new system of British 
roads is given in the Special Road Bill 
which has been formally read a first time 
in the Commons and published by the 
Government. If the Bill is passed, werk 
on the new system will not begin on a 
large scale immediately. Its purpose is to 
reserve special roads for the exclusive use 
of particular traffic; motorways for fast 
traffic, roads for cyclists, horses and carts, 
and even walkers in areas such as the 
proposed National Parks. It is estimated 
that there will be no substantial increase 
in annual expenditure which the Trans- 
port Minister would normally incur in 
road making. 

Once the Minister has confirmed a 
special road scheme the highway authority 
will have powers to “ protect” the route 
and buy up land. Roads which cross the 
route of a special road may be closed 
and owners given compensation, and an 
alternative access. Objections raised by 
interested parties to the stopping-up, 
diversion or alteration of side roads will 
be heard at public local inquiries. 


R.L.B.A. Bronze Medal, Birmingham. 

Tue award of the R.I.B.A. architecture 
bronze medal for the area of the Birming- 
ham~and Five Counties Architectural 
Association has been made to Mr. Robert 
Atkinson, F.R.1.B.A,, for his Barber Insti- 
tute of Fine Arts, Birmingham. The 
presentation ceremony will take place at 
the Barber Institute on November 11 at 
5.30 p.m. The building was illustrated 
in The Builder for August 4, 1939. 


Development at Shoreham and Lancing. 


THE West Sussex County Council sub- 
mitted a part Development Plan to the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
on October 28 for the Shoreham and 
Lancing Beaches area. The plan covers 
an area consisting of 540 acres of land 
where extensive demolition of property 
took place by military authorities during 
the war. This is believed to be the first 
development plan forwarded to the 
Ministry since the Act came into force on 
July 1, and Development Plans (Regula- 
tions), 1948, were published on August 


16 last. Mr. John G. Jefferson, 
M.Inst.C.E., M.T.P.1, is the County 
Planning Officer. 


_Professional Announcements. 


Messrs. Hosss & Sincock, FF.AS., 
recently opened a main office at 28, Hart- 
street, Henley-on-Thames, and Mr. R. J. 
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Enys Sincock has opened a branch office 
in Cornwall, the address being Kennels 
Cottage, Perran-ar-Worthal, Nr. Truro. 
He would be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues, etc., at both offices. 

Mr. S. P. JorDAN, A.R.LB.A., M.S.LA., 
has resigned the post of chief of the 
design section of De La Rue Insulation, 
Ltd., with effect from November 1, an 
wiil in future be in private practice as an 
architect. Mr. Jordan, who is being re- 
tained by the company as design consul- 
tant, will practise from 1, Thurloe-street, 
South Kensington, S.W.7 (tel.: Ken. 
8647), where trade catalogues may be 
sent. 





COMING EVENTS 
Monday, November 8. 


LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(Southern Area).—Speaker, Mr. H. Eccles, 
M.B.E. Zeeta’s Restaurant, Croydon. 
2.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 9. 


LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(South-Eastern Area).— Meeting, Black Horse 
Hotel, Sidcup. 4 p.m. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(CENTRAL AREA No. 5).—** How the L.M.B.A. 
Works,” by Mr. Philip Smallwood. Lambeth 
Town Hall. 2.30 p.m. 

LONDON AND SOUTHERN COUNTIES REGIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
oF RooFiInG ContTRAcTORS.— Luncheon. 
Guest, Mr. H. B. O. Mitchell, who will answer 
questions on the Building Regulations, 1948. 
Connaught Rooms, Great Queen-street, W.C.2. 
12.30 p.m. 

THE LONDON ASSOCIATION OF MASTER 
DecoraTors.—Exhibition of work submitted 


for annual examinations. Holborn Hall, 
Gray’s Inn-road, W.C.1. 7 p.m. (Also 
Wednesday and Thursday, 9.30 a.m. to 


9.30 p.m.; Friday, 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon.) 


INTERNATIONAL HOUSING] AND TOWN 
PLANNING EXHIBITION.—Empire Hall, 
Olympia. 10 a.m. Daily, except Sunday, 


until November 18. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


Wednesday, November 10. 


LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—A.G.M. Speaker, 
Mr. A. Pinion. Derry and Toms Restaurant, 
High-street, Kensington. 1 p.m. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(CENTRAL AREA No. 2).—Dinner, Horse Shoe 
Hotel, Tottenham Court-road, W.C. 7 p.m. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(NoRTHERN AREA).—** Employers’ Liability at 
Common Law,” by Mr. R. G. Thomson, 
A.C.LS. Wilson’s Restaurant, Crouch End, 
N.4. 1 p.m. 

Tue Lonpon Sociery.—‘ London Archi- 
tecture from the Great Fire to the Blitz,” by 
Mr. John Summerson. (Sixth of series.) 
Crosby Hall, Cheyne-walk,$.W.3. 8.30 p.m. 

RoyaL Society oF Arrts.—*‘ Social and 
Economical Aspects of Industrial Design,” by 
R. S. Edwards, Ph.D., A.R.C.S. John Adam- 
street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSING AND TOWN PLAN- 
NING ExHiBITION.—Conference on “ Living in 
Town and Country.” The Conference Room, 
Empire Hall, Olympia. Opening session at 
which thé Rt. Hon. Lewis Silkin, M.P., will 
preside. 2.30 p.m. (Until November 12.) 


Thursday, November 11. 


TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Presidential 
address, by Mr. James W. R. Adams. As- 
sembly Room, Central Hall, Westminster, 
S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 1 

THE INCORPORATED BRITISH INSTITUTE OF 
CARPENTERS.—Sound film and demonstration 
of Wahlide Low Relief Plastic Paint. Queens 
College Chambers, Paradise-street, Birming- 
ham. 7 p.m. 


Friday, November 12. 


THe INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS 
(LONDON AND Home Counties BRANCH).— 
** The Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
with particular reference to Part 6,” by Mr. 
Basil Evans, F.R.I.C.S. St. Ermin’s Hotel, 
Caxton-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 
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R.I.B.A. 
Notes from Council Minutes. 


FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the R.I.B.A. Council Meeting held on 
October 19. 


R.I.B.A. Distinction in Town Planning. 
The Council have conferred the award of 
the R.I.B.A. Distinction in Town Planning 
on the following :—Professor Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie (F), Professor W. G. 
Holford (F), Major T. F. Thomson (L), 
and Mr. O, Weerasinghe (F). 


R.1.B.A. Diploma in Town Planning. 
The Council have awarded the R.I.B.A. 
Diploma in Town Planning to Mr. 
Richard Holtby (A). 

Working Party on _ the Building 
Industry. The following have been ap- 
pointed to serve on the R.I.B.A. com- 
mittee to prepare evidence to be 
submitted by the Institute:—T. Cecil 
Howitt (F), Chairman, D. H. McMorran 
(F), R. . Matthew (A), Andrew 
Rankine (A), and Charles Whitby (F). 

Christmas Holiday Lectures for Boys 
and Girls. Mr. Peter Shepheard (A) has 
been invited to give these lectures during 
the Christmas holiday 1948, and has 
accepted the Council’s invitation. 

Reception 1949. The Council have 
approved a proposal to hold a reception 
at the Institute on Friday, April 29, 1949. 

Post-War Hospital Building Committee. 
The Council approved a recommendation 
to reconstitute the R.I.B.A. Post-War 
Hospital Building Committee with the 
following revised terms of reference: — 
_ (a) To investigate the present position 
in regard to planning for hospital re- 
building. 

(b) To inquire what schemes for 
development are under consideration. 

(c) To collect information as to the 
appointment of architects to Regional 
Hospital Boards and their duties and 
functions and whether architectural staffs 
are being formed. 

(d) To examine generally the position 
of private architects who were previously 
or are still working for hospitals. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, November 4, 1848. 


THE REGENT-STREET COLONNADE.—The 
destruction is complete. One of the most 
striking features of modern London has 
been cut off its face, and a great public 
injury committed to gratify a score of 
persons who fancy they will be indi- 
vidually benefited by the removal of 
the colonnade. Now that the mischief is 
done, some. of our contemporaries are 
raising their voices against it. The Dail) 
News says, “ The poor Quadrant! Has 
no one a kind word to say for it before 
it goes? 

So long as it has been with us, 

Such joys as it has seen with us. 
Shall we part from it without a friendly 
word—a sad, or at least a respectful fare- 
well? There are many amongst us old 
enough to remember what the space now 
covered by the Quadrant was before the 
Prince Regent and the Prince of Archi- 
tects invaded it. The narrow streets, the 
wretched hovels, the dens of infamy (we 
may almost say) that stood upon its 
a aE 

The paper we have quoted calls the 
matter a “job,” and attributes it to the 
* Office of Woods and Forests ” in general 
and their architect in particular. There 1s 
no evidence before us of this fact; all that 
we can reproach them with is weakness 
for listening to illogical representations. 
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ARCHITECTS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE 
The Case for a Greater Allocation of Government Work 


By JOHN SWARBRICK, 
F.S.A., F.R.LB.A. 


ALL is not well with the architectural 
4 profession. This is not surprising. 
The only surprising thing would be if it 
were otherwise. During the war period 
no profession in the country was more 
completely ignored. If work could be 
done by engineers the Ministry of Works 
almost invariably entrusted the commis- 
sions to them, although engineers had to 
employ private architects to assist them. 
This was done, regardless of the fact that 
the engineers had an abundance of heavy 
structural work to do in addition. A few 
outstanding firms of architects were 
specially favoured, but the rest were left 
to hang on to any floating wreckage or 
sink. Many private offices were closed, 
but some managed to survive with a de- 
pleted personnel, some of the partners 
finding their way into Government offices. 

Since the war the restrictions on build- 
ing and the controls of labour and 
materials have made normal subsistence 
almost impossible for the majority of 
practising architects without official 
pega and professional patronage. 
If the restrictions had been designed for 
the purpose of making this class of archi- 
tects as extinct as the dodo, they could 
not have been formulated more effi- 
ciently. No wise man would for a 
moment imagine that any idea so foolish 
ever entered the mind of any member of 
the Government, but no good purpose 
is served by ignoring the facts. Archi- 
tects generally are in complete agreement 
with those who say that building restric- 


tinue one day longer than national policy 
demands, and the architects should be 
told how long they are likely to last. 


Unfortunately, at the present time the 
Ministry of Works are themselves un- 
aware of the seriousness of the predica- 
ment in which the majority of private 
architects are placed. I recently wrote 
to the late Mr. Evan Durbin, the former 
Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry 
of Works, regarding his speech to the 
members of the London Master Builders’ 
Association,’ and expressed the view that 
the sky cannot be the limit in the build- 
ing industry, as he anticipated, when the 
financial crisis has passed, if a sufficient 
number of private architects will not 
be available to do their share of the 
work. He kindly endeavoured to re- 
assure me by stating that the Ministry 
had entrusted work to the value of over 
£20,000,000 to private architects during 
the post-war period. I was not, how- 
ever, told over how many years the con- 
duct of these commissions would extend. 
Judging by the rate of progress on the 
new building for the Board of Trade in 
Whitehall, it is likely, in some cases, 
to be exceedingly slow. Unfortunately, 
as I subsequently ascertained, this work 
had only benefited 154 offices, three over- 
seas, 12 in London and 139 in England, 
Scotland and Wales. To distribute 151 
commissions amongst the 5,000 practis- 
ing architects in this country was only 
to assist just over three per cent. of those 
endeavouring to maintain private offices. 


A small percentage of private archi- 
tects has benefited by work entrusted 
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ber of private architects yed have 
not apparently been ts aked but it 
seems unlikely that the total value of 
the work entrusted to private architects 
has exceeded the £20,000,000 assigned 
for distribution amongst them by the 
Ministry of Works, and it would not 
“appear that the number of offices that 
has benefited has exceeded the 151 that 
participated in the case of the Ministry 
of Works. If this assumption should be 
correct; the total number of firms of prac- 
tising architects in this country which 
benefited from work of this kind would 
probably not substantially exceed six per 
cent. Some firms of practising architects 
have also been employed by the Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning, but the 
number is understood to have been com- 
paratively small. 

This information serves to show how 
imperfectly the Ministries 
nature of the problem and the extent to 
which it affects the welfare of the entire 
building industry. Private architects are 
an essential part of the industry; without 
their services it would cease to function 
as it has hitherto done. The work of 
official architects alone is not sufficient. 
It would be as hopeless to attempt to 
carry on the industry without the co- 
operation of private architects as it would 
be to close all small shops and tell the 
public in future to make all their pur- 
chases at a few large stores. The work 
of practising architects cannot be stan- 
dardised into a few approved patterns 
that can be mass produced in State draw- 
ing offices. Each industry, each site, pro- 
vides a new problem, and the technique 
of solving the problems in each case in- 
volves an almost incredible amount of 
highly specialised experience. This ex- 
perience is of many kinds and depends 
upon the functional requirements of a 


















































tions and controls were necessary at the to them by the local authorities. The ; | ; 
outset, but these things must not con- precise extent of this work and the num- great variety of enterprises. Even if 
APPROXIMATE ALLOCATION OF WORK IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY FROM MAY 9, 1945, TO 
DECEMBER 31, 1946, FROM THE LATEST FIGURES OBTAINABLE IN RESPECT OF LICENSED WORK* 
Li s | Designed and Designed and | Desi id Designed and 25 per cent. 75 per cent 
| iaued capermaas samrdeed ty pen ned 9 = supervised by Designed and Designed and 
| between consulting architects | Official architects practising supervised by supervised by 
| May 9, 1945, | engineers, architects ) well-known prac-) practising archi- 
| and Dec. 31,/ commercial struc- | ltising architects} tects not well 
1946. ural engineers or (Total number (Total number (Total number | (Total number known (Total 
| other companies about 12,000) about 7,000) about 5,000) | about 1,250) number about 
| Class A 3,750) Class B 
| | ] | 
£ ool of lise st | % £ | % | £ 4 6 eet £ 
Factories, works, industrial! 176,193,000} 90 |158,573,700| 10 | °17,619,300) 8 | 14,095,440 (2 | 3,523,860) 1 1,761,930} 1 | 1,761,930 
premisés, shops and com-| ee “<4 ‘eee 
mercial premises } 
Docks, fcr oo storage; 7,180,000! 95 | 6,821,000; 5 | 359,000) 4 287,200; 1 Hes 0.5 | 35,900} 0.5 35,900 
and depots Be 
Farms oe agricultural! 12,139,000 90 | 10,925,100) 10 | 1,213,900) 971,120; 2 242,780; 1 121,390} 1 121,390 
remises | ! | 
Hospitals and schools ..| 6,491,000) 10 649,100) 90 | 5,841,900) 85 5,517,350} 5 324,550} 2.5{ 162,275) 2.5 162,275 
War damage repairs other, 27,387,000) 50 | 13,693,500) 50 | 13,693,500) 40 | 10,954,800} 10 | 2,738,700; 5 | 1,369,350) 5 | 1,369,350 
than houses 
War damage repairs to occu-! 12,289,000) 60 | 7,373,400) 40 4,915,600} 20 | 2,457,800; 20 | spice: 10 | 1,228,900) 10 | 1,228,900 
ied houses 
ocean repairs and altera-| 15,567,000) 60 | 9,340,200) 40 | 6,226,800) 20 | 3,113,400} 20 3,113,400) 10 1,556,700 10 | 1,556,700 
o— od ——, a) | | | | | 
ats and other dwellings) | 
Miscellaneous works " 13,502,000 70 9,451,400} 30 | 4,050,600) 20 2,700,400 10 | 1,350,200; 5 | 675,100) 5 675,100 
'270,748,000, 216,826,200) 53,920,600 40,097,510! 13,823,090) 6,91 1,545) $6,911,545 
for which Ministry of Works licences 


* It should be noted ‘that this chart re- 
lates only to building work, in respect of 
which licences were issued by _ the 
Ministry of Works. 

In addition, the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning and local authori- 
ties carried out a vast amount of build- 
ing work for which Ministry of Works 
licences were not required. This work, 
unfortunately, did not benefit more than 
a very small percentage of architects in 
private practice. In the case of the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning, 
it is understood that the services of com- 


paratively few firms of private architects 
have been required. From the particu- 
lars supplied by the late Mr. Evan Dur- 
bin, I ascertained that only 151 firms in 
this country benefited by the unlicensed 
work costing over £20,000,000 assigned to 
private offices by the Ministry of Works. 
It is doubtful whether the work offered 
to practising architects by the local 
authorities has amounted to so much. 
Probably not more than six per cent. of 
the practising architects in this country 
have been assisted to maintain their 
private offices by the distribution of work 








re not required. Moreover, it should 
pointed out that the sum of 
£20,000,000 relates to the entire post-war 
period and not to that under considera- 
tion in the above schedule. 


t Average per head for 20 months, 
£5,529. 

Average per head for 12 months, 
£3,317. 

t Average per head for 20 months, 

Average per head for 12 months, 


£1,105. 
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there can be standardised patterns of 
small houses, block dwellings and cer- 
tain types of school buildings, the 
problems that arise in connection with 
the erection of banks, insurance offices, 
business premises, industrial structures of 
a great variety of types, research labora- 
tories, large hospitals, institutional and 
religious buildings—only to mention a 
few—are a vastly different matter. Yet 
these are, with the exception of hospitals, 
the types of buildings for which there is 
a low degree of priority, although with- 
out such buildings no community can 
flourish, if, in fact, it can continue to 
survive. 

After the war, practising architects 
were kept busy for a time dealing with 
war damage claims, derequisitioning 
claims and schemes of forward plan- 
ning for new buildings that it was 
assumed might be erected at a compara- 
tively early date. Now the staffs of the 
War Damage Commission and the In- 
land Revenue Valuation Department are 
able to cope with most of this work with- 
out external assistance, and the bodies 
that authorised forward planning are 
hesitating to permit further work to be 
done in respect of structures that they 
imagine may not be erected in the life- 
time of their architects. These sources 
of income have, therefore, ceased, or are 
about to cease, in most cases. 

The consequence is that, at the pre- 
sent time, about three-quarters of the 
practising architects are tempted to aban- 
don their practices, owing to their un- 
remunerative nature and the apparent 
hopelessness of the future. The majority 
assumes that the Government will not 
realise the danger until it will be too 
late. Many private architects have 
already closed their offices. Some have 
one overseas, some are now engaged in 
arming, and one is selling soap. More- 
over, the rate of depletion is rapidly in- 
creasing. The trouble is that private 
architects are, in most cases, far too 
proud to confess how seriously their 
financial embarrassments are increasing. 
Being unaccustomed to squeal, they 
would rather fade silently out of the pic- 
ture than have to make any humiliating 
admissions, even to their most trusted 
colleagues. 

It must not be forgotten that it takes 
a young man or woman five years to 
pass through the recognised architectural 
schools of the universities, and that, even 
then, a vast amount of technical and 
legal experience has to be acquired. An 
Associate of the R.I.B.A. has to prac- 
tise seven years before he can apply 
for admission to the class of Fellows. 
Then he has to submit evidence that may 
not pass the accepted standard. Many 
Associates never aspire to apply for ad- 
mission to the Fellowship class. 

Unless special steps are taken imme- 
diately, there appears to be every pros- 
pect that, when “the sky should become 
the limit,” as the late Mr. Evan Durbin 
anticipated, about three-quarters of the 
private architects may have found some 
other kind of work to do. If this should 
be the case the result would be deplor- 
able, as hopeless disorganisation of the 
entire building industry would doubtléés 
ensue. 

It is possible that the Government may 
not be fully convinced of the gravity of 
the situation until the facts regarding 
the allocation of work amongst architects 
have been considered. but so far the 
Ministry of Works have not attempted to 
show how the allocation takes place. 
Their failure to investigate this most im- 
portant branch of their work is apparently 

cause of the misguided optimism of 
the chief officers of the Ministry. In 
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order to assist, I have prepared the sche- 
dule on page 523, based upon the latest 
figures that the power g's have published 
in respect of the work for which licences 
have been issued by them. It is stated 
that some months may elapse before 
later figures will appear in the next offi- 
cial blue book. The percentages have 
had necessarily to be estimated. The 
ee could, however, ascertain the 
actual figures if they would insist on the 
necessary information being supplied in 
respect of each licence granted. Care 
would, nevertheless, have to be taken to 
ascertain whether the practising archi- 
tect signing the application in each case 
was being entrusted with the designing 
and supervision of the work. Some 
private architects are employed solely to 
obtain licences for work in which they 
have no further interest. 

From this chart, it will be observed 
that the total number of official and 
practising architects is assumed to be 
12,000. Although there are just over 
15,000 architects on the Register, only 
about 12,000 of them practise in the 
United Kingdom. It would appear that 
the amount of licensed building work 
done, on the average, by each well-known 
private architect in Class A, during the 
period in question, amounted to only 
£3,317. In Class B, containing 3,750 
practising architects who were not well 
known, the amount of licensed building 
work received, on the average, worked 
out at £1,105 per head. It was fortunate 
that, during this period, some architects 
had then other work to do than super- 
vising the erection of new _ buildings. 
Now much of that supplementary work 
is disappearing, if, in fact, it has not 
already gone. 

If an architect’s commission, in respect 
of licensed building work, may be taken 
as six per cent., each architect in Class B 
apparently received on the average 
£66 6s. during 12 months. As only about 
30 per cent. of the commission can be 
regarded as clear profit, it would appear 
that each architect in Class B earned on 
the average £19 17s. 9d. or about £20 for 
12 months’ licensed building work. Such 
is the reason for there being a growing 
depletion of the numbers of lesser known 
architects. Yet a large number of 
these men and women is the main hope 
for the profession in the future, as it 
includes some of the most promising 
young architects, trained in the recog- 
nised University Schools. It is the loss 
of the 75 per cent. of the prac.3ing archi- 
tects in Class B that is mox< greatly to 
be feared. 

In view of the vast schemes of indus- 
trial and social reconstruction, upon 
which members of the Government are 
now engaged, it is difficult to imagine 
that they are incapable of making exist- 
ence possible for about 5,000 practising 
architects. The architectural societies 
have not the knowledge of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer regarding our 
national resources, and consequently the 
remedy must depend upon his judgment. 
The members of the profession can, 
nevertheless, suggest possible courses of 
action for consideration. In view of the 
circumstances, it is hoped that the Chan- 
cellor will agree that some remedy 
should, if possible, be found. 

One possible course of action was re- 
ferred to by Mr. Durbin, who told me 
that, following a recommendation of the 
Architects’ Panel of the Technical Per- 
sonnel Committee, the Ministry of 
Labour have advised all Government De- 
partments and local authorities to adopt 
the policy of the Ministry of Works in 
allocating employment to architects in 
private practice. Recommendation from 
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a Ministry is, however, not equivalent to 
an instruction from the Government. |: 
is quite possible that some Government 
Departments and local authorities may 
not be disposed to accept the advice of 
the Ministry of Labour. Even if they 
should accept it,- they may apply the 
principle in an anemic form that may in 
practice amount to nothing of real value. 
There should at least be a definite in- 
struction from the Government that some 
percentage of architectural work should 
be assigned for allocation amongst 
private architects in such a way as to 
assist the greatest number possible. It 
is quite possible that a small percentage 
of the work available, so small as to 
have little effect on the work of official 
architects, would be sufficient to check 
depletion of the ranks of those practising 
privately. 

The official view of the Ministry of 
Works is expressed in a letter that I re- 
cently received, containing the following 
statement, authorised by Mr. Durbin. 
“ The value of building work licensed by 
the Ministry this year alone has risen 
from £8,888,000 in January’ to 
£21,406,000 in April and £23,024,000 in 
June, and it would appear, therefore, 
that even in present conditions there must 
be a substantial amount of work avail- 
able for the private architect.” If there 
should be an average of £23,000,000, in 
respect of licensed building work for 
every month of the year, which presum- 
ably cannot be the case, the total for 
the current year would only be 
£276,000,000. The total for the 20 
months covered by my chart was 
£270,748,000 for 20 months, or 
£162,348,800 for 12 months. If it had 
been twice as much for 12 months, 
each architect in Class B would only 
have earned on the average about £40 
profit for one year’s work, according to 
the apportionment. For the current 
year ,it may, therefore, be assumed that 
the profit will not be so much. 

It must not be forgotten that the work 
of practising architects should be re- 
garded as constituting Operation No. 1} 
on the production line in the building 
industry. It is common knowledge that, 
if Machine No. f on the production 
band should be allowed to get out of 
order in any modern factory, the out- 
put as a whole would be brought to a 
standstill. Besides, every works manager 
knows that when production has been 
stopped for any reason the utmost care 
has to be taken to keep the whole of the 
plant and machines in working order if 
they are ever to be used again. It is for 
this reason that chaos in the building 
industry may be anticipated when the 
financial crisis has been- passed, if imme- 
diate steps are not taken to make sub- 
sistence possible for architects in private 
practice generally. 


OBITUARY 
Percy Smith, R.D.I. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Percy John Delf Smith, the typographical 
designer. He was 66. ‘His interest in 
art began with painting and etching, and 
in the 1914-18 war he produced a series 
of seven etchings, “ The Dance of Death, 
which will be remembered for its imagina- 
tive qualities. His belief that the artist 
had a contribution to make through let- 
tering led him increasingly in the direc- 
tion of typography and lettering, and his 
work here included the lettering for the 
11,700 names on the Canadian War Mem- 
orial at Vimy Ridge and work at London 
County Hall, Broadcasting House, the 
National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, and 
the R.I.B.A. headquarters, Portland-place. 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


BY MR. ENTHOVEN 


AND PRESENTATION 


TO MR. HOWARD ROBERTSON 


\ MEETING of the Architectural 

Association was held on October 27 
at 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1, when Mr. 
R. E. Enthoven, F.R.1.B.A., delivered his 
Presidential Address. A Vice-President 
of the Association, Mr. Henry Braddock, 
occupied the chair. 

Before delivering his address, the 
PRESIDENT, on behalf of the Association, 
presented, “ with the most grateful thanks 
of the Association,” a large glass bowl to 
his immediate predecessor in office, Mr. 
Howard Robertson. It was engraved 
with the words: “In Memory of the 
Architectural Association’s Centenary, 
1847-1947, Howard Robertson, Presi- 
dent.” A bouquet of flowers was at the 
same time given to Mrs. Robertson. 

Mr. HowarD ROBERTSON said the 
presentation was truly a surprise, and it 
was particularly ill-merited. He had been 
honoured by being asked to be President 
during the centenary year. If he might 
make one remark, he always felt that past- 
presidents—there were many present that 
night—were like the governors on the 
steam engine. They were there to reduce 
the revolution. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
The formal business of the evening was 


then transacted, and the President’s 
address followed. This was concerned 
with immediate problems, and was an 


introduction to the series of addresses to 
be given during the present session. The 
Association, he said, was starting its 
second century at a time of great 
changes. and the papers to be given were 
intended to cover the various problems 
now facing architects. Those problems 


“A Rail Station,” a ink and wash drawing 
way n,” a pen, - 


bore little resemblance to the ones tackled 
by the Architectural Association’s foun- 
ders, but they needed to be faced with the 
same clarity of vision. The main concern 
of the Association had always been the 
improvement of architecture by raising 
the standard of architectural education: 
should their school review its methods in 
laying foundations for the architectural 
careers now to be expected? Was its 
present system appropriate to our times? 
This vital subject would be handled by 
Mr. Gordon Brown (the Principal of the 
A.A. School) at the Association’s next 
meeting. Was it possible for any student 
to take a subject of the scale favoured 
by L’Ecole des Beaux Arts, work it out in 
a contemporary manner with full construc- 
tional and technical detail and still keep 
his sanity? Could the training offered 
become less metropolitan and more 
closely related to the landscape on which 
a considerable proportion of their build- 
ings would be erected? How could the 
practical training scheme be improved in 
spite of the restrictions on materials and 
labour? How could the benefits of foreign 
travel be obtained in the light of 
currency regulations and increase in living 
costs? 


While leaving the subject of education 
to Mr. Gordon Brown, he (the President) 
would like to stress the importance of 
simplification and selectivity. As horizons 
widened architects tended more and more 
to chase after factual detail, unaware that 
in the process they might be cutting them- 
selves off from deeper realities. They 
should avoid trying to keep themselves 
au fait with too much data. For example, 
was it possible to digest the whole con- 
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tents of the 250 current periodicals deal- 
ing broadly with architectural matters? 
They must rely on the R.LB.A. library, 
and other such libraries, to sift and sort 
with architectural discrimination all the 
information published. In the school 
course the problem was to avoid letting 
the energy and concentration needed for 
mastering the technical requirements rob 
the mind of the genuine tion of 
ideas. This consideration brought up the 
problem of examinations: it was easy to 
test factual memory but it was difficult 
to assess the capacity for reflection and 
i ndent judgment. Keepi —— to 
the fore the importance of confining the 
actual training to basic essentials would 
help against the current temptation to peel 

prematurely into Town Planning, 
Landscape Architecture, and so on. The 
Association was to specialist 
training in different fields at an early age. 


Professional Qualifications. 


Passing from architectural training to 
profession! qualifications, the President 
said that we had recently been reminded 
that there were about 12,500 students now 
training. Of the 9,500 likely to qualify 
just over one-third would come from 
recognised schools. This fact would come 
as a surprise to those under the impres- 
sion that the pupilage system had given 
way to school training, and that the ex- 
ternal method was obsolete except for a 
few individual instances. If the number 
of effective architects in this country was 
to be doubled during the next five or six 
years it was important that the intake 
should be related to the bulk of building 
work likely to be sanctioned by the 
Ministries rather than to any estimate of 
public needs. As to the jobs awaiting 
those who completed their training, there 
was at the moment a problem in private 
offices due to lack of balance between the 
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salaries expected by the newly trained 
students and the fees received by their 
a tae It was a case where sym- 
pathy was due to both sides. 

Speaking of official appointments, the 
President said that with the changes in 
our political and economic structure it 
was unavoidable that there should be an 
increase in the number of posts available 
in Government offices of various kinds. 
Here, however brilliant the members of a 
staff might be individually, there was 
always a tendency for the buildings 
turned otit by large departments to be 
decent but boring. They did not rank as 
fine buildings. This happened when the 
architect-turned-administrator at the top 
allowed a design to be carried out as a 
synthesis of many individual contributions 
instead of as the co-ordinated team work 
of a group. In this official work some 
measure of decentralisation might be 
advantageous. Where the volume of work 
varied greatly it could not be advan- 
tageous for a large office to be staffed to 
its maximum, nor for it to be continually 
taking on and dismissing employees. In 
many instances the hard core of the work 
could well be handled by the permanent 
staff and the peak loads transferred to 
selected private firms. In letting such 
work one tendency to guard against was 
that of seeking only those firms who had 
carried out similar building types in the 
past. The architect who had shown basic 
ability in design and construction should 
be given a chance whenever the building 
was not of a highly specialist nature. 


The Public and the Visual Arts. 

From the education of the architect the 

President turned to that of the client. The 
change from private patron to committee 
client was not always so marked as might 
appear on the surface because the work of 
committees and councils was often chan- 
nelled through individuals; but these were 
unlikely to have the basic understanding 
and discrimination of art possessed by the 
aforetime aristocratic patron; nor were 
they like the client guinea pig on whom 
sO many experiments of the modern 
movement had been carried out. Any 
move on the part of the R.I.B.A. to aid 
in the education of the public apprecia- 
tion of good building would have the 
A.A.’s active support, and already a wel- 
come increase of public interest in the 
visual arts was showing itself. 
_ The President continued: To-day there 
is a divergence of opinion as to whether 
we are in a power dive from which we 
have little hope of pulling out however 
wildly we clutch at the controls, or 
whether we are making good progress 
along our road; sometimes being halted 
where bridges are down, for to go 
bumping and skidding along tortuous 
deviations, but on the whole forging 
ahead. I lean towards this latter view. 
Practice to-day is admittedly swaddled in 
restrictions; we have tightened our waists 
and cannot yet lengthen our skirts. But 
all our changes are not due to the war; 
let me quote from one of our Presidential 
prophets: “The future will be one of 
bureaucracy, officialdom, forms, papers, 
warrants, rules, regulations, by-laws and 
inventories. Farewell to all freedom and 
prepare to welcome rigorous discipline. 
Art will be guided from Whitehall.” That 
was said in this room by Mr. Lovett Gill 
in 1933, 15 years ago. The symptoms 
were already here. The day must come, 
however, when the architect will once 
again work out his solutions to fit broad 
terms of reference with regard to require- 
ments and cost, unhampered by the un- 
avoidable technical regulations of to-day. 
At the moment so much seems to be on 
the lap of the Ministry of Works. 
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The Architect as Planner. 


The bigger aspects of the architect as 
planner would be discussed, said the 
President, by Mr. Rowland Pierce, whose 
field would no doubt be far wider than 
town planning, although he would no 
doubt touch on the passing of the Town 
and Country Planning Act. The full im- 
plications of this Act could not yet be 
generally appreciated; but it was a funda- 
mentally bold conception by means of 
which broad planning might be carried 
out and financed in a way which was 
basically fair. : 

As to the immediate future the picture 
was not so austere aS was sometimes 
painted. The proposed development of 
the south bank and the 1951 Exhibition 
gave rise to high hopes. Architects had 
now the opportunity to show that they 
could design exhibitions interesting in 
themselves, displaying but not swamping 
the exhibits. Should sculpture be in- 
cluded, let architects and sculptors com- 
bine to give unity of conception, not act- 
ing, as our monuments sometimes sug- 
gested, each one as a counter-irritant to 
the other. 

Progress was being made on new towns, 
and it seemed likely that much develop- 
ment would be carried out in the Empire 
overseas. Members of the Architectural 
Association had established offices in the 
West Indies and others in Africa. There 
was a fine opportunity for architects to 
put into practice the principles they had 
learned in the school, free from stylistic 
inhibitions, rights of light and the like, 
and where the much favotred white ex- 
terior had a reflecting function, and was 
not just a quixotic gesture against grime. 
In the past it appeared to have been left 
to contractors’ missions to explore the 
building possibilities of new lands; should 
it not rather be for architects’ missions 
to co-operate with the Colonial Office as 
pioneer wvlanners? In days gone by 
students had turned to Evropean coun- 
tries for experience: but we looked 
forward to the day when, difficulties of 
transport costs having been overcome, 
Africa also might provide a valuable 
training ground. But he did not advocate 
shipving off our best material to become 
architectural missionaries among primitive 
races. Architects trained at the A.A. had 
many functions to rerform, but first to 
inflnence the standard of work within the 
British Isles. 


Discussion. 

The PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE 
(Mr. WATERHOUSE) opened the discussion. 
He said that architecture was a business, 
and clients would not regard the architect 
as satisfactory unless he was businesslike. 
The builder must have good drawings, 
and at the right time, if he was to do his 
job. Mr. Enthoven had referred to the 
basic essentials of architectural education. 
It was not possible to give students more 
than the basic elements. Into those basic 
elements town planning had been intro- 
duced, and in this there was a legal and 
administrative side as well as an art side. 
All of these must be grasped by the 
architect if he was to give his client satis- 
faction. Mr. Enthoven had also said that 
the amount of work available for archi- 
tects was regulated by the amount of 
work that builders could do: this again 
was regulated by the quantity of materials 
and the number of men in the industry. 

THe Hon. HUMPHREY PAKINGTON said 
the point nearest his heart in the address 
was the insistence on a liberal education 
as an absolute necessity for architects; and 
it was tremendously important to educate 
not only the architect but the client also. 

Mr. GOODHART-RENDEL said this was a 
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difficult age. Conditions were perhaps 
changing a little more than they had 
always changed. Architects had to 
produce a new art and a new philosophy 
out of the modern conditions. 


* Mr. GorRDON BROWN said he wished 
architects would define exactly what they 
thought an architectural student should 
do. If quality was wanted in the work 
there must be a drastic reduction in the 
amount students had to cover in the time. 
Hence it was impossible for them to do 
town planning. 


A.A. MEMBERS’ 


EXHIBITION 
WIDE RANGE OF SKETCHES 


AN exhibition of members’ sketches is 
now being held at the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, Bedford-square. Many - interest- 
ing drawings are to be seen on varied 
subjects and in a wide range of mediums. 
Naturally, architectural subjects pre- 
dominate, the somewhat older works 
being more popular, no doubt because 
weathering and age have combined to 
make them pleasingly colourful, apart 
from the fact that usually they are in- 
variably set in matured surroundings. 
Some free landscapes are also exhibited. 

Among the water colours mention must 
be made of “ Marazion” (No. 3), by 
J. V. Nisbet; it is a low key of colour, 
handled with surety of touch. No. 27, “ St. 
Andrews, Fife,’ by W. Grimmond, 
appears to be the ruins of a castle on a 
rocky seashore. The drawing is broadly 
handled, good in colour and perspective, 
and the figures are unusually well exe- 
cuted. No. 29, “Borrodale, Arisaig,” 
by J. Brandon Jones, is in quiet colour 
with the added interest that the house 
was designed in 1864 by Philip Webb, an 
architect of considerable note in his time. 
No. 47, “Black Heath, Cornwall,” by 
Norman Westwood, jis a coast scene, a 
free and unlaboured study with fine cloud 
effect. No. 56, “Great Claydon,” by 
Andrew Carden, offers a sunny little 
sketch in pen, ink and colour wash, while 
No. 61, “ The Esplanade, Sidmouth,” by 
D. J. Hinton, is a careful elevational 
drawing in ink colour of three charming 
old houses which make an arresting com- 
position. aie 

No. 62, “Dock Scene,” by Marjorie 
Hitchisson, shows a steamer in dock, a 
difficult subject, with the vessel fore- 
shortened and the shed in excellent pers- 
pective. This is a most commendable 
effort. No. 69, “ The Square, Cadgwith, 
by an old-timer, P. J. Westwood, is a fine 
subject, boldly drawn in charcoal, but 
somewhat lacking in distance. : 

“Basts Grundesburg” (No. 68) 1s 
A. B. Knapp-Fisher’s impression in colour 
of an old half-timbered house with barn 
adjoining, while No. 4, “ A Railway Sta- 
tion.” by T. A. Greeves, is a pen, ink and 
wash drawing ably depicting the long. 
dark shadows in the foreground which 
enhance the value of lights on the build- 
ings. “ Pocock’s Yard, Rotherhithe ” (No. 
2), by Julian Leathart, is indeed a pic- 
turesque subject in sepia, although some 
figures would have given life to the sub- 
ject. No. 81—no title—by John Ambrose. 
shows a block of old buildings in black 
and white wash, dramatically drawn, while 
No. 82. “View at Maldon, Essex,” by 
T. A. Greeves, an old church, with ship- 
ping in the foreground, is a good pen 
drawing, the most difficult medium and 
seldom used to-day on that account. — 

The above-mentioned are but a few of 
the many excellent sketches numbering 
some 119. They will be on view until 
November 19. 
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View from the South. 


COWES SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL 


for the Isle of Wight County Council 
SYDNEY GREGSON, F.R.LB.A., LATELY COUNTY ARCHITECT 
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Ground-floor plan and site plan. 
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first portion of this Secondary 
Modern School, at Northwood Park, 
Cowes, Isle of Wight, was opened by the 
Minister of Education on June 12 last 
It accommodates 320 boys and girls. The 


‘construction of the building shell cop- 


sists of steel frames at 8 ft. bay spacing 
upon reinforced concrete foundations. 
The stanchions consist of two 4 in. by 
2 in. steel channels “plated together, 
covered externally with 4 in. sheets of 
steel trim and internally by Celotex or 
boarding. Cavity walling is of concrete 
block and local hand-made bricks, the 
lower portions of walls being faced with 
special ribbed concrete blocks treated 
with two coats of “Unistuc” liquid 
stone. 

Internal partitions are of fine concrete 
blocks or timber studding, with Celotex 
facing. Partitions between classrooms 
and corridors are of steel, the upper part 
being glazed and the lower part insulated 
with glass wool. Pitched roofs are 
covered with “ Super Six ” corrugated as- 
bestos sheets, sprayed with two coats 
of green liquid surface tinter, and fixed 
direct to steel purlins and trusses with 
Celotex ceilings. Patent glazing is pro- 
vided to the roofs of the classrooms to 
obtain the daylight factor. 


Flat roofs are constructed of 5 in. thick 
Handcraft asbestos decking, reinforced 
and screeded with fine concrete, covered 
with 3 in. of asphalt and treated with two 
coats of “ Snowcem” to deflect the rays 
of the sun. Floors of teaching rooms, 
staff rooms, etc., are of “ Colourphalt,” 
34 im thick. The remainder of floors are 
in “ Steelcrete.” The premises are wired 
for electric light throughout, with fluore- 
scent daylight fittings in practical rooms 
and simple enclosed pendants in other 
rooms. Heating is provided by means of 
radiators and pipes from a low-pressure 
hot-water installation. 


Mr. Sydney Gregson, F.R.ILB.A., lately 
County Architect to the Isle of Wight 
C.C., who designed the school, takes up 
his new appointment as Cornwall County 
Architect this month. 

The quantity surveyors were Messrs. 
Harris and Porter, of Newport, I.0.W. 
and London, and the consulting en- 
gineers, Messrs. E. Wingfield-Bowles and 
Partners, of Westminster. The general 
contractors were Messrs. Frank Batty 
and Smith Ltd., of Ryde and London. 


Sub-contractors were:—ribbed and 
concrete blocks, J. Warder and Son; 
bricks, Island Bricks Ltd.; heating and 
domestic hot water installations, H. F. 
Coombes Ltd.; electrical installation, 
D. Alldridge; metal windows and par- 
titions, the West Bromwich Casement and 
Engineering Co. Ltd.; roofing, ‘Travis 
and Arnold; sanitary fittings. Adams¢z 
Ltd.; cloakroom equipment, Cloakroom 
Equipment Ltd.; “ Colourphalt” floors. 
the Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co. Ltd.; “Resmat” paving to play- 
grounds, W. F. Rees Ltd.; 35 mm. film 
projector and equipment, presented by 
Island Theatres Ltd.; door furniture, 
James Gibbons Ltd.; fitted furniture. 
H. W. Morey and Sons Ltd.; movable 
furniture, the Educational Supply As 
sociation Ltd., Cox and Co. Ltd., the 
Buoyant Upholstery Co. Ltd. and H. W. 
More a Sons Ltd.; teachers’ desks 
and children’s lockers, Alex Sharp Ltd. 
pressed steel cabinets, J. S. White Ltd.; 
entrance gates, Lockerbie and Wilkinson 
Ltd.; and paint, the Atlas Preservative Co. 
Ltd. and the Walpamur Co. Ltd. 
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Front elevation, showing office block. Below: Detail of main entrance. 


A FACTORY ON THE SWANSEA TRADING ESTATE 





SYDNEY CLOUGH, SON AND 
PARTNERS, F. and A.R.1.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 





THis clothing factory, which was 

designed for Messrs. Windsmoor, 
Ltd., by Messrs. Sydney Clough, Son 
and Partners, F. and A.R.1.B.A., is one 
of the few designed by architects in 
private practice on the new Swansea 
Trading Estate at  Fforestfach, 
Glamorganshire. The Trading Estate 
is part of the scheme for the develop- 
ment of industry in the depressed 
areas. Whereas the Swansea district 
was formerly concerned with heavy 
industry, a considerable number of 
clothing and light metal industries 
have in recent times been attracted to 
the area. 


The Windsmoor factory has a work- 
ing floar space of over 30,000 sq. ft., 
in addition to office accommodation, 
canteen, kitchen, boiler house, and 
garages for vans and cars. 


Owing to the sloping nature of the 
site, extensive excavating and making- 
up of ground was necessary. All the 
buildings are steel framed with 11-in. 
cavity brick walls. The roof and first 
floor to the office block are of hollow- 
tile construction. The floor finish 
throughout the main building is Jarrah 
wood block. 


The general contractors for the 
building were Messrs. Dowsett Engi- 
neering and Construction, Ltd. 


The principal sub-contractors were: 
sanitary fittings, Associated Clay In- 
dustries, Ltd.; insulation board and 
fixing, John Bland and Co., Ltd.; 
asbestos roofing, Turners Asbestos 
Cement Co., Lid.; metal windows, 
Brunswick Metal Casement and Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd.; specialist reinforced 
concrete and hollow-tile floors, Cax- 
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ton Floors, Ltd.; ironmongery, Comyn 
Ching and Co.; reconstructed stone, 
Crosby Stone Co.; special decorations, 
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W. H. Heywood and Co., Ltd.; wood 
block flooring, Messrs. Horsley Smith 
and Co. (Hayes), Ltd.; heating engi- 
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son and Sons, Ltd.; staircase handrail, 
William Pickford, Ltd.; steelwork. 
Rees and Kirby; steel and glazed par- 
















































































































































































































Decorative Crafts, Ltd.; terrazzo, neers and contractors, John Legg and titions, Roneo, Ltd.; and roller 
Fenning and Co., Ltd.; patent glazing, Co.; doors and veneers, Wm. Mallin- shutters, Shutter Contractors. 
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THE WEST MIDLANDS PLAN 


JOINT CONSULTANTS’ REPORT 

A PLAN for the future development 
*™ of the West Midlands, comparable in 
scope and importance to the Abercrombie 
Plan for Greater London, has now been 
drawn up. This new West Midlands 
Plan, which covers the areas of Warwick- 
shire, Worcestershire and South Stafford- 
shire, is in the main the work of Professor 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie, M.A., 
F.R.LB.A., P.P.T.P.1., and Mr. Herbert 
Jackson, F.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.1., who 
were appointed Joint Consultants in this 
venture by the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning as a result of discus- 
sions with local authorities in the West 
Midlands. The plan has now been sub- 
mitted to the various local authorities 
concerned for their comments. It will 
provide them with underlying principles 
and extensive information to guide them 
in drawing up the future development 
plans for their particular districts. An 
immense document, running to some } 
million words, it analyses in great detail 
the physical features, population trends 
and economic, industrial and_ social 
features of the whole West Midlands 
region. 
“ Population Cannot he Kept Static.” 

Certain basic assumptions have been 
made on which the plan is built. One of 
these is that the population of the region 
as a whole cannot be kept static at to-day’s 
figure. Before the war the population of 
the West Midlands was steadily growing, 
not only by natural increase, but also 
because the region attracted considerable 
numbers from other parts of the country. 
The authors of the plan pointed out that 
four or five years will elapse before any 
effective measures can be taken to check 
or reverse the inward flow of people. 
They admit that this assumption may 
come as a shock to those who believe 
there should be no further growth in the 
population of the region, but they em- 
phasise that the alternative to making the 
assumption is the adoption of measures 
which would be too stringent to be ac- 
ceptable, and a housing policy which 
would have the effect of differentiating 
unfairly between one region and another. 
So for purposes of calculation the popu- 
lation of the region for 1962 is taken to 
be the population figure of to-day plus the 
natural increase plus an_ incredse 
equivalent to the influx which took place 
in the five years between 1934 and 1939. 

The plan deals at some length with the 
problem of what are acceptable densities 
of population. The acreage devoted to 
people’s houses or to open Pe will, of 
course, vary according to nature of 
the area, but the two extremes for the 
region given in the plan are that of open 
development density and that for high 
density central areas. For open develop- 
ment a standard of 333 acres of residential 
area and 70 acres of open space, ex- 
clusive of school playing fields, per 
10,000 persons is adopted. For central 
areas the standard is 83 acres of resi- 
dential area per 10,000 persons and 40 
acres of open space, again excluding 
school playin elds and the sports 
grounds of industrial concerns. 


Comments called for by the Ministry. 
_In submitting the plan to local plan- 
ning authorities, the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning has particularly 
called for comments on five of the pro- 
posals. These are the proposals for 
redistributing population _ industry; 
for improving communications, especially 
roads; for halting the urban sprawl; for 
improving social amenities in manv of the 


towns; and for according special treat- 
ment to the Black Country. 


Proposals for Decentralising Industry. 

In making detailed proposals for the 
redistribution of population and industry 
the plan advocates the decentralisation of 
industry as far as possible along the lines 
which have been spontaneously followed 
in the past. ‘In this connection it cites 
the move of the Cadbury factory to 
Bournville. The object to be attained is, 
in the words of the report, the provision 
of “ adequate spaces for all the functions 
of a full life for all sections of the com- 
munity.” At the same time the nature of 
different areas must not be so rigorously 
classified that the growth of small indus- 
tries which develop from people’s spare- 
time activities, on which so much of the 
region’s wealth was built in the past, will 
be crippled. For this reason the plan 
recommends the treatment of each 
industry on its own merits in the matter 
of space allocation. 

The dangers of attracting agricultural 
labour to town employment are carefully 
considered, and the best safeguard against 
this is held to be the balanced move of 
industries and workers in the process of 
decentralisation. 


Redistribution of the Population. 

The decentralisation proposed will, if 
put into effect, make a number of 
changes in the distribution of the popu- 
lation of the region. Thus, the figures 
envisaged for the population of the 
County Borough of Birmingham and of 
Wolverhampton are considerably lower 
than the figures that would be reached if 
the population were allowed to grow by 
natural increase and by the anticipated 
influx of newcomers. On the other hand 
a considerable increase is envisaged for 
Bromsgrove and Rugby. 

In summarising the proposals for de- 
centralisation the plan states that re- 
development without decentralisation 
can only mean accepting a “ sub-standard 
and grossly extravagant solution, the only 
merit that might be seen in it being that 
one need not adopt a positive policy and 
a certain amount of dislocation in the 
fairly near future could be deferred.” The 
emphasis is on the word “ deferred.” 


New Roads, Railway Lines and Airports. 

One of the advantages which the re- 
distribution of population and industry 
will certainly produce will be a decrease 
in the volume of wasteful daily travel to 
and from work, and this in itself will 
ease many of the traffic problems, Never- 
theless the plan calls attention to the need 
to improve communications of all sorts, 
and among the projects proposed are new 
roads from London, from the proposed 
Severn Bridge and from Lancashire 
leading to and penetrating the conur- 
bation, as well as new or improved roads 
—- Worcester, Stafford and Coventry. 

Rai a projects include widening the 
existing branch from Barnt Green to 
Redditch and Evesham, doubling the 
existing track from Adderley Park to 
Coventry, and constructing a terminal 
depot near Tile Hill because of the in- 
crease of business which is expected in 
Coventry. a sites a amare = 
a new principal regional airport, an 
these Hockley Heath is considered the 
most suitable. 


How to Prevent the Urban Sprawl. 
Unlike the Greater London Plan, the 
West Midlands Plan does not propose 
the creation of any new towns. but it 
does advocate the establishment of a 
green belt and considerable decentra- 


lisation to areas from which daily 
travel to the main conurbation will be 
unlikely. 

In this connection it lists a number of 
towns which have a supply of both gas 
and water adequate to serve additional 
population and industries.. These towns 
are Burton-on-Trent, Cannock, Redditch, 
Rugby, Rugeley, Stafford and Worcester. 
Social Amenities. 

In future planning the adoption of the 
principle of what is now known as the 
“neighbourhood unit” is dex 
in the report. The neighbourhood unit is 
one which should be big enough to 
support certain communal facilities yet 
small enough to have an identity of its 
own. In terms of population it will 
amount to some 5,000-10,000 people. In 
advocating the neighbourhood unit prin- 
ciple, the authors of the plan call attention 
to the need to afford as much variety as 
possible in planning. The neighbourhood 
unit will, it is felt, go far towards pro- 
viding many of the social amenities which 
were lacking in the West Midlands in the 
past, but the plan also’ recommends the 
provision or safeguarding of certain 
special facilities. Thus, Stratford, War- 
wick, Leamington and Malvern should, it 
is considered, serve as national and 
regional resorts and centres for the arts, 
and certain obvious deficiencies in 
the main conurbation should be made 
good by the provision of a large all- 
purpose sports stadium; a large hall for 
congresses, exhibitions, boxing matches 
and dances; and gardens with zoological 
and botanical sections and places for 
model yachting, skating and fun fairs. 

A special problem which must confront 
anyone who considers the future of the 
West Midlands is that of the Black 
Country, and.in the new plan a certain 
degree of preferential treatment for the 
Black Country is recommended, This 
would, among other things, take the form 
of ission to enable the district to be 
slightly ahead of other areas in the con- 
struction of the better residential districts. 
As the authors of the plan put it. “ one 
cannot think of the other towns resenting 
this small amount of favouritism.” 


IN PARLIAMENT 
“ Building Industry Dislocated.” 


SPEAKING in the House of Commons 
on November 2, Mr. R. Hudson criticised 
the statements made by Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan, Minister of Health, that he has 


provided 750,000 houses since war 
and has broken the back of the housing 
problem. 


Mr. Hudson asked how many realised 
the 750,000 included requisitioned houses, 
30,000; war-damaged and _ repaired, 
130,000; existing houses sub-divided, 
100,000; oo age huts in Service 
camps, 23,000; temporary houses, to 
last 10 years, 155,000; 438,000 in all. 

“Broken the back of the problem?” 
commented Mr. Hudson, “An authori- 
tative estimate is that 3 million houses 
are ‘aa 
The Minister of Health had no right 
to delude the Po ngees into thinking that he 
had built 750, houses. Mr. Bevan had 
not yet built enough houses to take care 
of wastage throu the process of 


buildin apo sag A end of their useful 
life. Even so, had completely = 


located the building industry. 
quickest way to reorganise the building 
industry, to get cheaper houses, and to 
reduce the waste of man-power would 
be for the Prime Minister to dismiss the 
Minister of Health. What right had a 
man responsible for such maladminis- 
tration to recommend to the country the 
nationalisation of iron and steel? 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Keep Down House-building Costs. 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir, Mr. Aneurin Bevan, in his speech 
on October ‘23, directed the building 
industry to keep down house-building 
costs. It seems that he may have over- 
looked the Report of his own Committee 
of Inquiry appointed to inquire into the 
cost of house-building. Paragraphs 142 
to 151 deal with the economic environ- 
ment and point out that building costs 
fell after the first world war when the 
price of imports fell: this happened two 
years after 1914-18. The report goes on 
to point out that building costs are still 
rising three years after the war. 

Is this not due to the rising cost of 
imports due to Government bulk buying 
which causes world prices to rise against 
us on the basis that monopoly in buying 
creates monopoly in selling? The re- 
port states: “The price’ of imports 
affects the cost of house-building in two 
ways: directly, because certain imported 
materials, especially timber, are an im- 
portant element in cost and, indirectly, 
because the prices of imported foodstutts 
and raw materials enter into the cost-of- 
living index and therefore have a close 
bearing on wages.” The first thing, then, 
is for Mr. Bevan to persuade his Govern- 
ment to abandon bulk buying and to 
return it to experienced men with busi- 
ness acumen. 

The report tells us that wages of labour 
employed on house-building increased by 
some 69 per cent. over pre-war and 
materials by about 125 per cent. After 
the first world war both wholesale prices 
and wage rates fell during the third year, 
whereas since the last war they have con- 
tinued to rise, due in no small measure 
to the manifold Government controls, 
which are still maintained 34 years after 
the cessation of hostilities. $o Mr. 
Bevan’s next step should be to give the 
control of building materials back to the 
industry which understands how to pro- 
duce and supply the materials required 
for a competitive market. 

The cost of the pre-war Council House 
with a floor area of 800 sq. ft. was £380, 
against £1,242 for the post-war house 
with a floor area of 1,029 sq. ft. Of this 
£1,242, £201 is due to the increase in size 
of the post-war house, and improvements 
in construction; finish and equipment 
account for a further £127, making a 
total of £328. 

The report then significantly observes : 
“Since this is the largest item in the 
increased cost, which is subject to Govern- 
ment influence, we have recommended 
that policy regarding the standards of 
accommodation and equipment of new 
houses should be reviewed in the light 
of present-day conditions.” 

Subsidies on houses built since the war 
and projected up to the end of March, 
1948, already amount to £7,500,000 per 
annum for 60 years, which equals 
£450,000,000 for the period. If the rate 
at which Council houses have been com- 
pleted during the first quarter of 1948 
is maintained, the cost of subsidies will 
increase cumulatively by about 
£3,300,000 per annum for so long as sub- 
sidies remain at 1947 level: for the 60- 
year riod this represents a further 
annual commitment of £198,000,000 

Appropriately the report concludes with 

se words: “While we agree that 
housing must have high priority among 
the claims of available national resources, 
we consider that in any review. of the 
housing programme the financial im- 
a must be borne prominently in 
nind. 
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From the above it is clear that there 
are five ways in which Mr; Bevan’s 
Government can reduce house-building 
costs:— 

1. Abandon bulk buying and help to 
bring down the cost of imports. 

2. Let private enterprise build houses 
for those persons who are willing and able 
to provide their own housing accommo- 
dation at no cost to the State, qualified, 
at the present time, if Mr. Bevan so 
desires, by a proof of need, for, it should 
be noted, this is the only way hun- 
dreds of thousands of young ex-Service 
men and women newly wed, or desirous 
of marriage, will obtain suitable housing 
accommodation. 

3Remove the controls of building 
materials (with the exception of timber) 
and leave the building industry to get on 
with its job in a free and competitive 
market. The control of timber (until 
conditions improve) should be given back 
to the timber trade, where experienced 
importers would make a much better job 
of buying and rationing supplies than 
Civil Servants. 

4. Review the financial and spending 
policy of the Government Departments 
and readjust it to meet the present in- 
solvency of the nation’s finances. 

5. Encourage and provide greater 
scope for individual effort, which could, 
and should, become a tremendous force 
in the country’s rehabilitation. 


W. KeirH MartTIN. 
119, South-street, Eastbourne. 


Comparable Estimates. 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 


Sir,—Tenders submitted in recent 
weeks for the erection of flats, schools 
and other buildings have indicated the 
keen competition there is among contrac- 
tors to carry out such jobs. What is 
more significant is the fact that in almost 
every case the successful tenders have 
been well below the comparable esti- 
mates made by the architects. 

Figures issued a few weeks ago by a 
well-known authority show that lowest 
tenders have in some cases been as much 
as 8 or 10 per cent. below the architects’ 
comparable estimates; in one particular 
case the lowest tender was 30 per cent. 
below. 

Such a state of affairs is very different 
from that of 12 months or so ago when 
to get within £1,000 on the wrong side 
of the comparable estimate was some- 
thing of an achievement. 

“ Figures,” it is frequently said, “can 
be made to prove anything,” but one 
wonders if there is a less cynical reason 
for the present trend. Is it that some 
contractors have managed to solve pro- 
duction problems to the extent that their 
tenders can be so appreciably lower than 
the average? It would be interesting to 


know. 
London, W.C. T. B. H. 


An Amalgamation of Professional 
Bodies? 


, To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—Members of the kindred profes- 
sions of surveyor, sanitary engineer, 
municipal engineer and surveyor belong 
to one or other of no fewer than six 
professional bodies. Some of these vary 
in status, yet all include eminent men, and 
most have large memberships. 

Amalgamation, with standardisation of 
membership qualifications, is bound to 
come, though it is open to question 
whether the leaders of these professional 
bodies will encourage the process until 
forced to by their members. Th 
within the older bodies may at first feel 
inclined to consider they have more to 
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lose than to gain by absorbing newer 
bodies; yet this is the only way for the 
highest standards to become the mini- 
mum for all. The newer organisations are 
too big to attempt to ignore, and some- 
thing will have to be done. 
GODFREY CLARKE. 

Twickenham. 


THE ‘‘ FREE LIMIT” 
SOME EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Dousts have arisen concerning the way 
in which the public may spend the free 
limit prescribed from time to time by the 
Control of Building Operations Orders 
made under Defence Regulation 56A. The 
following notes explain the views of the 
Ministry of Works on this question and 
have been circulated for the guidance of 
Licensing Officers. : 


1. Does the granting of a licence mean 
that the “free limit” is no longer 
available? 

No: for the purpose of calculating how 
much of the “free limit” is available on 
any property only the value of work 
carried out without a licence in the period 
needs to be taken into account; the value 
of the work for which a licence has been 
granted may be ignored. 


2. Should the “ free limit’’ be deducted 
from the figure of cost shown on the 
application for a licence? 


No: but when application is made for 
work costing more than the “ free limit,” 
if a licence is granted at all, the figure 
of cost shown on the licence should 
cover the full cost of the work proposed 
to be carried out and as licensed and no 
deduction should be made for the “free 
limit.” It is, of course, permissible for 
the Licensing Officer to refuse to license 
some specific part of the proposed work 
if he does not consider it essential and 
to reduce the figure of cost by an appro- 
priate amount. It is wrong to show 
a figure of cost on _ the licence 
which is not directly related to the amount 
of work to be done and licensed. 

When an application is received to carry 
out work, costing. less than the current 
“free limit” a licence should not be 
granted without an inquiry whether the 
applicant could not carry out the work 
under his “free limit.” since this is the 
type of case to which the “free limit” is 
intended to apply. If, however, it ap- 
pears that the applicant has spent a part 
of his “free limit” so that he has not 
sufficient of it left to cover the cost of 
the work, provided the Licensing Officer 
considers the work should be done at all. 
a licence should be issued for the full 
cost of the work. Thus, if the applicant 
has already spent £40 of his “ free limit ” 
and wishes to carry out other work at a 
cost of £70, the licence, if all the work 
is approved, should be issued for £70. 
The applicant will retain the balance of 
the “free limit,” ie., £60 for future use. 

3. Should the “ free limit” for the period 
he deducted from the amount shown on 
an annual maintenance licence? 


No: the object of the “free limit” is 
to allow small essential jobs of all classes, 
including those not covered by a main- 
tenance licence, to be carried out without 
the necessity of applying for a licence. 
Obviously the purpose of recent in- 
creases in the “ free limit ” will be largely 
defeated if properties for which a main- 
tenance licence is in force are now allowed 
to benefit, since they will still have to 
apply for licences for a number of small 
jobs. Applications for maintenance 
licences should, therefore, as before, be 


ose treated on their merits and no account of 


the “free limit” should be taken in 
assessing the value to be licensed. 
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BUILDING IN 1947 REVIEWED 


M.O.W. SUMMARY REPORT 


DURING 1947 a total of 239,000 
individual applications for building 
licences were made and licences to a total 
value of £198,238,000 were issued. These 
figures are given in the recently published 
Summary Report* of the Ministry of 
Works for the period January 1, 1947, to 
December 31, 1947. 

The Report goes on to state: The dis- 
tribution of the building resources repre- 
sented by these licences among the 
various sections of the national economy 
is shown in the following table: — 


Factories, works, ‘industrial £ 
premises, shops, and com- 
mercial premises ... 139,895,000 


Warehouses, storage, and 

depots 0 aie ie 7,268,000 
Farms and agricultural premises 9,868,000 
Hospitals and schools ... 6,504,000 
War damage repairs othe 

than to houses oe ... 17,356,000 
+War damage repairs to occu- 

pied houses ... rik vias 221,000 
tOrdinary repairs and altera- 

tions (not leading to 


increased dwelling accom- 

modation) to occupied houses, 

flats, and other dwellings ... 
Miscellaneous works ... 


1,840,000 
15,286,000 


Total _ 198,238,000 


Licensing Officers of this Ministry dealt 
with 73,000 applications for annual main- 
tenance licences and issued licences of 
this kind to a total value of £25,770,000. 

_ During 1947 officers of local authori- 
ties issued some 1,245,000 licences to a 
value of £109,794,000 for housing work 
(other than the erection of few houses) 
and 339,000 licences with a value of 
£16,778,000 for work costing less than 
£100 to properties other than dwellings. 

Following is a summary of the re- 
mainder of the Report: — 

Apprenticeship and Training.—Durin 
1947 the Building Apprenticeship a 
Training Council continued its considera- 
tion of the recruitment, education, and 
training of young persons for the build- 
ing industry. The number of boys who 
entered the industry to learn a craft 
during the year was 18,600, as compared 
with 22,300 in 1946, the decrease being 
mainly due to the raising of the school- 
leaving age in April, 1947. Despite the 
overall reduction, the number of boys 
entering the main crafts was satisfactorily 
maintained in all crafts except that of 
mason. Training under the Apprentice 
Master Scheme continued throughout the 
year in over 100 areas, and over 3,000 boys 
were employed at the end of December on 
local authority housing schemes. 


Manpower. 

The Labour Force-—The number of 
operatives employed in the building and 
civil engineering industries increased to 
over one million during 1947. The em- 
ployment of a substantial proportion of 
the labour force on the provision of ad- 
ditional dwelling accommodation was 
continued. The total number employed 
on this work in March, 1947, was 293,000, 
reaching a peak of 325,000 in October and 
showing a seasonal decline to 320,000 
in December, 1947. These figures are not 
comparable with those given in the Report 
for 1946, and are based on a new return. 
The actual number employed on provid- 


* Cmd. 7541. H.M.S.O., price 9d. net. 

+ Responsibility for licensing work of these types 
was transferred to officers of local authorities on 
February 1, 1947. 





ing additional accommodation may, in 
fact, be somewhat higher. 
special efforts were made to man up such 
contracts as the construction of power 
Stations, erection of and extensions to 
factories in development areas, etc., and 
other important jobs. 


The Mobile Labour Force.—During : 


the year the Mobile Labour Force carried 
out an extensive programme of work in 
areas where sufficient local building labour 
was not available. It continued to give 
special help to towns and areas which 
suffered severe war damage. Its work 
included the construction or rebuilding of 

rmanent houses and flats; temporary 

ouses; repairs 10 war-damaged houses, 
flats and hospitals; the conversion of 
existing buildings for teachers’ training 
colleges and workers’ hostels; additional 
school accommodation; the provision of 
Government Office accommodation; con- 
structional works at Government Research 
Establishments; and the construction of 
a factory in South Wales. The housing 
work actually completed during the year 
included the construction or complete re- 
building of 663 permanent and 96 tem- 
porary houses. A_ considerable pro- 
gramme of similar types of work was in 
hand at the end of the year, when heavy 
demands for assistance by the Force were 
continuing to be made, especially for 
urgent work forming part of the essential 
Government Building Programme for 
remote rural areas. The Mobile Labour 
Force does not as a rule operate in Scot- 
land, but in view of speciai difficulties 
and urgency it was employed for the erec- 
tion of temporary houses in Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis. In order to meet its many 
commitments the total strength of the 
Force was increased from approximately 
6,000 at the beginning of the year to 
approximately 8,200 at the end of the 
year. 

Production of Materials.—Certain raw 
material shortages existed, such as paper 
liner for the sang yat ne industry, soda 
ash for the glass industry, and iron and 
steel for butlding components, but the 
Ministry was able to give continued help 
to the industries affected by these short- 
ages, both in maintaining supplies at a 
high level and in directing supplies where 
they were most needed. The success ob- 
tained in maintaining or increasing output 
of building materials and components, 
despite many difficulties, reflects great 
credit on all concerned in these indus- 
tries. 

Exports——Some building materials— 
notably cement, glass, asbestos cement 
goods, metal windows, sanitary earthen- 
ware and fireclay, and glazed tiles—were 
exported in substantial quantities before 
the war. During the latter part of 1947 
discussions took place with representatives 
of these industries and export targets con- 
siderably above the pre-war level were set 
to be achieved by the middle of 1948 and 
the end of 1948. By the end of 1947 there 
was already good reason to believe that 
those targets might be exceeded. By the 
end of the year exports of material and 
components were running at the annual 
rate of over £20 million. 


Scientific Research. 

Building Technique.—The development 
groups of non-traditional type houses, 
initiated during 1945 and 1946, were all 
eompleted or nearing completion by the 
end of 1947. Observations of expenditure 
in manpower and cost were made in great 
detail by the Ministry's staff on all these 


In addition, | 
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schemes, and the analysis and ia- 
tion of these have constituted the 


and most a piece of research 
carried out in the Chief Scientific Adviser’s 
Division in the past year. The results 
have shown that with economic working 


applied only to about one-third of the 
complete house; and the results obtained 
make it plain that even greater economies 
in labour and money can be achjeved by 
extending the new methods to the re- 
mainder of the house. 

Special attention was given to the de- 
velopment of materials and forms of 
construction designed to economise in the 
use of timber and steel and to investiga- 
tions of the use of pre-str concrete 
and light alloys. Work also continued on 
the development of multi-purpose 
machinery for the builder. Three proto- 
types were built: a modified 6 h.p. track- 
laying tractor fitted with concreting a 
dozer, block and platform hoist attach- 
ments and a flat-bottomed trailer; attach- 
ments for a standard type excavator, to 
adapt it for a bulldozing and 
concreting, and for elevating and placing 
on a scaffold stacks of 100 bricks; and a 
wheel and track tractor developed in col- 
laboration with the manufacturers. The 
machine was fitted with a concreting skip 
of patented design. 5 

Trials of proprietary mobile hoists and 
elevators continued, and a design was de- 
veloped for the Ministry of a brick truck 
in which the load is automatically lifted 


and dumped. 


Buildings for the Government. 

During 1947 the Ministry carried out 
building work to the value in all of about 
£29,750,000. This included £4,000,000 for 
new building work for the Ministry of 
Supply, £3,500,000 for hutted classrooms 
necessitated by the raising of the school- 
leaving age, and £2,500,000 for the con- 
struction and equipment of school — 
rooms and_ kitchens. The contin 
shortage of building labour and of 
materials such as steel and timber made it 
necessary to adopt austerity forms of con- 
struction for a large proportion of 
work. The number of buildings m the 
Ministry’s charge at the end of the year 
was 27,000, and altogether 2,170,000 
square feet of new office buildings, both 
permanent and seaperae?, were U 
construction by the end of the year. 

After giving details of the progress made 
in the construction and maintenance of 
research and training establishments for 
which the Ministry f. eee a 
Report continues:—During . 1 

eecded on 33 new, bulaing, unde 
training centres, an y July, a 
were virtually leted and occupied, 
and at some eB a 
occupation was taken. These cen 
11 cauting centres which had been adapted 
and extended, and 52 emergency centres 
which had been speedily prepared, pro- 
vided more than 30,000 places on a — 


shift basis for training in buildin ; 
The subsequent reduction in the inds 
on the building industry was re ina 
substantial ction in the a - 


tion needed for building trades training, 
and steps were taken at once to make 
buildings available for other purposes, 
whether for training in other trades, to 
meet other Government requirements, or 
for industry. 
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Contracts Directorate. 

In the case’ of building and civil en- 
gineering contracts the Ministry follows 
a policy of decentralisation, and, with 
the exception of the larger works of new 
construction and those of a special 
character which are dealt with at head- 

uarters, the invitation of tenders and 
their a tance are undertaken in the 
Regional Offices. 

On the other hand, in order to achieve 
economy in bulk purchase and the most 
effective use of available capacity, the 
buying of stores is largely centralised in 
the London headquarters offices. 

Effective competition for the supply of 
goods and services is still regarded as the 
best method for establishing the reason- 
ableness of prices and allocating contracts, 
but where effective competition cannot be 
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secured it is necessary for the Ministry 
to satisfy itself by other means that the 
public purse is safeguarded and that fair 
prices are being accepted. In the case of 
works contracts the technical officers of 
the department have a wide experience of 
costs of constructional work and little 
difficulty is experienced in negotiating 
proper prices. 

Considerably more than 20,000 con- 
tracts, totalling well over £45 million in 
value, have been placed during the year, 
of which some 8,000 at a value of £22 
million relate to works services. The 
number of firms noted after inquiry as 
eligible to tender for the Ministry's re- 
quirements has grown to a total of over 
30,000. 

The following table forms one of the 
appendices to the Report. 


BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 


Number of Firms and Number of Operatives, by Size of Employing Firm. 














May, 1947 NOVEMBER, 1947 
Size oF FIRM 
No. of | No. of No. of No. of 
Firms | Operatives' Firms | Operatives 
Employing 0 operatives 65,801* — 52,748t — 
io 1 ay 14,488 14,488 Sa A of 6 ee Me Se 4 
eS 2 11,196 22,392 11,643 23,286 
ee 3 és 7,519 22,557 7,838 23,514 
* 4 a 5,904 23,616 5,862 23,448 
* 5 es 4,195 20,975 4,221 21,105 
os 6-19 18,169 183,557 18,333 185,240 
20-99 a 7,788 302,666 7,689 301,012 
100-499 mi 1,114 | 211,223 1,106 210,741 
500-999 . 64 45,121 78 54,380 
1,000-4,999 “ 40 73,017 44 80,730 
5,000 and over ,, 3 18,878 | 4 27,222 
TOTAL a ..-| 136,281 | 938,490 | 125,337 | 966,449 


Notes.—* Including firms who are temporarily suspended. 


+ Active firms only: the classification “‘ Temporarily Suspended ’’ has been discontinued. 


SITES FOR HOUSES 
ADVICE TO BUYERS AND SELLERS OF LAND 


(, UIDANCE for buyers and sellers of 

sites for building houses is contained 
in a pamphlet, “ House 1,” prepared by 
the Central Land Board. The full text 
of the pamphlet is as follows :— 

The Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, has entirely changed the basis of 
sales of land required for building a 
house and this pamphlet suggests methods 
for negotiation between a seller of land 
on which the building of a house is in- 
tended in the near future, and a purchaser 
of land who wants to build a house. (It 
does net necessarily apply to sites where 
there have been buildings before, for 
example, war-damaged sites. In these 
cases advice can’ be obtained from any 
office of the Central Land Board). 

The Central Land Board wish to give 
advice to both buyers and sellers. 

Advice to Buyers.—The following ad- 
vice is offered to anyone who wants to 
buy (or take a lease of) a piece of land 
for a house :— 

(1) Remember that building value 
now belongs to the State and not to 
the seller. 

(2) Always ask first (and before the 
price is settled) whether the develop- 
ment charge is going to be paid to the 
Central Land Board by you or by the 
seller. 

(3) Do not buy as part of the pur- 
chase price of the land the seller's 
claim on the £300 million fund. The 
right to a payment from the fund is 
not yet established and its amount can- 
not yet be known. The amount will 
in any case be related to the circum- 


stances of the owner of the land on 

July 1, 1948, and not to those of any 

new buyer. A buyer of such a claim 

is, therefore, buying a risk at a “ cer- 
tainty” price. 

(4) If the seller agrees to pay the 
development charge, ask him the 
amount which he has agreed with the 
Central Land Board. You can then 
safely pay building value for the land 
in the knowledge that you yourself 
will not be liable for any development 
charge, when the seller has paid for it. 

(5) If you are to pay the develop- 
ment charge (and, unless the seller is 
willing to pay it, you will have to do 
so) you should never pay building value 
fer the land. If you do, you will be 
charged the building value over again 
in your development charge. You 
should pay what is known as existing 
use value and no more. A _ rough 
guide to existing use value of land is its 
value to use it as it is actually being 
used (as, for example, agricultural, 
allotment, or garden land) with a 
prohibition against erecting any build- 
ing on it except for agriculture. 

Advice to  Sellers—Three courses, 
which will be fair to buyers who want 
a house immediately, are open to sellers 
of land: (a) To sell the land at existing 
use value, leaving the buyer to pay the 
development charge (Method  (a)): 
(b) The seller to pay (or agree with the 
Board to pay) the development charge; 
to disclose the amount of this charge to 
the buyer; and then to sell the land at a 
fair price, including the development 
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charge, direct to the person who wishes io 
erect the house. This method, after dis- 
cussion and agreement with the Board. 
can be used either for a sale to a named 
buyer, or by public or other advertise- 
ment, or by auction (Method (b) ); (c) The 
seller to pay the development charge. 
erect the house himself; and then sell the 
house and land at a fair price, including 
the development charge (Method (c)). 

Owners of land with building value 
on July 1, 1948, have been given a right 
by the Act to make a claim before 
March 31, 1949, upon the fund of £300 
million set aside to meet varying cases 
of hardship. No promise has been given 
that everyone will be paid the whole of 
the market value of his loss of building 
rights. Indeed, clear statements have 
been made to the contrary, and that 
some will receive the whole loss and that 
some will not. The decision will not be 
made (except in the case of certain 
“ near-ripe ” land) until 1952 or 1953 and 
then by a Scheme which will require 
affirmative approval by Parliament. Pay- 
ments will be made in 1953. 

A sale of land, therefore, at a price 
which includes building value is unfair 
to buyers for two reasons :— 

(1) It passes on the claim to the pur- 
chaser at a definite amount, whereas 
the claim is, as yet, unestablished, and 
the amount unknown. 

(2) It forces the purchaser to pay for 
building value twice over in two 
immediate payments (the purchase 
price and the development charge). 
This places an intolerable burden on 
persons who have been carefully 
selected for a building licence on their 
urgent need for a house. 

In normal cases, therefore, where an 
owner is not prepared to sell at a price 
telated to Method (a), (b), or (c), the 
Central Land Board will have to con- 
sider the various compulsory purchase 
powers in the Act. 

The Central Land Board state that if 
sellers will sell, and purchasers will only 
buy, as advised in this pamphlet, land 
can be sold at a price which will not 
hinder or prevent houses being built. 


APPRENTICE MASTER 


HOUSES 
LIMITATIONS OF WORK 


Tue first pair of houses completed 
under the Apprentice Master Scheme in 
Croydon, which have been built on the 
Heathfield Estate, Selsdon, were handed 
over to the Mayor of Croydon, Council- 
lor E. W. Turner, J.P., on behalf of the 
Corporation on October 27. 

The apprentice-master, Mr. A. J. 
CHAPMAN, J.P., of Messrs. C. H. Gibson. 
Ltd., a former honorary treasurer of the 
L.M.B.A., said that while agreeing that 
the Apprentice Master Scheme was excel- 
lent from a training point of view, he felt 
that there was considerable disadvantage 
in the scope of the work being limited to 
housing. The time had come when the 
Minister of Works should release other 
and more advanced types of work upon 
which the boys could complete their train- 
ing. In the houses under construction. 
for instance, there were no cornices for 
the plasterers to practise on, and they 
depended for work of this description on 
the School of Building. Another diffi- 
culty was that no extra allowance of 
timber was made for training purposes. 
contractors on the Apprentice Master 
Schemes being limited to the same amount 
as that given to ordinary contractors. A 
small allowance of timber for training 
purposes would be most valuable. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


A History OF ARCHITECTURE ON THE 
COMPARATIVE METHOD. By Sir Banister 
Fletcher, D.Lit., P.P.R.LB.A. 14th 
Edition. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price £2 12s. 6d. ‘ 


WiTH the appearance of the 14th edition, 
the 100,000th copy of this architectural 
classic goes into circulation. No greater 
tribute could be paid to the worth of this 
book or to the value of the comparative 
method of recording architectural history. 
It is 52 years since the first edition 
appeared, and the original method of 
presentation has undergone no change, 
each architectural style being considered 
under five sections—influences; architec- 
tural character; examples; comparative 
analysis; and reference books. Over 4,000 
illustrations, each with the appropriate 
date, are given, and these in themselves 
offer a reference collection unsurpassed by 
any other text-book. The architecture of 
1930 to the outbreak of war, both at home 
and abroad, is less well shown than some 
of the modern school may like; the 
American examples, for instance, contain 
no illustration of or reference to the work 
of such men as Frank Lloyd Wright or 
Neutra, or of the developments in the 
vernacular style of random stone and 
concrete, linked closely with the land- 
scape, which—much more than the sky- 
scraper—is the particular contribution of 
the Americans to the architecture of to- 
day. If there is a criticism of this book, 
it must be that it has not yet caught up 
with the contemporary architectural 
scene. This matters less in that every 
student is his own critic of the moderns; 
what is important is that, to quote the 
author, “architects should not be led 
astray into thinking that they are better 
able to produce something original with- 
out a study of the best examples of what 
has gone before, for there is real value in 
tradition, and the architect who is’ 
thoroughly conversant with it is more 
likely to produce original designs than 
one who has not been so trained.” That 
advice alone is worth the price of this 
book whose printing and production are 
well up to the Batsford standard. 


THE ECONOMY OF TIMBER .IN BUILDING. 
By R. G. Bateson. (Crosby Lockwood 
and Son, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d 
THe author, a timber scientist with 

engineering and architectural qualifica- 
tions, has not restricted his work to a 
discussion of the present crisis in timber 
supplies to this country. He has certainly 
allotted some space to methods of keep- 
ing within the restricted supply of tim- 
ber allowed for building at the moment, 
but throughout the book he has pointed 
out the precautions to be observed in 
the application of wood to traditional 
building practice. 


WooDCRAFT IN DESIGN AND PRACTICE. 
Second Edition, revised. By Rodney 
Hooper. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 
18s. 


Tus work, which aims at showing a 
variety of treatments for the design and 
construction of domestic furniture and 
woodwork, has been revised and ampli- 
fied, both in text and illustrations, since 
it was first published in 1937. The keen 
interest in domestic design and craftsman- 
ship to-day has prompted the author to 
add new material, such as “ Furniture and 
Fitments for the Kitchen.” In_ his 
original preface Mr. Hooper suggested 
that the chief use of his book might lie 
in the increasing of the number of 
amateurs who find joy and recreation 
in working in wood, and expressed the 


THE BUILDER 


hope that such people might preserve the 
handicrafts from complete obliteration 
by the machine. In this book the amateur 
will find designs that are not beyond his 
technical grasp. 


PRACTICAL PROBLEMS IN SoiL 
Mecuanics, by Henry R. Reynolds, 
A.M.Inst.C.E. and P. Protopapadakis, 
A.M. Inst.C.E. (London: Crosby 
Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price 18s. 
In collecting and crystallising the es- 

sential features of soil-mechanics studies 

the authors have omitted mathematics as 


much as possible and have avoided the. 


analytical approach to the solution of 


problems. Their principal aim has been P 


to present in a simple form the appli- 
cation of soil-mechanics methods and 
analyses to practical problems such as 
may occur from day to day in the ex- 
perience of the practising engineer. 
bibliography of literature on _ soil- 
mechanics has been included at the end 
of the volume and the authors have 
freely referred to their works in the 
preparation of the text. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


PREVENTION OF IRON AND STEEL 
Corrosion. By C. Dinsdale, M.Sc. 
(London: Iliffe and Sons, Ltd.) Price Ss. 

HEATING AND VENTILATING’S’ EN- 
GINEERING DaTABOOK. By Clifford Strock. 
(Brighton: Machinery Publishing Co., 
Ltd.) Price 45s. 


537 


SOIL FOUNDATIONS 


ROAD RESEABCH REPORT 

Tue rapid development of the science 
of soil mechanics in the past ten years 
has made possible a better understanding 
of the causes of defects in road surfaces 
that are attributable to the soil foun- 
dation. An outline of the present state of 
knowl on this subject is given in 
“ Road Research Technical Paper No. 11 
—The Effect of the Soil Foundation on 
the Road Surface,” gee recently for 
the D.S.LR. by H.M. Stationery Office, 
price, 1s. 3d., by post, Is. 5d. i 
Consideration is first given in the 
ublication to the part played by the soil 
immediately beneath the road, which is 
relatively highly stressed by traffic loads 
and which is therefore closely associated 
with the structure of the road pavement. 

The strength of a soil foundation is 
liable to decrease during the life of a 
road, and investigations of road failures 
made at the Road Research Labora 
have shown that this decrease in eonene’ 4 
is often caused by the ingress of water 
through a pervious road surfacing.. The 
paper refers to laboratory studies of the 
movement of moisture through soil which 
have shown that the moisture content of 
the soil foundation may increase from 
other causes. 

Methods of estimating the thickness of 
construction for both concrete and 
bituminous roads are briefly discussed, 
and the paper concludes with a discussion 
of movements of the road-surface. 


L.C.C. HOUSING IN 1949 


PRELIMINARY discussions have taken 
place with officers of the Ministry of 
Health as to the number of dwellings that 
the London County Council will be per- 
mitted to commence to erect during 1949. 
For the purpose of preparing for the 
Council’s operations during 1949, a total 
of 12,613 dwellings, comprising 6,974 
flats and 5,639 houses, has been pro- 
visionally agreed. The Housing Commit- 
tee, reporting these facts to the Council 
on Tuesday, stated that they are proceed- 


and clearing the sites :— 


ing on the basis of the above-mentioned 
figures, which compare with a total of 
9,190 dwellings permitted to be com- 
menced in 1948. 

The following table indicates, in terms 
of both acreage and number of dwelli 
to be provided, the extent of the pro 
for uisition approved by the Council 
up to tember 30, 1948, in connection 
with post-war housing operations, and 
the progress made at that date in acquiring 























Acres Dwellings* 
Stages | | Houses 
Inside | Outside Total Flats | Total 
| London | London | Inside Outside 
| } | London | London | 
Sites ready for developmentt..| 480.19 | 3,361.90 | 3,842.09 | 13,911 1,414 | 29,896 | 45,221 
Sites acquired, or of which pos- | 
session has been obtained, | | 
but not immediately avail- | i 
able for development .-| 14544; — 145.44 5,092 _ a $,092 
Sites where powers of acquisi- 
tion have been obtained .. 401.57 | 346.00 747.57 13,389 — — 13,389 
Sites approved, but powers / | 
still to be obtained and/or | 
acquisition to be begun | 366.24 | 2,493.70 | 2,859.94 | 9,428 1,000 18,701 | 29,129 
..| 1,393.44 | 6,201.60 | 7,595.04 41,820 2.414 48.597 | 92.831 


_Totals 





* Where acquisition of a site is proceeding in more than one 
provided is shown against the stage reached by the largest part. 


rt, the total number of dwellings to be 
or this reason there is no precise relation 


between the acreage in each category and the number of dwellings in the corresponding column. 
t Includes sites of which possession can be taken and development begun irrespective of the progress of 
actual acquisition, and also sites in course of development or developed. 


ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION—SUMMARY OF POSITION AT 30-9-48 


























Number completed Number in 

Number in| contract Number | 
Type of work Between | Total to construc- but not not yet in Total 

1-7-48 and | 30-9-48 tion begun | contract | 

W-9-48 } ot 
Erection of temporary houses} .. — 7,865 _— — — 7,865 

Repair of seriously damaged and | 

uninhabitable dwellings § Ze _ 7,465 _ — | — 7,465 

Rebuilding of war-destroyed dwell- | 
ings es ay “is iS 43 2,443 447 21 |} 2 | 2913 

Reinstatement of flats used as | | | 
shelters .. is oe aa _— 469 — one — { 469 
Erection of new permanent houses 1,150 4,375 4,921 |} 2,395 39,320 | 51,011 
Erection of new flats i oa 1,054 | 3,012 5,260 461 33,087 | 41,820 
Totals ..1 2,247 1 25,629 10,628 | 2,877 72.409 | 111.543 


t Excluding those handed over to the Metropolitan Borough Councils for management. 


§ 78,473 dwellings which were damaged but not rendered uninhabitable have also been repaired. 










































































538 


INDUSTRIAL FIRM’S 


HOUSING ASSOCIATION 


A HOUSING CENTRE TALK 


How a well-known electrical engineer- 
ing firm has tackled the post-war 
problems of housing its key workers was 
described in a lunch-time talk to the 
Housing Centre on October 12 by Mr. 
L LaRKE, secretary of the housing 
association concerned. 

He pointed out that key workers in 
industry were not prepared in these post- 
war days to endure the inconveniences 
of living apart from their families, or 
travelling long distances to their work, 
or living in overcrowded conditions, 
which they bore fairly cheerfully during 
the war. Nor should they be expected 
to do so. No key worker would take up 
a new job away from his present home 
unless he was assured of having a house 
to live in in the neighbourhood of the 
new job. Mr. Larke’s association, the 
Kingsway Housing Association, Ltd., 
came into being as a result of the parent 
company, which has factories at Stafford 
and Rugby, being faced with this prob- 
lem of having to provide housing 
accommodation for the key workers. 

The association was formed in the 
same way as most other housing societies, 
with the exception that it was registered 
under the Companies Act instead of 
under the Friendly Societies Act. 

The first task had been to decide who 
were the key workers and to give them 
priority for the houses. Then considera- 
tion was given to the rate at which the 
local authority might be expected 
to house them with its own schemes. 
Negotiations with the local authority and 
the Ministry of Health followed. Here 
Mr. Larke paid tribute to the co-opera- 
tive spirit shown by both these bodies. 
The average time taken by the regional 
housing officer of the Ministry to approve 
the plans, layout and final details of the 
schemes was four weeks, which, he 
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to them. 






said housing associations 
exempt 


charge. 






He believed the 







Board. 










show 






16,854 in August. 
The number 







January, 15,272; | 
March, 20,357; April, 
20,372; June, 21,159; 






The number of 






with 888 in August). 








manent 











was not given until after “six or nine private enterprise. 
weary months.” Stage 2, the acquisition 
of the land, presented no great difficulty 
at the time but the passing of the new 
Town and Country Planning Act had 
provided some “ headaches ” since. 

It took four to six months to engage 
suitable architects, prepare plans and lay- 
outs, specifications and bills of quantities. 
Local architects were mostly engaged 
and they produced excellent plans. 
Following the placing of the building 
contracts came a period of prodding of 
the contractors and the suppliers of 
materials. The first tenants were in the 
houses seven to eight months after the 
first contracts were let. 

Mr. Larke enumerated the chief prob- 
lems facing housing associations at the 
present time. One was to find profes- 
sional advisers and public bodies who 
really knew something about housing 
associations and who could apply that 
specialised knowledge in their profes- 






vided by new building, 
uninhabitable houses, 










the post-war 


programme 
Excluding i 



















768,292. 
September from 547,400 


with 245,400 at the end 












of permanent | 
completed during the present year is now 
169,559, made up as follows: — 
February, 

19,17]; 
July, 

August, 16,854; September, 20,402. 
temporary 
finished in September was 880 (compared 
Only 1,148 tem- 
porary houses now remain to be com- 
pleted out of the total programme of 
157,270. The number of houses (per- 
and temporary) completed 
September was, therefore, 21,282 com- 
pared with 17,742 in August. The total 
number of houses completed is 523,883 


requisitioned houses, 
number of additional homes provided is 


The rent of the three-bedroom houses 
erected by the association was a little 
over £1 per week, plus rates. The speaker 
drew attention to the fact that rents 
of houses built by housing associations 
were higher than those of comparable 
houses built by local authorities because 
the associations did not have assistance 
in the form of a rate-aided subsidy; they 
had to pay a higher rate of interest and 
certain other advantages were not open 


In a further reference to the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, Mr. Larke 
were 
from paying the development 
National 
Federation of Housing Societies was tak- 
ing this matter up with the Central Land 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
FIGURES FOR SEPTEMBER 


THe Housing Progress Reports pre- 
sented to Parliament on November 
White Papers by the Minister of Health 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
that the number of permanent 
houses completed in Great Britain during 
September was 20,402 compared with 


4 


~ 


16,134; 
May, 
19,838; 


houses 


thought, was not unreasonable. Approval (367,761 permanent and 156,122 tem- 
in principle, however—the idea that the porary). Of the 367,761 permanent 
housing association should build at all— houses, 76,687 have been erected by 


During September, homes were pro- 
repair 
conversion 
requisitioning for 24,448 families, com- 
pared with 21,035 in August and 24,318 
in July. This brings the total number of 
families rehoused by these methods under 
to 798,715. 


the 


The total labour force employed on 
the construction or repair of houses in 
Great Britain fell during quarter ending 
to 524,200. 
There were 227,200 men engaged on the 
construction of permanent houses and 
preparation of housing sites compared 
of June, and 
1,600 on erection of temporary houses. 
compared with 3,600 at the end of June. 


Production of Building Materials was: 

































sional capacities. Then there was the 
question of rent fixing. All housing toa 2. AOS 
association rents were controlled under Sept. June March 
the Rent Restriction Acts. Mr. Larke — 

contended that the housing association ae oom 723.0 720.0 649.0 
which had fixed its rents on the basis of Plasterboard ; é : 
the contract price of the builder engaged _ (1,000 sq. yds.)| 4,288.0} 4,295.0 | 3,993.0 
to build the houses had, in present-day gon 

slang, “had it.” Even if the local (1,000 tons) 40.8 44.4 | 45.3 
authority ont ro Ministry Fy Health Bricks (millions) 377.0 378.0 | 382.0 
agreed to allow higher rents the time Paster gypseous 

the builder's final cou were Bic by Fiabe wagehe oe OY oe. sete isa 
that time most of the houses would be ~ wood. timbe: 

let and the rents would be “frozen” by _(standards) _..| 454 438.0 1*411.802.0 | 523.3660 








the Rent Restriction Acts. * Kepresents estimated. 
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STUDENTS’ CONGRESS 
DETAILS OF THE PROGRAMME 


THE International Architectural 
Students’ Congress, which will be heid at 
the R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
from December 30 to January 8, wil! 
stress the particular interests and 
problems of architectural students. 


In the first part of the Congress there 
will be an opportunity to hear reports 
from leading architects and technicians 
on particular professional and technica! 
matters. Related to this there will be 
visits to factories, research stations, 
building sites and recently constructed 
buildings of social and constructional 
interest. 

The second half of the Congress will 
probably have the more far-reaching 
results. It will consist of the discussion 
and commission programme in which the 
student will have the opportunity of 
relating the technical talks and visits to 
his own particular work as a future archi- 
tect and member of society. It must also 
produce a common programme for the 
active participation of all architectural 
students within the International Union of 
Students. And this must be realistic so 
that its proposals can be immediately put 
into operation. 

The Congress discussion agenda will 
be: (1) The Architectural Student and 
Society (the architect working for peace); 
(2) the Architectural Student and his 
Education, and (3) the Architectural 
Student and his Organisations. _ 

National or school organisations are 
asked to submit reports reflecting the 
present conditions in the country and con- 
taining suggestions for the future. These 
reports should include a survey of the 
activities carried out by the organisation 
during the past year, a survey of the 
situation concerning student housing, a 
survey of the general reconstruction and 
building programmes of the country, and 
a full report on the education system in 
the country. In order that these reports 
can be fully integrated with the Congress 
agenda, they should be submitted to the 
Preparatory Committee before December 
10. An exhibition of student projects 
from all years should also be prepared 
by each country, sufficient to show the 
scope and type of work undertaken by 

students in the schools of the country. 
They should be accompanied by ex- 
planatory diagrams showing the connec- 
tion between the projects and technical 
lectures, practical and office work, etc. 
It is hoped that any country or erganisa- 
tion not able to attend the Congress 
should send these reports and exhibitions, 
in order that their ideas and work may be 
made known, and add to the considerable 
knowledge that will come out of the Con- 
gress. All the above reports should be 
sent to both the Architectural Faculty 
Bureau, Prague, and the F.A.S. Congress 
Committee, 34, Bedford-square, W.C.2. 

Co-operation between architectural 
students and engineering students is very 
important. The A.F.B. therefore invites 
all countries to include in their delegation 
an engineering student, as an observer to 
the Congress. : 

An international contest of architec- 
tural student projects is also to be held. 
It will form part of the preparation for 
the 1949 Student Festival, the basis of 
which is the National Competitions of 
Work and Art. The final arrangements 
and decisions on the contest will be made 
at the time of the I.A.S. Congress. All 
inquiries, criticisms and suggestions should 
therefore be sent to the Architectural 
Faculty Bureau, International Union of 
Students, Vojtesska ul. 12, Prague 11, 
before December 1. 














November 5 1948 


INSURANCE 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


ARREARS OF VOLUNTARY AND 
EMPLOYED CONTRIBUTORS 


From a Correspondent. 


Tue new National Insurance Act is, of 
course, now functioning, but there are cer- 
tain matters associated with the old 
schemes which are still of interest to vol- 
untary contributors and employed contri- 
butors, who were insured under those 
schemes, particularly as regards . any 
arrears which may have accrued in the 
contribution year which ended July 4, 
1948. Although there may have been an 
“under 50” contribution total registered 
in that year, until November 30, 1948 
(with permission of the authorities a later 
date may be allowed) such a total can be 
brought up to 50 (only 50 secures full 
benefits) or to any other total considered 
sufficient by the person concerned, by the 
paying of contributions. A point to note 
is that upon the contribution total finally 
registered will depend the rate of sickness 
benefit available in 1949. Approved 
societies, of course, do not now officiate, 
the Ministry of National Insurance now 
functioning for these matters, and arrears 
cards come from that Ministry. 


While in some respects the arrears rules 
are the same as under the old schemes, 
there are important differences and the 
rates of Sickness Benefit will be at the new 
rates of the new scheme, although the 
contributions paid will have been at the 
old contribution rates. The position is 
that there must be registered a contribu- 
tion total of 50 for the full rates of benefit 
which are 26s. plus 16s. for wife, with 
7s. 6d. first child. But for any “under 
50” total the benefit is at reduced rates, 
being different at different stages of totals, 
and the scale is different to that of the 
old scheme. Thus for stages of 26, 30, 34, 
37, 40, 43, 46 and 48 contribution totals, 
the benefit rates are 13s., 15s., 17s., 19s., 
21s., 23s., 24s. and 25s. respectively, the 
rates for wife being instead of 16s., 
8s., 9s. 6d., 11s., 12s., 13s., 14s., 15s. and 
15s. 6d. respectively. 

For Retirement Pensions (and Widow’s 
Benefit) the rate is decided by what is 
called the “contribution average,” such 
an average being obtained by taking the 
total number of contributions registered 
throughout insurance and dividing by the 
number of contribution years since entry 
into insurance. The full rate of pension, 
26s., plus 16s. for wife, is only payable if 
the “contribution average,” at the due 
date, is 50. 

From the foregoing, it can be readily 
noted that if in any year, there is returned 
an “under 50” contribution total, the 
average would be pene down, and full- 
rate pension would not be payable when 
wanted, as only modified pensions are pay- 
able, where the “ average ” is less than 50, 
so arrears under the old scheme should be 
noted. The modified pension rates for 
“under 50” averages are the same as for 
Sickness Benefit at the same stages 
(applying to rates for both insured person 
and wife). Only “averages” apply and 
not “totals” as with that benefit, and in 
addition, “ averages” of 13, 18, 22, attract 
pensions of 7s., 9s. and 11s., with 4s. 6d., 
Ss. 6d. and 6s. 6d. niger ge for — 
respectively, the sta and pension n 
finishing at 26, as with sickness benefit. 

To liquidate arrears, the contribution 
rates are those ruling just before July 5, 
1948: thus for both Pensions and Sickness 
Benefit for voluntary contributors who 
were insured under the combined scheme 
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(Health Insurance and Pensions together) 
and employed contributors, the rates are 
4s. for men, 3s. 4d. for women. For 
voluntary contributors insured only for 
Health Insurance (separately) the arrears 
rates for men are 11d., women 10}d.; for 
voluntary contributors insured just for 
pensions (separately) the arrears rates are 
3s. 1d. for men, 2s. 54d. for women. 

For the above contribution totals, sick- 
ness weeks count the same as payments 
for voluntary contributors, unemployment 
weeks for employed contributors as well. 

Contributions of voluntary contributors 
insured for Pensions only, or for Health 
Insurance only, count only for the benefit 
for which they were insured under the old 
scheme; for the benefit not previously in- 
sured for, only contributions under the 
new scheme will count. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

THE 1944 edition of B.S.1195, 
“ Kitchen Fitments and Equipment,” has 
been revised. The new publication ex- 
tends the requirements of the 1944 edi- 
tion to include a simple system of refer- 
ence numbers for the units and a new 
section gives detailed constructional 
requirements. These constructional re- 
quirements cover storage units made with 
timber framing covered with plywood or 
hardboard, together with recommenda- 
tions for the types of hardware to be 
used. Requirements for work tops in a 
wide range of materials are also given 
to provide a solid and hygienic surface 
for the preparation of food and similar 
purposes. Copies may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1, 
price 4s. post free. 

Another revised British Standard, 
“ Structural Steel for Bridges, etc., and 
General Building Construction,” B.S.15: 
1948, is available at 2s. post free. It 
includes a requirement for a minimum 
yield stress for steel manufactured to this 
standard. The opportunity has also been 
taken to co-ordinate the tolerances for 
dimensions and weights with the cor- 
responding tolerances adopted in later 
standards for structural steel. The 
forms of test piece have also been modi- 
fied to conform to those included in 
B.S.18. The standard specifies process 
of manufacture, test methods and re- 
quirements, permissible margins on 
weights and dimensions, marking, provi- 
sion of test certificates and inspection 
procedures. Tests on manufactured 
rivets are also described. 


Other British Standards. 

The following British Standards have 
been issued from 24, Victoria-street, 
S.W.1; “Cast Iron Rainwater Goods” 
(B.S. 460 and B.S. 1205:1948) (price 5s. 
post free); and “ Bending Dimensions of 
Bars for Concrete Reinforcement” (B.S. 
1478:1948) (price 2s.). 

The revised British Standard for Con- 
sumers’ Electricity Control Units (rated 
at 60 amperes A.C.), primarily for use in 
small dwellings (B.S. No. 1454) has been 
issued by the B.S.I. The price is 3s., post 


free. 

Copies of the British Standard 398, 
“Symmetrical Light Distributions from 
Lighting Fittings,” which has been re- 
vised, may be obtained at 2s. 6d., post 
f; 


ree. 

“ Plug-and-Socket Gas Connectors for 
Portable Appliances” (B.S.S. 570: 1948), 
rice 2s 6d. net, post free. “ Media for 
Filters” (B.S.S. 


iological Percolatin 
net, post free. 


1438: 1948), price 2s. 


539 


PRIVATE STREET 


WORKS EXPENSES 


BIRMINGHAM CORPORATION’S 
NEW POWERS 


INTEREST attaches to the powers 
recently obtained by the Birmingham 
Corporation as contained in Section 26 
of Birmingham Corporation Act, 1948. 

Section 26 states: “ If the owner of any 
land in the city fronting, adjoining or 
abutting on a street which is not a high- 
way repairable by the inhabitants at large 
agrees to sell such land or any part 
thereof upon terms which include a pro- 
vision to the effect that he shall] pay or 
procure the payment of such expenses 
of any private street works executed or 
to be executed by the Cn as may 
be apportioned against land — 
to be sold, he shall, before the tion 
of the conveyance of such ined, Septiale 
with the Corporation, or otherwise secure 
to the satisfaction of the Corporation, 
the payment of such sum as will, in the 
opinion of the Corporation, be sufficient 
to pay the amount of the expenses ap- 
portioned or to be apportioned against 
the land agreed to be sold so far as such 
expenses have not previously been paid 
to the C ration.” . 

Mr. F. C. Minshull, LL.M., the Town 
Clerk of Birmingham, writes: —The 
primary purpose of the Section is to 
afford protection to purchasers of 
property fronting proposed or uncom- 
pleted new streets in Birmingham against 
the danger of having to pay the same 
roadmaking charges twice. You are no 
doubt aware that it has been the practice 
of many builders to sell houses fronting 
to uncompleted roads with a covenant 
indemnifying the purchaser against road- 
making charges pending completion and 
adoption of the road. The making up 
and adoption of the road is, in some 
instances, postponed for a considerable 
time during which there is always a risk 
(however slight) that the builder may 
fail financially, or may die, or that the 
covenant may prove for other reasons to 
be worthless. If this occurred, the pur- 
chaser, having, in effect, already paid to 
the builder roadmaking charges as part of 
the purchase price of the property, would 
eventually be called upon to pay the 
same charges again—this time to the Cor- 
poration on their making up the road 
under the — contained in the 
Birmingham Corporation (Consolidation) 
Act, 1883. With a view to avojding, so 
far as possible, any such hardship falling 
on a purchaser, the Birmingham Cor- 
poration were prompted to seek the 
powers of the new ion which were 
readily given by Parliament. 


Harlow at the R.LB.A. 


_ THE long-awaited Harlow Exhibition 
is on show at the R.I.B.A. and within its 
limits gives a good idea of the lines upon 
which this new town will develop. The 
house-types seem well designed and fairly 
well sited, but among the welter of ex- 
planatory diagrams and site plans the 
town centre stands out in importance. 
How will this project build? It would 
be early to decide. But this 
so reminiscent of the Italian piazza, 
is at least a breakaway from middle- 
class convention, and on that score 
alone, it deserves full attention. 
One thing is certain; plans and designs 
on paper are far removed from work 

and many a fine architectural 
dream has been shattered when it 
finally takes shape. However, Harlow has 
eventually begun; we wish all concerned 
in its building the best of luck. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Builders Support Foremen’s Fund. 

The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has sent ten guineas to the London 
Association of Builders’ Foremen and 
Clerks of Works towards its Pension 
Fund. 


1.H.V.E. Examinations, 1949. 


The next examinations for graduateship 
and associate membership of the Institu- 
tion of Heating and Ventilating Engineers 
will be held in London and provincial 
centres and, if mecessary, overseas, on 
Saturday, April 9, 1949. 


New Swedish Cement Factory. 

Quarrying will shortly start at the big 
limestone mountain at Stora Vika, near 
Nynishamn, on the Baltic coast, and 
early next year one of the two kilns of 
the new factory built by Skanska Cement 
AB—Sweden’s leading cement concern— 
will be lit to produce daily 500 tons of 
cement clinkers. The factory has so far 
cost nearly 20,000,000 kronor (£1,380,000). 


Lectures on Vibrated Concrete. f 

A course of four lectures and four 
practical periods on the subject of 
vibrated concrete will be given by Mr. 
D. A. Stewart, A.M.L.C.E., A.M.LE.E., 
on November 29 to December 3 at 
King’s College, University of Durham, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Those wishing to 
take the course should apply to the 
Director of Extra-Mural Studies, King’s 
College, 7, Windsor-crescent, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, 2, enclosing the fee of 15s. 


Revisions to Building Code. 

The publication of the Fourth Edition 
of the Standard Method of Measurement 
of Building Works has necessitated a few 
revisions to the “ Code for the Measure- 
ment of Building Work in Small Dwel- 
ling Houses.” hese amendments have 
been printed on leaflets ready gummed 
for insertion into copies of the Code 
already issued, and can be obtained free 
of charge on application to the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 12 
Great George-street, S.W.1. The appli- 
cation should state the number of copies 
required and should be accompanied by 
a stamped addressed foolscap envelope. 


Lectures to L.C.C. Schools. 

A series of lectures arranged by the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, the Insti- 
tution of Electrical Engineers and the 
Institution of Municipal Engineers for 
L.C.C. schools, is. being given at the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers, Great George- 
street, Westminster, S.W.1. The next 
lecture, on November 17, on “ The 
Wonders of Bridge Building,” by H. 
Shirley Smith, M.LC.E., will be followed 
on December 8, by “ Telecommunica- 
tions, Telephone, aes and Radio,” 
by Capt. . F. Booth, O.B.E., M.LE.E. 
This is part of the general scheme where- 
by lectures on engineering subjects can 
be made available for the older boys 
and girls in schools, so that they may 
have a better appreciation of the con- 
tribution which engineering science makes 
in everyday life. Such lectures, which 
can be given either at individual schools 
or for groups of schools, are supple- 
mented by the annual Christmas lectures 
to boys at the Institution. For Christ- 
mas 1948, the subject will be “ Big Ships 
and their Docks.” Three lectures will 
be given covering (a) “Building Big 
Ships,” (b) “ Running and Navigating a 
Ship,” and (c) “ Constructing a Dock” 
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Builders’ 1,000th House. 


On November 10 the Mayor of Maid- 
stone, Alderman William Day, takes over 
the thousandth house built since the end 
of the war in Kent and district by Messrs. 
Gough Cooper and Co., Ltd., of Dart- 
ford. The house, which is on the Shep- 
way Estate, Maidstone, is of the “ Easi- 
form” type, a form of building in which 
the firm has specialised. 


Housing in India. 

Structural and Mechanical Develop- 
ment Engineers, Ltd., Slough, have signed 
a 12-year contract with the Government 
of India for Alcrete prefabricated houses. 
S.M.D. (a subsidiary of Almin, Ltd., 
Farnham Royal) will supervise the erec- 
tion of factories in India and supply the 
fabricated aluminium components. Each 
factory will produce 5,500 houses per 
year. 


School of Building Prizegiving. 

The annual prizegiving of L.C.C. Brix- 
ton School of Building will take place at 
the County Hall, Westminster-bridge, 
S.E.1, on November 23, at 7 p.m., when 
Sir Luke Fawcett, C.B.E., will present the 
prizes. There will be an exhibition of 
students’ work from 5.30 p.m. All mem- 
bers of the building industry and others 
interested in building education are in- 
vited to be present. Admission will be 
by programme, which may be obtained 
from the Secretary, L.C.C. Brixton 
School of Building, Ferndale-road, S.W.4. 


Research on Machine Tools. 


Opening the new workshops of the 
Production Engineering Research Asso- 
ciation of Great Britain at Staveley Lodge. 
Melton Mowbray, on October 26, Sir 
Geoffrey Heyworth, Chairman of the 
Advisory Council for Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, said that the key to the 
future of Britain to a great degree lay in 
the activities of the Research Association. 
He felt that Government assistance had 
been generous in subscribing £ to £ with 
industry and, besides that, in making a 
special grant of £25,000 towards the mach- 
ine tools required. 

Advisory Committee on Capital Cuts. 

The grand council of the F.B.1. recently 
considered the statement of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on productivity. 
The president, Sir Frederick Bain, 
reported that he had expressed the 
opinion to Sir Stafford Cripps that this 
matter should be handied, each in their 
own spheres, by employers and Trade 
‘Unions working along parallel lines. 
The grand council endorsed this action 
and decided to appoint a production 
committee to advise what further steps 
the Federation should take. At the same 
time they recorded their view that 
success would inevitably be limited so 
long as present restrictions on capital 
expenditure were maintained. Even 
within the limits prescribed by the 
balance of payments problems, industry 
could not safely be left much longer 
as the residuary legatee, whose claims 
for capital expenditure are the last to be 
met. 
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A Silver Jubilee Number. 


This year our contemporary, The 
South African Builder, celebrates its sil- 
ver jubilee, and to commemorate the occa- 
sion a special 25th anniversary number 
of the journal has been compiled by Keith 
G. Fleming, F.C.LS., assisted by J. W. 
King. The lifetime of The South Afri- 
can Builder has coincided with a period 
of constant change and development in the 
Dominion, and this provides the general 
theme of the special number. Admirably 
produced and presented with some excel- 
lent illustrations, it contains over 20 
full-length articles and features recording 
the remarkable growth in modern times 
of South African industry generally and 
of the building industry in particular. 
In these developments The South African 
Builder has played an important and ener- 
getic part, and in offering the paper our 
sincere congratulations we are sure in 
the knowledge that it will have an even 
more spectacular story to tell when its 
Golden Jubilee is celebrated 25 years 
hence. 











A Specialised Service and 
System of Construction for 
Architects 
As specialists, HELICON design, 
design and construct, or construct 
only, according to the needs of 

the client. 
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| makes them economical. 
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Course in Management. 


A special course of about 16 lectures 
will be provided on Friday evenings 
from 6.30 p.m. until 8.30 p.m. at the 
L.C.C. Brixton School of Building, 
Ferndale-road, S.W.4, commencing on 
November 19. The course is intended 
for men with good technical qualifica- 
tions who wish to further their prepara- 
tion for appointments as higher execu- 
tives in the building industry. Appli- 
cants for admission to the course must 
be not less than 23 years of age, must 
hold a Higher National Certificate or 
Higher National Diploma in building or 
a technical qualification of a compar- 
able standard, and must have occupied 
for not less than one year a position 
in the building industry involving the 
exercise of supervisory duties. The lec- 
tures will cover the following subjects:— 

The Structure of Modern Industry, 
Industrial and Commercial Organisation, 
the Nature of Management, the Tools 
of Management, and the Practice of 
Management. The lecturers will 
Mr. O. W. Standingford, F.1.LA. (Dip.), 
M.O.M.A., and J. D. Gould, A.M.LI.A. 
The fee for the course will be £1 10s. 
Application should be made to the 
Secretary of the School not later than 
November 12. Applicants should Be 
name, age, address, technical qualifica- 
tions, firm by which employed, position 
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Helicon. Architects and engineers 
appreciate its fitness for purpose— 
they appreciate, too, the specialised 
advicetwhich is so necessary in this 
form of construction, 


Helicon Pre - Cast 


Concrete and Cast Stone 
For free advice on this or on any 
type of ferro-concrete construction, 
call, write, or’ phone for a techni¢al 
fepresentative to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR 
ENGINEERING CO. rb. 


82 VICTORIA STREET. WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1. 
PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. 
RESIDENT AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM. MIDDLESBROUGH. NEWCASTLE 
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“ Building Good Houses” Exhibition. 

This exhibition is now being presented 
at the Science Museum, South Kensing- 
ton, and has opened for a period of 
two months from Monday, November 1. 
During the last two years this exhibition 
has been on an extensive tour of the 
British Isles and has been seen by over 
250,000 people. It is sponsored by the 
Building Research Station of the D.S.LR. 


Film Strips on Timber. 

The Timber Development Association 
have recently collaborated with a firm of 
makers of film strips in the production 
of two strips entitled “The Story of 
Timber ” and “The Structure of Wood.” 
Copies of these two strips are now in the 
Association’s library and these are avail- 
able for loan to schools on application 
to the Librarian, 75, Cannon-street, 
London, E.C.4. 


Housing at Bradford. 

The Ministry of Health have approved 
a further allocation of 100 houses to be 
erected on Bradford Corporation’s direct- 
labour estate at Buttershaw. Last week 
Bradford Housing Committee decided to 
recommend acceptance of separate ten- 
ders for each trade for the erection of 26 
houses at Fagley, amounting to £32,261. 
It was stated that compared with the 
lowest tender for the 26 houses complete, 
at £38,177, the separate tenders would 
effect a saving of £5,916. 


Trading Licences and Exports. 

The Board of Trade announces the 
removal of certain restrictions relating 
to overseas trading in timber, plywood, 
boxboards and veneer. The relaxations 
are made by the Control of Timber (No. 
50) Order, 1948, which amends the Con- 
trol of Timber (No. 22) Order, 1944, and 
came into force on October 4. The 
effect of the Order is that, from October 
4, persons wishing either to trade in 
timber, etc., which is situated abroad 
and is not to be imported into the United 
Kingdom, or to dispose of timber, etc., 
by exporting it from the U.K. to places 
other than the Channel Islands or the 
Isle of Man, will not need to obtain 
trading or disposal licences from the 
Timber Control. The New Order does 
not alter any provisions relating to over- 
seas trading other than those contained 
in Timber Control Orders, nor, in the 
case of exports, does it remove the neces- 
sity to obtain the appropriate licence from 
the Export Licensing Branch of the Board 
of Trade. 


The Need for New Roads. : 

The British Road Federation has is- 
sued a booklet entitled “The Road Way 
to Recovery.” This is the first of a new 
series of publications designed to bring 
into the a of public discussion the 
need for radical improvements in the road 
system. The Federation points out that 
publication has been timed to coincide 
with the Motor and Commercial Motor 
Shows because the full benefits to date of 
the progress achieved in the evolution of 
the motor vehicle have not been enjoyed 
by the community because of the inade- 
quate development of the road system. 
Another reason is that the technical ad- 
vances now being made in the motor in- 
dustry will equally be nullified unless the 
attitude towards road development be- 
comes more positive and energetic steps 
are taken to make the roads fit the traffic, 
instead of the traffic fit the roads. The 
Booklet, written by Mr. Christopher T. 
Brunner, MA., M.Inst.T., may be obtained 
from the Federation, 4a, Bloomsbury- 
square, W.C.1, at 5s. 
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TRADE NEWS 
Engineers in South Africa. 

Nearly three years ago Acrow (En- 
gineers) Ltd., of 33, Catherine-place, 
S.W.1, prepared to establish themselves 
in South Africa. The story of the 
development of the branch from this time 
onwards is told in a_ special Softh 
African number of the monthly “ Acrow 
Review.” 


British Exhibition in Copenhagen. 

Half-a-million people passed through 
the turnstiles at the British Exhibition in 
Copenhagen between September 18 and 
September 26. While it has been impos- 
sible to record separately the visits of 
trade buyers, it is known that some 
16,000 season-tickets were bought, before 
the Exhibition opened, by business men 
_ * teens Sweden, Norway and Fin- 
and. 


Reduction in Price of Liquid Resin. 

The Board of Trade announce that from 
October 1, 1948, the selling price of 
liquid resin distributed through the 
agency of the Liquid Rosin Importers’ 
Association, Ltd., 84, Leadenhall-street. 
E.C.3, has been reduced by £6 per ton to 
£32 per ton ex United Kingdom ware- 
house. Inquiries should be addressed to 
the Director of Sundry Materials, Board 
of Trade, 8-10, Old Jewry, E.C.2. 


Precast Concrete Joists. 

A means of saving timber in house 
construction may be effected by the use 
of pre-cast concrete joists manufactured 
by Minster Floors, Ltd., a subsidiary of 
Concrete, Ltd., Green-lane. Hounslow, 
Middiesex. The manufacturers claim that 
there is little variation from normal prac- 
tice as regards the handling of the joists, 
which are of traditional pattern with 
nailing material at each end. 
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Timber Towers. 

We have received a brochure from J. 
Gerrard and Sons, Ltd., builders and con- 
tractors, of Swinton, Manchester, outlin- 
ing the work they carried out for Govern- 
ment departments between 1935 and 1945. 
Of particular interest is the account, ac- 
companied by illustrations, of the com- 
pany’s work in manufacturing and erect- 
ing timber towers which incorporated the 
use of ring and plate connectors for the 
first time in this country and were used 
for radar, radio transmission and re- 
ceiving. 


Continuous Production of Sawdust 
Board. 


For many years a severe limitation in 
the production of compressed sawdust 
board, a waste material such as sawdust 
bonded with resin, has been the expense 
of heavy presses and the fact that it 
could only be pressed out within certain 
sizes. Intensive research by the British 
Artificial Resin Co. Ltd., 3, Vere-street, 
W.1, has resulted in the evolving of a 
completely new design of plant. Under 
this system sawdust and resin are fed into 
a hopper, mixed, heated to a specific tem- 
perature by radio waves, and then passed 
under pressure while the temperature is 
maintained by infra-red waves. A con- 
tinuous length of hard board emerges 
from this robot plant, passing on, to 2 
metal table where it is cut to whatever 
length is required. The board, which 
has been tested and passed by the Build- 
ing Research Station, is claimed to be 
superior in strength and other qualities 
to similar material and to cost less than 
a third of the average price to manufac- 
ture. It is claimed that a small produc- 
tion unit of six of these plants can, with 
very little supervision, produce during 
24 hours (in three 8-hour shifts) about 
13 miles of board. The board will be 
four feet in width and quarter inch to 
three-quarter inch in thickness. Plans are 
in hand for the erection of factories in 
different parts of the country for the 
manufacture of plants and for their 
operation. Negotiations are proceeding 
for the sale of plant to many different 
countries, involving amounts totalling 
£1,500,000. It is said that in due course 
exports should earn over £3,000,000 each 
year. Each plant at present costs about 
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SAND-LIME AND CONCRETE 
BRICKS 


Durinc the last 50 years the use of 
sand-lime bricks and of concrete bricks 
has grown until these two materials have 
acquired an established place in build- 
ing. Kt is therefore appropriate that a 
review of their properties and uses should 
be given in the National Building Studies 
series. This review is provided in 
“ National Building Studies Bulletin No. 
4, Sand-Lime and Concrete Bricks,” price 
6d. (20 cents U.S.A.), by post 7d., recently 
published. R 

After a brief description of the methods 
of manufacture of these materials, an 
account is given of their strength and 
durability, fire resistance, and other phy- 
sical properties. Their various uses are 
discussed with reference to the relevant 
British Standard Specifications, and finally 
the precautions to be observed in storage, 
laying, and plastering and rendering are 
outlined. 

A more detailed account of the manu- 
facture and properties of sand-lime bricks 
was published recently as “ National 
Building Studies Special Report Nw 3, 
Sand-lime bricks "—H.M.S.O., price 
Is. 3d. (45 cents U.S.A.), by post Is. 


5d. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Builders Support Foremen’s Fund. 

The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has sent ten guineas to the London 
Association of Builders’ Foremen and 
aca of Works towards its Pension 

und. 


1.H.V.E. Examinations, 1949. 

The next examinations for graduateship 
and associate membership of the Institu- 
tion of Heating and Ventilating Engineers 
will be held in London and provincial 
centres and, if necessary, overseas, on 
Saturday, April 9, 1949. 


New Swedish Cement Factory. 


Quarrying will shortly start at the big 
limestone mountain at Stora Vika, near 
Nynishamn, on the Baltic coast, and 
early next year one of the two kilns of 
the new factory built by Skanska Cement 
AB—Sweden’s leading cement concern— 
will be lit to produce daily 500 tons of 
cement clinkers. The factory has so far 
cost nearly 20,000,000 kronor (£1,380,000). 


Lectures on Vibrated Concrete. é 


A course of four lectures and four 
practical periods on the subject of 
vibrated concrete will be given by Mr. 
D. A. Stewart, A.M.LC.E., A.M.LE.E., 
on November 29 to December 3 at 
King’s College, University of Durham, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Those wishing to 
take the course should apply to the 
Director of Extra-Mural Studies, King’s 
College, 7, Windsor-crescent, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, 2, enclosing the fee of 15s. 


Revisions to Building Code. 

The publication of the Fourth Edition 
of the Standard Method of Measurement 
of Building Works has necessitated a few 
revisions to the “ Code for the Measure- 
ment of Building Work in Small Dwel- 
ling Houses.” These amendments have 
been printed on leaflets ready gummed 
for insertion into copies of the Code 
already issued, and can be obtained free 
of charge on application to the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 12 
Great George-street, S.W.1. The appli- 
cation should state the number of copies 
required and should be accompanied by 
a stamped addressed foolscap envelope. 


Lectures to L.C.C. Schools. 


A series of lectures arranged by the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, the Insti- 
tution of Electrical Engineers and the 
Institution of Municipal Engineers for 
L.C.C. schools, is. being given at the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers, Great George- 
street, Westminster, S.W.1. The next 
lecture, on November 17, on “The 
Wonders of Bridge Building,” by H. 
Shirley Smith, M.L.C.E., will be followed 
on December 8, by “ Telecommunica- 
tions, Telephone, Telegraph and Radio,” 
by Capt. C. F. Booth, O.B.E., M.LE.E. 
This is part of the general scheme where- 
by lectures on engineering subjects can 
be made available for the older boys 
and girls in schools, so that they may 
have a better appreciation of the con- 
tribution which engineering science makes 
in everyday life. Such lectures, which 
can be given either at individual schools 
or for groups of schools, are supple- 
mented by the annual Christmas lectures 
to boys at the Institution. For Christ- 
mas 1948, the subject will be “ Big Ships 
and their Docks.” Three lectures will 
be given covering (a) “Building Big 
Ships, (b) “ Running and Navigating a 
Ship,” and (c) “ Constructing a Dock” 
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Builders’ 1,000th House. 


On November 10 the Mayor of Maid- 
stone, Alderman William Day, takes over 
the thousandth house built since the end 
of the war in Kent and district by Messrs. 
Gough Cooper and Co., Ltd., of Dart- 
ford. The house, which is on the Shep- 
way Estate, Maidstone, is of the “ Easi- 
form” type, a form of building in which 
the firm has specialised. 


Housing in India. 

Structural and Mechanical Develop- 
ment Engineers, Ltd., Slough, have signed 
a 12-year contract with the Government 
of India for Alcrete prefabricated houses. 
S.M.D. (a subsidiary of Almin, Ltd., 
Farnham Royal) will supervise the erec- 
tion of factories in India and supply the 
fabricated aluminium components. Each 
factory will produce 5,500 houses per 
year. 


School of Building Prizegiving. 

The annual prizegiving of L.C.C. Brix- 
ton School of Building will take place at 
the County Hall, Westminsterridge, 
S.E.1, on November 23, at 7 p.m., when 
Sir Luke Fawcett, C.B.E., will present the 
prizes. There will be an exhibition of 
students’ work from 5.30 p.m. All mem- 
bers of the building industry and others 
interested in building education are in- 
vited to be present. Admission will be 
by programme, which may be obtained 
from the Secretary, L.C.C. Brixton 
School of Building, Ferndale-road, S.W.4. 


Research on Machine Tools. 


Opening the new workshops of the 
Production Engineering Research Asso- 
ciation of Great Britain at Staveley Lodge, 
Melton Mowbray, on October 26, Sir 
Geoffrey Heyworth, Chairman of the 
Advisory Council for Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, said that the key to the 
future of Britain to a great degree lay in 
the activities of the Research Association. 
He felt that Government assistance had 
been generous in subscribing £ to £ with 
industry and, besides that, in making a 
special grant of £25,000 towards the mach- 
ine tools required. 


Advisory Committee on Capital Cuts. 


The grand council of the F.B.1. recently 
considered the statement of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on productivity. 
The president, Sir Frederick Bain. 
reported that he had expressed the 
opinion to Sir Stafford Cripps that this 
matter should be handied, each in their 
own spheres, by employers and Trade 
Unions working along parallel lines. 
The grand council endorsed this action 
and decided to appoint a production 
committee to advise what further steps 
the Federation should take. At the same 
time they recorded their view that 
success would inevitably be limited so 
long as present restrictions on capital 
expenditure were maintained. Even 
within the limits prescribed by the 
balance of payments problems, industry 
could not safely be left much longer 
as the residuary legatee, whose claims 
for capital expenditure are the last to be 
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A Silver Jubilee Number. 


This year our contemporary, The 
South African Builder, celebrates its sil- 
ver jubilee, and to commemorate the occa- 
sion a special 25th anniversary number 
of the journal has been compiled by Keith 
G. Fleming, F.C.L.S., assisted by J. W. 
King. The lifetime of The South Afri- 
can Builder has coincided with a period 
of constant change and development in the 
Dominion, and this provides the general 
theme of the special number. Admirably 
produced and presented with some excel- 
lent illustrations, it contains over 20 
full-length articles and features recording 
the remarkable growth in modern times 
of South African industry generally and 
of the building industry in particular. 
In these developments The South African 
Builder has played an important and ener- 
getic part, and in offering the paper our 
sincere congratulations we are sure in 
the knowledge that it will have an even 
more spectacular story to tell when its 
Golden Jubilee is celebrated 25 years 
hence. 
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Course in Management. 

A special course of about 16 lectures 
will be provided on Friday evenings 
from 6.30 p.m. until 8.30 p.m. at the 
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Pre-Cast 
and In-Situ Floors 


Helicon floors are light, rigid, fire- 
proof, sound- resisting and hygienic, 
and are readily adapted to meer all 
requirements. Speedy erection 
makes them economical. 


for men with good technical qualifica- 
tions who wish to further their prepara- 
tion for appointments as higher execu- 
tives in the building industry. Appli- 
cants for admission to the course must 
be not less than 23 years of age, must 
nf hold a Higher National Certificate or 
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Concrete Design and Com- a technical qualification of a compar- 
ere. able standard, and must have occupied 
county today ne cones, for not less than one year a position 
Helicon. Architects and engineers in the building industry involving the 
appreciate its fitness for purpose~ exercise Of supervisory duties. The lec- 
they appreciate, too, the specialised tures will cover the following subjects:— 
The Structure of Modern Industry. 

Industrial and Commercial Organisation, 
the Nature of Management, the Tools 
of Management, and the Practice of 
Management. The lecturers will be 
Mr. O. W. Standingford, F.1.1.A. (Dip.), 
M.O.M.A., and J. D. Gould, A.M.L1LA. 
The fee for the course will be £1 10s. 
Application should be made to the 
Secretary of the School not later than 
November 12. Applicants should Raa 
name, age, address, technical qualifica- 
tions, firm by which employed, position 


=z 





advice*which is so necessary in this 
form of construction. 


Helicon Pre - Cast 


Concrete and Cast Stone 
For free advice on this or on any 
type of ferro-concrete construction, 
call, write, or ‘phone for a technical 
representative to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR 
ENGINEERING CO. iTD. 


82 VICTORIA STREET. WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1. 
PHONE: VICTORIA 6638. 
RESIDENT AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM, MIDDLESBROUGH. NEWCASTLE 
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“ Building Good Houses” Exhibition. 
[his exhibition is now being presented 
at the Science Museum, South Kensing- 
ton, and has opened for a period of 
two months from Monday, November 1. 
During the last two years this exhibition 
has been on an extensive tour of the 
British Isles and has been seen by over 
250,000 people. It is sponsored by the 
Building Research Station of the D.S.LR. 


Film Strips on Timber. 

The Timber Development Association 
have recently collaborated with a firm of 
makers of film strips in the production 
of two strips entitled “The Story of 
Timber ” and “The Structure of Wood.” 
Copies of these two strips are now in the 
Association’s library and these are avail- 
able for loan to schools on application 
to the Librarian, 75, Cannon-street, 
London, E.C.4. 


Housing at Bradford. 

The Ministry of Health have approved 
a further allocation of 100 houses to be 
erected on Bradford Corporation’s direct- 
labour estate at Buttershaw. Last week 
Bradford Housing Committee decided to 
recommend acceptance of separate ten- 
ders for each trade for the erection of 26 
houses at Fagley, amounting to £32,261. 
It was stated that compared with the 
lowest tender for the 26 houses complete, 
at £38,177, the separate tenders would 
effect a saving of £5,916. 


Trading Licences and Exports. 

The Board of Trade announces the 
removal of certain restrictions relating 
to overseas trading in timber, plywood, 
boxboards and veneer. The relaxations 
are made by the Control of Timber (No. 
50) Order, 1948, which amends the Con- 
trol of Timber (No. 22) Order, 1944, and 
came into force on October 4. The 
effect of the Order is that, from October 
4, persons wishing either to trade in 
timber, etc., which is situated abroad 
and is net to be imported into the United 
Kingdom, or to dispose of timber, etc., 
by exporting it from the U.K. to places 
other than the Channel Islands or the 
Isle of Man, will not need to obtain 
trading or disposal licences from the 
Timber Control. The New Order does 
not alter any provisions relating to over- 
seas trading other than those contained 
in Timber Control Orders, nor, in the 
case of exports, does it remove the neces- 
sity to obtain the appropriate licence from 
the Export Licensing Branch of the Board 
of Trade. 


The Need for New Roads. ; 

The British Road Federation has is- 
sued a booklet entitled “ The Road Way 
to Recovery.” This is the first of a new 
series of publications designed to bring 
into the light of public discussion the 
need for radical improvements in the road 
system. The Federation points out that 
publication has been timed to coincide 
with the Motor and Commercial Motor 
Shows because the full benefits to date of 
the progress achieved in the evolution of 
the motor vehicle have not been enjoyed 
by the community because of the inade- 
quate development of the road system. 
Another reason is that the technical ad- 
vances now being made in the motor in- 
dustry will Boas: 4 be nullified unless the 
attitude towards road development be- 
comes more positive and energetic steps 
are taken to make the roads fit the traffic, 
instead of the traffic fit the roads. The 
Booklet, written by Mr. Christopher T. 
Brunner, MA., M.Inst.T., may be obtained 
from the Federation, 4a, Bloomsbury- 
square, W.C.1, at 5s. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Engineers in South Africa. 

_Nearly three years ago Acrow (En- 
gineers) Ltd., of 33, Catherine-place, 
S.W.1, prepared to establish themselves 
in South Africa. The story of the 
development of the branch from this time 
onwards is told in a _ special Softh 
African number of the monthly “ Acrow 
Review.” 

British Exhibition in Copenhagen. 

Half-a-million people passed through 
the turnstiles at the British Exhibition in 
Copenhagen between September 18 and 
September 26. While it has been impos- 
sible to record separately the visits of 
trade buyers, it is known that some 
16,000 season-tickets were bought, before 
the Exhibition opened, by business men 
_ + eee Sweden, Norway and Fin- 
and. 


Reduction in Price of Liquid Resin. 

The Board of Trade announce that from 
October 1, 1948, the selling price of 
liquid resin distributed through the 
agency of the Liquid Rosin Importers’ 
Association, Ltd., 84, Leadenhall-street. 
E.C.3, has been reduced by £6 per ton to 
£32 per ton ex United Kingdom ware- 
house. Inquiries should be addressed to 
the Director of Sundry Materials, Board 
of Trade, 8-10, Old Jewry, E.C.2. 


Precast Concrete Joists. 

A means of saving timber in house 
construction may be effected by the use 
of pre-cast concrete joists manufactured 
by Minster Floors, Ltd., a subsidiary of 
Concrete, Ltd., Green-lane, Hounslow, 
Middlesex. The manufacturers claim that 
there is little variation from normal prac- 
tice as regards the handling of the joists, 
which are of traditional pattern with 
nailing material at each end. 








JACONITE 
TILES 


NON-SLIP 


FLOOR, CILL AND COVE TILES 
All Colours and Sizes. 





Factories at: 


LONDON 

BIRMINGHAM 

MANCHESTER 

BRIDGEND, GLAM, 
FOR 


HOSPITALS, SCHOOLS, CANTEENS, 
HOUSES, POWER STATIONS AND 
ALL PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
Immediate Deliveries 


of standard sizes and colours 








147, VICTORIA STREET, ‘ 
LONDON, S,W.1 
Tet. No.: VIC 3043 (4 LINES) 
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Timber Towers. 

We have received a brochure from J. 
Gerrard and Sons, Ltd., builders and con- 
tractors, of Swinton, Manchester, outlin- 
ing the work they carried out for Govern- 
ment departments between 1935 and 1945. 
Of particular interest is the account, ac- 
companied by illustrations, of the com- 
pany’s work in manufacturing and erect- 
ing timber towers which incorporated the 
use of ring and plate connectors for the 
first time in this country and were used 
for radar, radio transmission and re- 
ceiving. 


Continuous Production of Sawdust 
Board. 


For many years a severe limitation in 
the uction of compressed sawdust 
board, a waste material such as sawdust 
bonded with resin, has been the expense 
of heavy presses and the fact that it 
could only be pressed out within certain 
sizes. Intensive research by the British 
Artificial Resin Co. Ltd., 3, Vere-street, 
W.1, has resulted in the evolving of a 
completely new design of plant. Under 
this system sawdust and resin are fed into 
a hopper, mixed, heated to a specific tem- 
perature by radio waves, and then passed 
under pressure while the temperature is 
maintained by infra-red waves. A con- 
tinuous length of hard board emerges 
from this robot plant, passing on, to 2 
metal table where it is cut to whatever 
length is required. The board, which 
has been tested and passed by the Build- 
ing Research Station, is claimed to be 
superior in strength and other qualities 
to similar material and to cost less than 
a third of the average price to manufac- 
ture. It is claimed that a small produc- 
tion unit of six of these plants can, with 
very little supervision, produce during 
24 hours (in three 8-hour shifts) about 
13 miles of board. The board will be 
four feet in width and quarter inch to 
three-quarter inch in thickness. Plans are 
in hand for the erection of factories in 
different parts of the country for the 
manufacture of plants and for their 
operation. Negotiations are proceeding 
for the sale of plant to many different 
countries, involving amounts totalling 
£1,500,000. It is said that in due course 
exports should earn over £3,000,000 each 
year. Each plant at present costs about 


SAND-LIME AND CONCRETE 
BRICKS 


DurInGc the last 50 years the use of 
sand-lime bricks and of concrete bricks 
has grown until these two materials have 
acquired an established place in build- 
ing. It is therefore appropriate that a 
review of their properties and uses should 
be given in the National Building Studies 
series. This review is provided in 
“ National Building Studies Bulletin No. 
4, Sand-Lime and Concrete Bricks,” price 
6d. (20 cents U.S.A.), by post 7d., recently 
published. i 

After a brief description of the methods 
of manufacture of these materials, an 
account is given of their strength and 
durability, fire resistance, and other phy- 
sical properties. Their various uses are 
discussed with reference to the relevant 
British Standard Specifications, and finally 
the precautions to be observed in storage, 
laying, and plastering and rendering are 
outlined. 

A more detailed account of the manu- 
facture and properties of sand-lime bricks 
was published recently as “ National 
Building Studies Special Report Ne 3, 
Sand-lime bricks” —H.M.S.O., __ price 
Is. 3d. (45 cents U.S.A.), by post Is. 5d. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [,'3°°°%, 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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" ’ 
° to hos Lee the rates are :-—Craftsmen, 2s. 11d.; Labourers, 2s. 4d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :-— 
t Plus 2d. a working day. 
Pde is the County rate oa a applies excops aye except where higher pom are stated. 
Ww. eer um in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
a <n all districts Sen tae Tad, ee fouintry the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 1s, 114d. per hoor. Women introduced to 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 544 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 
for smaller quantities ex merchant's warehouse will of course be higher. Oty Ss Caer een ane 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, etc. 
£s & 
first Hard Stocks .. a % 815 0 
Second Hard Stocks J ; 8 00 
_ Stocks 610 0 


oaded free into lorry at the works. “The question 

ef haciaas to CAE Gr Glee: Uk ieee ek 
obtained from job to job. 

2j-in Nomunal At Maiden To Sites in West 

Phorpres Bricks. Lane Stin., Central District 


peri ,000. per 1,000. 
s. d e 4, 
Commons 73 0 85 0 
Cellular 67 11 82 11 
Keyed 75 0 87 0 
Cellular Keyed Mb 69 li 84 11 
Rustics ; ; 93 «60 105 0 
Cellular Rustics 87 11 peo | 
Single Bulinose . 93 0 
Best White Facings 156 6 137 10t 
pe 142 10° 
Sandfaced 103 0 115 oO 
Cortex Facing Brick 88 0 100 0 


* At Kings Cross Stn. tex Kings Cross Stn. 


Best ie Fased Bal. Sond Saad « 
Do. eee 
Bie Wire Cuts (London Sins ‘ 
a 1 eee 
. ae 5.8 18 6 3 in. 
Giazep Bricxs (London Stns.). 
below are now subject to a 
Best White Ivory Dd’ 
and Salt Cee . D’ble Hi 
r 
Headers 39 10 O Twosides&oneend 56 
Quoins, Bullnose “ES 
& 44in. Flats 50 
Second Quality, he. ont 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 
Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
Hottow CLay PartITion BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 
Minimum Lorry paam. Keyed. 
2 a yd. sup. 
4 
4 84, 
Half blocks’ add 2s. per yard super to above prices 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
: ? % per yd. sup. 


” 


eee eee eee eee ee 
eee ee eee ee eee eee 
eee eee ee eee eee ee 


Teer eee eee ee eee) 


2’ per yd. sup. 
a « 


Pec i eR 
Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super 
Size 12 x 9 x 24” 
Size 12x9x3 
Size 12x 9x 4" ié 
HeaesteAD—Kevep Two Sires. — 
BeS22 cain : ae 12x9x3°. 
12x 9x 24". 3 4 12x9x4". 
Per yard ‘super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. 


both sides. 
STONE. 


” ” 





a> &28WwY 


BatH STONE— 
Monks Park 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway 

Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S.Rly. ........2+++ per ft. cube 
Note.—Id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 

over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
over 10 cu. ft. ft. cube 
Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 
5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 
? in. per ft. super 

Yorx Srone, prea tose ag Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


eee eee eee eee ee ee) 


eee eee eeeesee 


weet eee eweeee 


FOR. MET) . si cwcccceees perft.super 9 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto a 10 
3 in. sawn two:sides slabs (ran- 

Gomi SBR) cas cvcics tases pe a 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one sideslabs___,, 

(random sizes) (paving) oe 2 
14 in, to 2 in. ditto ....20.- de 2 

Harp Yornx— 

Delivered at any Goods a London 
Scrappled random per ft. cube 13 
6 in. sawn cro des landings 10 ies (under 

Dt. HIRED... obs cicccechena per ft. “= 6 s 


6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto 

4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

3 sizes 
m. eeeeere 


” 


Cee reenter nanan eeee ” 


CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard S 


tion delivered London area 

6-ton loads and upwards site 

1- to 6-tons site 

In non-returnable paper bags charged at 
11/— net per ton or 7d. each net per sack 
in lots of less than I ton. 

In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 11 /- 
per ton. 

In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net 
per sack in lots of less than I ton. Credit 
on return at 1/6 net per sack. 

In returnable cotton at the rate 
gph g be gw yg Credit on return at 
3/- met each sack 

? Penuents ™ Rapid Hardening Cement 

6-ton. loads and upwards site 

l- to 6-tons site 

In paper bags 11 /— per ton extra. 

* Aquacrete ”’ Water Repellent cement,31/6 
per ton on ordinary “Blue Circle” 


Red, Buf or Khaki" Coloreree" in 6400 


rT one ton 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
ee ee ene eee 
u 


bags 9/ 
Sennt Geen (Ww. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish. . 1S 6to 
(i-ton lots and upwards, ‘including cost 
of paper ). 


8. 
1 


Parian Cement 8 





3 Keen's Cement White § 


s. d. 
19 
718 6 











GEO.W.KING™ 


H:TCHIN-HERTS 


ONE HITCHIN 96 ~ 


WRITE FOR 
ILLUSTRATED 
BOOKLET 





ditto ditto 
2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super . 


SAND. : 
D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs Westminster, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. s & 
Frees WeMaee oo. iieccesece’ per yd. is 9 
PE Sdccbeecdadcauceches e 15 10 
8 RGR eee dave Quick a is 2 
WO BNE siniccciencwnhedés a + 
BOs GDS. vciccbidecccescce ” 
? in. Broken Brick .......... “ 17 6 
Pel SN oi hid hace sccvccee pe 0 4 


of not less than 6 tons 


i NE occ cntccdevewacs 94 6 

Ditto, hand-made, ditto ..........-.. ii @ 
GONG - caicnnseccniurecseeve 12 4 0 

Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ........ ¢ #8 3 
(per —Machine-made ...... is 4 


First quality Penrhyn or Portmadoc. 
eetres Suet Awe See Leen eee 
Per 1, actual £ s. d. €n 4 
24 by 12 ...... 67 14 Q@ I8by 10. 413 06 
Sn OF ER iv cccas 3939 20 18by9 . | = =e 
pa 2: Pe 533 6 6 i6by10. 310 @ 
20 by 12 ...... 4410 0 i6by8 36 8 
y ig Fe #412 6 
NoTE : in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 

Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 
S.D. Buys cocks uTCH HEAD, For Iron. 
4 in 66/- 2 in. 108/— per doz. 
$i a Sine IRON, 
in. - in. /- doz. 
$.D. Sror ron Thon. 
im. zim. Lin. 13 in. in. 2 in. 
a na Coon 189/- - / $90/— per doz. 
Cocks WITH Unrons ron LEAD. 

Fi 1 in. liin. Ihin. 2 in. 
= 164/- Dousts Not. Bo 438/— 736/— per doz. 

ut 

naa i* 1 in. ijin. thin. 2 in. 

17/- /- 33/- 68/- 108/- 140/- per doz. 
ape ? egg eng Seg 
lin Lin, Hin. 
a 1 “> 18S/— 371/- — per doz. 
AND 
ltin. Ihin. Zin. 3inw Hin. 
23/6 26/6 45/—- 68/—- 89/-  112/- per doz. 
ltin. 2in. Zin. Bin. 4in. 

B/- BRK G6/- 83/- 101/— per doz. 
Leap wirn Brass CLEANING SCREWS. 
1gx6ib. 14x6tb. 2x7ib. 3x7 Ib. 

Lead P. 57/- /- 1i1/- 144/— per doz, 
Lead S. 69/- 84/- 138/- 153/— per doz. 

So_prr.—Piumbers’, 3/1, Tinmen’s 4/-, Blow pipe, 
4/1 per Ib. 

r Tubes 1/11 per tb. Basis. 

Brass Tubes ...... 1/11¢ per lb. Basis. 


Basis prices are subject to extras. 
Aoeagetiee 





£s. 4. 
ae ee Oe .-.. pergailion 1 1 9 
Boiled Linseed Oil ( ays “i ae 
Genuine White Lead ( beak mm: 7 3s 
Genuine White Paint (tins free) gall. 2 5 O 
Genuine Red Lead .......... cwt. 612 6 
Putty (free packages) ........ cw. 3 0 06 
Size XD quality. ............. —_ on 8 0 
Turpentine substitute can be obtai and prices 
vary according to quality from ae ies cou 
etc. 
’ gallon. 
Cee Wee ic seksecikceas Outside 1 6 0 
CR sd kihecdeeccn seas an 116 0 
DEE | Cicuaeetuctvoces . 115 0 
Sees a me 112 8 
eS rears Inside 110 O 
Fine Pale Paper.............. a 7 : 
Gopal Vernen a: re ib ¢ 
Fine > cnaséucee - 
~ riwagaabe me Hie , 
Best Japan Goid Size ........ ‘a 
Best Black Japan ...........- os 18 6 
Brunswick Black ..........-0ssseesveee 146 
CE cc Pe eee es Vecccavencer svt 18 6 
Knotting (patent) ..............6+. otaee.. Ue 
French and Brush Polish .........-...+ 18 6 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene .......----- 18 6 
GLUE. 
Best Scotch Glue ............ pertjcwt. 414 6 
Ci ME cickcahncesascacee per Ib. 29 
* The inf on these pages been 
i for Buicper, and is 
aim in a a a SS _ the 
average prices materials, not necessarily highes: 
or lowest. and quantity ee . 
prices—a fact should be those 
who make use of this information. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


METALS. 
Jorsts, Gmpers, &c., TO LONDON STATION. PER 
R. S. Joists, cut and fitted .......... £30 10 0 
Piain Compound Girders .......... £35 0 0 
” ” Stanchions ........ £42 10 O 
DPE KE ics Soci da pecevevh ess £53 0 0 


Notr.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 


ton. 
Diameter. £s. d. Diameter. £ «a ¢, 
om: <<... 6.97 4 Tree ee 
a 26 2 6 gin. to 2j in. 23 17 6 
taxes 
WrouGutr TuBes AND FrrrTiIncs. 
Deliveries from works. 
iveri Ree Gate Sate 23% gross. 
Tubes Tubulars and Ag 
2"/6° 4"/6" 19/24 3°/2” 24°/6" 
Light weight at ae Bee 
vy weight .... 42 42 3 39 a7 
Galv. lightweight .. 28 — 28 28 28 
Galv. heavyweight... 18 18 18 18 18 


Tubes and tubulars sizes ¢”/}” inclusive, charged 
extra of 5%, less gross. 

Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5° less gross discount. 

Terms.—Net cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 


over. : 
C.l. Hatr-Rounp Gutters.—London Prices ex 


Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles ends. 
OM Vihasseces veh pansey 2/5 2/2 7d. 
DeGh.  ccetansveevcacess 2/8 2/5 7d. 
IW. vevesasvercavesse 2/10 2/7 1/- 
BEM: icadkvewieds hess ¥s 3/1 3/- 1/2 
PU Scbieseekiacaendes 3/5 3/3 1/3 
O.G. GUTTERS. 
OM Se cue ee tune o eee 3/1 2/10 9d. 
BGR, ctubvicswebah iron 3/7 2/10 1/- 
mk: winches sates 3/7 3/- 1/2 
re een? A SR rae Ps 3/8 3/5 1/3 
ERT nar oy Bir 4/6 4/- 1/5 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe Bends. Branches 
Angles. 
BA Saccntsbwesecceves $/- 2/7 3/10 
SOR. tcepeddneus Gene os $/3 3/- 4/6 
Da isevcsvasscdevonse $/10 3/8 5/6 
SPM, cpeccwscudececesés 6/8 4/5 6/5 
ek: westshendoacuwanen 7/8 5/3 7/8 
NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.cC.C. Coatep Som Prres.—London Prices, ex stock. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. i Bends. sg 7 gs 





2 in. $/11 4/6 5 
24 in. 6/3 S/1 6/10 
cj) ee 6/11 5/6 8/3 
3 in. 7/10 6/10 9/6 
Ee Oe eee ey ree 8/11 7/8 11/1 
L.C.C. Coatep Drain Pipe. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yard. Bends. Branches 
in 9 fts. 
RR ae 1 117 16/3 12/3 21/6 
Dak .ciseeed 2 0: 4.3882 25/4 43/9 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
Iron. — Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. d. 
Phin d Fes coansnta we baledentapere 28 5 0 
Inon—Staffordshire Marked Bars ........ 3% 0 0 
DEE Deeth DAG 65s vcencacessKatacecusen 2210 O 
BEE Diaek MAOOO oo viviecces cecnnssiovnes 23 17 6 


Ex Merchant's Stock 
per ton —— lots. 


Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— g<é. 
TEMG  Fieeek s546eaa rime chee dsns 7 6 
DE IED in dinign b oW4h 0605.06 Cops vene 7 6 
26 gauge .......- Cis cra eden deakeae 12 6 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

ORUED os kins ccscnseacnevseeveseee 3415 0 
BERING > cksncdvaenan dr vacien senses 36 10 0 
Se MOR i o'dnc's Sneha ess teeka er oten 38 15 0 

Galvanised Fiat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— a aie 
DOO ike choice cencenscdiewirs $s 
DE GRUBO nc ccc crccccvsveccewesesere 37 10 O 
2G GRUBER ncn vwccccccscveceswseesese 39 15 0 

Per ton. 

€ a 12 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, | ton lots........ 36 15 0 
ALL NET. 


METAL WINDOWS. — Standard sizes suitable for 
complete houses, included a ttings, ng two 
coats, and delivery to job, average hoa & 0d. 
to 5s. 3d. per foot super. 


THE BUILDER 


Following are grade rates autho 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, 


Grade Classification 





Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire A 
ee A PENS sc cccecces A 
OS ed ae A DUROON 6. iccccccs A 
Berwickshire ...... A East Fife .....ccec A 
Bridge of Allan....A East Lothian ...... A 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh .......- . 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire ........-- 
ae Forfarshire ......-. A 
See A A 
Dunblane ........ A Glasgow .....--++- . 
Dunbartonshire. ...A Greenock .....--- 
ere A Hamilton .......- 7 ee 





Painters’ rates : 2/94 Grade A ; 2/84 Grade 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


rised by the Scottish N.J.C. from July 11, 1948. ' 
but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


A Craftsmen.... 2/94 


Every 


Labourers. . . 2/3 

Inverness ......-. A MN sss « A 
Inverurie ......-- A Peterhead ........ A 
Kincardineshire . -A —— pews A 

inross-shire ...... ea Phles's 

Lanarkshire ...... A ag aaa oA 
Midlothian ...... A Selkirkshire ||| ||| A 
Monifieth ........ A Stewartry ....._ A 
Moray and Nairn ..A Stirlingshire... |. A 
Newport ........ A Stornoway ........ A 
Peeblesshire ...... A cl ee A 
eutank saan A West Lothian ......A4 





The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Apprentices 
and Trainees’ wages, which will be. snceeased according to scale. 
Shp Satyrenen gee Se eee tle "(Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





a 








GLASS. i HE 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. SCOTTISH BUILDER 
CUT SIZES. Per ft. aon NEW BUILDINGS 
18 oz. 4} Blantyre.—At Bertsfield, new works to be 
WB OL.  -.ssesersessererenseessnerer sees ‘| | sccted tx, which tus mentions aie Basin 
24 Of. CAF ..++0ensreransseserernrernere: $i | Sad Gillon, Lid., Netherton, Wishaw. 
Se a te OS as a wie ald eee ae 3 Shecpen’ botlon ena’ bane 


CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 


Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
MRR, 505.6 ctweasvadeceteese® 74 
ee NE Fs ee Pee eee TS 83 
OR EES EOLA I OLE IP EE 8i 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white ........ Tt 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted ........ 104 
OD Ri Peete ee ree a ee 6 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron ia! 


Manded, $e. Wb oisvess iiveeveveeces | 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast double 


rolled. Per y ’ 
ee 2 Ie, Pn. oo ccc ciseewkecses 93 
COT IN CNR a oo kaw cnnvedsencece 10}! 
HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. ss. d. 
P.B. 2—5j in. x 53 in. x 3¥ in. 2 6 each net 
P.B. 3—7} in. x 72 in. x 34 in. 3 10 a 
P.B. 32—73 in. x 72 in. x 3 in. 3 10 ue j 
Radiused Corner Brick to match up with— 
P.B. SE re FU Ge elon ha diard 46 pH 
P.B. Div biniawdedeucastuubeses 6 0 A 
P.B. Or cu wanted aia nore ace oe 6 0 wa 
TIMBER, SOFTWOODS AND 


HARDWOODS. 

Home GROWN TIMBER Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 94, price Sd. net. 

IMPORTED SOFTWOODS ices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 731, price Is. 1d. net. 

ImporTeD Harpwoops Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price Is. 1d. net. 

Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2 





24hours 


SERVICE 


PLATE 
GLASS 


SHOP FRONTS 








LEAD, etc. 

“(Deliveries =, 
in London 5 cwts.) s. d. 
Lgap.—Sheet, English, 34 ib. and up ~. 130 15 10 
Pipe in coils ........senceevenes Peel Me > - Se 
Bod PIPS oo esis cnisscecdctccacvicccce 135 0 0 
Compo pipe co sence eee eeereeeeee 138 10 0 
Nore. delivery, 10/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4/— per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3/— per cwt extra. Extra if cut to size. 
lead, ex London area, per ton, £70 0.0. Buyers 





by 
AYGEE 


LIMITED 


100, Westminster Bridge 
London, $.E.1. Phone: arene 
SILVERING, BEVELLING, POLISHING, Etc. 











i Ltd., of 
ipewten. to have alterations and additions at 
tanley-st., for which the architects are J. 
Keppie and Henderson, 196, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow. Commercial ear and repair works 
proposed at Meadow-rd., for which the archi- 
tect is W. Lauder, 20, Meadow-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Dean of Guild Court granted per- 
mission to Brownlie & Co., Ltd., City Sawmills, 
Craighall-rd., Glasgow, to erect sawmill factory 
at Saracen-st. Scheme estimated to cost over 
£100,000. 

Glasgow.— Extensions and alterations, etc., to 
be carried out on Martin’s Garage, Rosebank- 
st., for which the architects are Wilkson and 
Low, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Farm workers’ cottages are to 
be erected at Carluke, for which the architects 
are Forrest and Agnew, Shoe-la. bidgs., Car- 
luke. New workshops and other buildings pro- 
posed after demolition scheme at Carmyle-ave., 
for which the architect is G. Fraser, 15, 
Hermiston-ave., Springboig. 

Renfrewshire.—At Redhill, Parkhead-rd., Barr- 
head, Alterations and additions to be carried 
eut. for which the architects are Miller and 
Black, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 


—— 


GLENROTHES NEW TOWN 


THE names of the members of the De- 
velopment Corporation for the new town 
at Glenrothes, Fife, announced by Mr. 
Arthur Woodburn, M.P., Secretary of 
State for Scotland, are Sir Hector McNeill 
(chairman), Mr. John Sneddon (deputy 
chairman), Lady Ruth Balfour, Major 
R. L. Christie, Dr. L. T. M. Gray, Mr. 
J. M. Mitchell, Bailie David Wright and 
Mr. James Wright. 

The Corporation will have the duty 
of poses and developing the new town 
and of running it in its early stages until 
it is ready to be handed over to local 
authority administration. 

_ The Secretary of State proposes to in- 
vite the members to have a preliminary 
meeting with him at an early date. They 
have been appointed for a period of two 
years, but will be eligible for re-appoint- 
ment when their initial period of office 
expires. Q : 

First steps in the Glenrothes project 
were taken in July, 1946, when the late 
Mr. Joseph Westwood, then Secretary of 
State for Scotland, discussed with Fife 
County Council the general question of 
establishing a new town in the area lying 
between Leslie and Markinch to house 
miners. who would be coming into the 
district as mining operations in the area 
developed, and also to meet the indus- 
trial needs in the Leven Valley. 


Development of Japanese Economy. 

A paper on the future development of 
the Japanese economy and the opportuni- 
ties for British trade with Japan has been 
written by H. A. Macrae, C.M.G., M.B.E., 
formerly Minister (Commercial) at 
Majesty’s Em , Tokyo, who 








| 


Japan in 1947. S.O., Price 9d.) 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


| details of Public Appointments open will 
be f mee in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the mee 3 Sf gesnamnyns are those 
for the submission of ers; a dagger (t+) 


denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 
BUILDING 
NOVEMBER 8. 

("Plymouth TS.—Biock of 4 shops at 
Honicknowle. E. G. Catchpole (A.), City A., 
Seymour-rd. 2... £2 2s. ; 

t* D.C.—Houses in 8 various 
villages. Ivor Marie C. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 10. : 
+*Gloucester R.D.C.—10 houses at Maisemore. 
Ww. J. Knight, C., Berkeley-chbrs., Gloucester. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 11. 
+Bilston T.C.—24 flats at Ward-st., Ettings- 
hall. Boro’ A., 20, Wellington-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 12. 


t*Durham Colleges.—Completion of men’s 
rooms at- Hatfield College. Treas., Durham 
College, 38, North Bailey, Durham. Dep. 
£10 10s 


t Wits C.C.—Additional classrooms at Tidworth 


Down Secondary Modern School, Lugershall. 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Decem- 
ber 9. 


NOVEMBER 13. 

+Droitwich ¥.C.—7 gee of Duplex houses at 
Stalls Farm estate, 3. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Essex C.C.—Conversion of existing house at 

Woodford into Occupation Centre. . Conolly 
(F.j, County A., Chelmsford. 

+*Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven) C.C.—Junior 
and Infants’ County School at Waddington. 
C. B. Metcalfe (F.), County A., County Offices, 
Sleaford. Tenders by December 11. 


eee aces tee 15. 

Aireborough U.D.C.—10 bungalows at Haw- - 
site No. 2 &., pAlicklefield House, Rawdon, 
Leeds. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Ashby-de-ta-Zouch &A.D.C.—Six houses at 
Ravebalins Y. G. Bott, A.IL.A.A. & 8., Council 


Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Ashby: -Zouch A.D.C.—Ten houses at 
tieatian V. G. Bott, A.LA.A. & 8., Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Brighton C.B.—Dining-room and kitchen at 


Hertford-rd. school. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 29. 
Faringdon ‘R.D.C.—2 houses at Shellingford. 
K. M. Hart, E. & 8., Counci] Offices, London- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 
t*Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven) C.C.—Altera- 
tions and additions at Carre’s Grammar School, 


Sleaford. -. B. Metcalfe (F.), County A., 
vouney Offices, Sleaford. Tenders by Novem- 
ver 30. 


Wath-upon-Dearne U.D.C.—64 houses. E. & 


8., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 16. 

Cuntes C.B.—Two additional classrooms, etc., 
at Rosehill Primary School. 8. 

Norfolk Standing Joint 
police houses in various districts. 
25, Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 

t*Wandsworth B.C.—Six flats at Broadhinton- 
rd.. Clapham, 6 at Babington-rd., Streatham, 6 
at Henderson-rd., Wandsworth, 6 at Keswick- 


Committee.— Six 
County A., 


rd., Putney, and 6 at Mercier-rd.. Putney. T.C. 
Wanstead and Woodford B.C.—Public con- 
venience at Woodford. B.E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 17. 
“Macclesfield T.C.—28 houses at Ivy-rd. estate. 
Boro’ A., 3, Jordangate. Dep. £2 2s. 
+*Northants ©.C.—Kitchen and dining-room 
at 3 schools. County A., County Hall. 


NOVEMBER 18. 

Melton Mowbray U.D.C.—16 houses at 
Asfordby and Nottingham. rd. site. WwW. H 
Jarvis, E. & S., Egerton Lodge. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newark T.C.—26 houses and 12 flats off Win- 
thorpe-rd. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 19. 
Bradford and Melksham 
houses at Holt. §S. & Architect, 


Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 20. 

Wh ag > R.D.C.—Eight houses at Sandon. 
W Potter C., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

en T.C.—Eight ig yr at Oswald 
Court, Church-st. City E. 

M Woodhouse U.D.C te . at 
Cox’s-la. estate, scheme No. 4; (b) roads and 


Abbey House. 
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George-st. (Forest 
Lawrence Walker, 
Manor House. 


sewers; (c) 10 houses at 
Town) ‘estate, scheme No. 6. 
I.Mun.E., S., Council Offices, 


“Wycombe R.D.C.—30 houses and 10 bungalows 
and incidental works at Hazlemere site. J. M. 
Smith (F.), Architect & S.. 28. High-st.. High 
Wycombe. Dep. £3 3s. (by cheque payable to 
Wycombe R.D.C.). 

NOVEMBER 22. 

*Burniey C.B.—Extensions at Exchange Hotel 

to form additional municipal offices. B.E. & S. 


“Chertsey U.D.C.—Three Rousse off Shake- 
speare-rd., Addlestone. W. V. Davies, E. & §8., 
Council Offices. Dep. £1 “ty 


Hale U.D.C.—Completion of 14 partly con- 
structed houses at “The Mount” estate, Hale 
Barns. §8., Council “Offices, Ashley-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

“Turton U.D.C.—26 houses with appurtenant 


works at Toppings estate, Eagley. A. Baldwin, 
C., Council ces, Bromley Cross, near Bolton. 
Dep. £3 3. 


Walsali T.C.—35 bungalows and 8 houses at 
Dartmouth-ave., Forest-pl.. Beddows-rd., and 
Siaters-la. sites. S., Council House. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 24. 
*Tutbury &.D.C.—Reconstruction 
Holts-la. A. 8. Broad. 8. 
+*Wandsworth B.C.—War damage a aaa and 
alterations at Clapham Library. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
t*Easthourne C.B.—68 houses at = ag 
Davis estate, Hampden Park. B.E., 2-4 
Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s 


NOVEMBER 26. 


work in 


*Pe Combined Police A _— 
Eight police houses at 7 sites. City RK. 
£2 2s. 

Stretford T.C.—% houses and 36 flats at Moss 
Park-rd. site. A. H. Perry, B.S. Dep. £2 2s 


NOVEMBER 27. 

*Billericay U.D.C.—Four blocks of flats at 
Laindon housing site and 4 blocks at Vange 
housing site. S. Dep. £2 2s 

NOVEMBER 29. 

Ches. €.C.—Child welfare centre at Beckett’s- 
la., Huntington. E. M. Parkes, County A., The 
Castle. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Dover T.C.—50 houses at Buckland Valley 
and Green-la, Farm estate. B.E., Maison 
Dieu House. Dep. £2 2s. 








R.D.C.—Two pairs of 


he ONLY Stripper 
THAT GOES THROUGH 


30/40" Coats of Paint 
“rth ONE APPLICAT/ON 


% We shall be pleased to 
send you proof of this. 





S A F E Guaranteed Neutral and 
Harmless. 

S U R E 200 years’ accumulations have 
been stripped. 


SAVES 


its cost in time saved. 
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PIN - to Trade Card or Bill Head for 
THIS details and nearest Stockists. 
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QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
(B DEPT.) 


57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 
Telephone : CLissold 5307 


EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 


545 


“Weymouth and Meicombe 
conveniences at re Coach 
B.E. & 8S. Dep. & 

saan 3. 

Shaftesbury T.C.—26 houses at Grosvenor-rd. 

housing scheme. T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 4. 

*Dunstable T.C.—20 single-bedroom flats at 
Beecroft estate. R. R. Hole (L.), B.S.. Muni- 
cipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 6. 

*Pembrokeshire E.C.—Erection of Haverford- 
west Modern Secondary School. Walter Barrett, 
M.B.E. (A.), ery ae County Offices, Haver- 
fordwest. Dep. £5 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


NOVEMBER 16. 


ark, Westham. 


t*Ba —Painting and sundry renova- 
tions at Park Prewett Hospital for — 
Health Service. F. Hales, Sec. Dep. £2 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 13. 
and Waterloo U.D.C.—RKoads and 
sewers at site No. 1, Leigh-rd. E. & 8S. Dep. 


2s. 

t*Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven C.6.—Sewage 
disposal scheme at North Hykeham 
School. Watkins, . | & Barrell, archi- 
tects, Heslam-chbrs., 191, High-st., Lincoln. 


: —— 6. 
main. B. hd 
Petersfield 


Havant 


T.6.—Sewage pumping 


U.D.C.—Roads and ee at 
Highfield-rd. site. S. & E., Town Hall 

Yeovil T.C.—Roads and sewers at Milford 
housing scheme. 


NOVEMBER 16. 
Doncaster T.C.—Roads and sewers, 
Intake estates, sites Nos. 7d and Te. 
S., 15, South Parade. 


NOVEMBER 2. 
Dalton-in-Furness U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
= 5 ing Cross site. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 22. 
ton ¥.C.—Pumping station in connec- 
inscales water scheme. T.C. Dep. £2. 


NOVEMBER 23. 
R.D.C.—3,412 yds. of 6-in., 9-in. and 
sewers and sewage dis- 
posal works. H. Wainwright, S., 64, Cheshire- 

st., Market Drayton, Salop. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 2. 
Thingoe R.D.C.-—Construction of Ixworth 
sewerage and sewage disposal, contract No. 1. 
Lemon & Blizard, 59, Tufton-st.. S.W.1. Dep. 


£3 3s 
DECEMBER 3. 
Cannock R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Hunt- 
ington estate. E. & S., Council Offices, Penk- 
ridge, Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 


etc,, at 
Estates 


Work 
tion with 


Drayton " 
12-in. stoneware pi 


DECEMBER 6. 

North Devon Water Board.—Laying and joint- 
ing of approx. 4,270 lin. yds. of 4in. dia. and 
1,020 lin. yds. of 3-in. dia. spun-iron pipes, etc., 
and construction of small brick Rumphiouse. 
Rofe & Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., § 

£2 2s. (by cheque). 

North Devon Water Board.—Laying and 
jointing of about 6,400 lim. yds. of 4-in. dia. 
and 1,140 lin. yds. of 3-in. dia. spun-iron pipes, 
etc., and construction of smal! brick pum se 


and conerete suction tank. Rofe & Raffety, 3, 
Victoria-st., S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. (by cheque). 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Friars.—L.C.C. sanctioned loan of 
£146,657 to B.C. for acquisition of Tyneham-rd. 
site and erection thereon of 4 blocks of flats. 

.—Scuoo..—L.C.C. to acquire site 
at Peckham-rd. for erection of school of arts 


*Keneington.—Fusrs.—M.H. 
~~ LATS.— 
sory purchase order for Cathcart-rd. 
— B.C. will erect flats. 
—Hovsine.—L.C.C. 
sites at ampden- hill for housing. 
Kensi .— Hovetna.—L.C.C. to 
or-gdns. for housing. 
a MousINe. —L.C. 
at Avondale-rd. for housing. 
Leyton.—Houstne.—T.C. propose to acauire 
134-142, Hainault-rd. for housing pu 
_—Frats.—B.C. to erect block of <) 8 
storey flats at Teviot-st. 
Poplar.—Hovsine.—B.C. propose to acquire 
land at Sutherland-rd. area for hone 
_Wandsworth.— Restaveant.—L.C erect 
ay 5 restaurant at Clapham Park-rd. 
or 
West Ham.—Resvi.pinc.—Of 20 and 23, Tidal 
Basin-rd. Architects, Grace and Farmer, 3, 
Wardrobe-court, E.C.4, 


confirmed compul- 
site on 


to acquire 2 
acquire 2 


sites at J 
. to acquire site 


T.6.—Public 


i 

dy 
aM 
i“ 
i 
is 


a ee tae dae 








(PROVINCIAL) 


Bexhill-on-Sea.—Rebuilding as 9 flats of 13-17, 
Jameson-rd. Architects, Eric Lyons & G. Paul- 
son Townsend, 74, Bridge-st., East Molesey, 


Surrey. 

Bill m-Tees.—T.C. to build 78 houses. 
Architects, Kitching & Co. 21, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough. 

Blackburn.—-T.C. approved :—6 houses at &t. 
James’-pl. and 8 houses and 12 lock-up garages 
at Monmouth-rd. and Ronald-st., for Excelsior 
Joinery Works, Lid., 33. Copy Nook; houses 
at Bank Hey-la. for R. Matthews, 37, Brown- 
hill-st., Wilts—T.C. propose prim. sch. at 


an-rd 
Ltd., 481, 
propose 3-storey 


.—Lawrence & Hilton, 
Waterloo-rd., South Shore, 
extension at Waterleo-rd. | 

Brighouse.—T.C. to acquire land at Deep-ia., 
Clifton, for erection of 20 houses and land at 
Granny Hall-park for housing purposes. 

C. propose girls’ high school at 
estate. 

Cheimsford.—Alierations to County Motor 
Works, Duke-st., E. R. Collister, 6, London-rd. 

Chesterfieid.—M.O.W. propose alterations to 
head post office, for P.M.G. 

Lawton (Staffs).—Building Cttee. pro- 
pese central to hall. 

Cov —E.C. propose:—Prim. sch. at 
Keresley Grange at £100,000; third stage of 
reinstatement of King Henry VIII school at 
£20,000. , 

Darlington.—T.C. approved erection of factory 
for repair of public service vehicles at Haugh- 
ton-rd. for D. T. Todd, bus proprietor, Market- 


pi. 
Gateshead.—E.C. to build kitchen and dining- 
hall at Redheugh-rd. school. Architect, H. J. 
Cook, B.A., Town Hall. : ; 

Gillingham.—B.C. negotiating with C. J. 
Howard & Sons, Ltd., builders, 334, High-st., 
Chatham, for houses at Hawthorne-ave. 

Heywood.—Col. C. E. Hartley, Crimble Hall, 
proposes development of Crimble Hall estate 
for 300 houses. 

Hull.—M.N.I. negotiating for site at Ferens- 
way for permanent offices. 

Lincoin.—M.E. approved prim. sch. at Boul- 
tham and viens A sch. at Monks-rd. by C.C., 
who are urging Ministry to allow building of 
stc. sch. at Boultham Moor. 

J. L. Griffiths, 14, Castle-st., is 
architect for eg at Rose-pl. 

Lianfairfechan . B. Williams 
bungalows at Plas Uchaf estate. 


Ivy 


proposes 


gridge.—U.D.C. propose public hall at 
£15,000. 
Luton. — Hunting Aviation Management, 


Ltd., Luton Airport, Beds, propose 24 houses at 
26-72, Eaton Vailey-rd., for key employees. 
—T.C. received sanction 


Mi ¥ to 
build 250 houses. 


Middieton.—Lancs E.C. propose county sec. 
sch. at Moorside estate. 
Newcastie-under-Lyme.—T.C. approved bun- 


alows at Poplar-ave., Cross Heath, for F. J. 


ackson (A. P, Lovatt, arch., Hanover-chbrs., 
Brunswick-st.). 
North Shieids.—Tyne. Improvement Commis- 


Architects, Marshall 
ouse, Blackett-st., New- 


sion to build workshops. 
& Tweedy, Grainger 
castle. 

Northumberiand.—Pithead baths to be built 

at Weetslade Colliery. Plans by Mauchlien & 
Weightman, Saville-row, Newcastle. 
6.0. to build following schs. in 
1949 :—Barton-Bayswater Rise county sec. sch. 
and county prim. sch.; New Marston nursery 
sch.; Headingdon nursery sch.; and Cheney-la. 
county sec. sch. 

Piymouth.— Negotiations for site for premises 
at Cattledown Industrial Estate in hand by 
Stuarts Photo Services, Lid., Higher Rose-row, 
Redruth, Cornwall. 

Reading.—G. Chandler, 71, Oak Tree-rd.. 
applying for sanction to build 20 dwellings at 
Oak Tree-rd. 

Rochdale.—T.C. approved :—Additions at Dew- 
hirst Farm for H. Greenwood ; additions at Sykes 
Hotel, Sykes-st.. for Dutton’s Blackburn 
Brewery Co., Ltd., Salford, Blackburn. 

Rowley Regis.—Staffs E.C. propose prim. schs. 
at Wallbank, Park-rd. and Oakham. 

Standish.—C. of E. and R.C. Authorities pro- 
pose new schools. 

Stockton.— Durham C.C. to negotiate for site 
at Darlington-la., Stockton, for proposed county 


school. 
Methodist 


Stockton Heath.— Synod of 
Gane propose Methodist church at Walton- 


Sromtretge— Ee P. J. Bierings, P.P., 

Church of Our Lady and All Saints. proposes 

senior sec, sch. : 
.—Extension to 


£100,000 at site adjoining 
proposed E.C. 


opr! i cm, ol fa 
aged Teo. Saige ing con- 
glee Bley 3, Mater & Son 
oe io teeta pa version of premises 


technical college at 
Priestman library 


aged people. 
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West Hartiepool.—T.C. approved in principle 
poposal for £30,000 ballroom at York-rd. 

Wexham.—L.C.C. to acquire site at Wexham 
for housing. 

Winwick.—Canon Kk. M. Hunter, rector, and 
P.C. of St. Oswald’s Parish Church, propose 
church hall at £10,000. 


TENDERS 

* Denotes accepted, 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

; Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 

_ Accri .—New Huncoat electricity generat- 
ing station, for British Electricity Authority 


(North Western Div.), British Electricity 
House, Wilmslow-rd., East Didsbury, Man- 
chester. Consulting Engineers, Kennedy & 
Donkin, 12, Caxton-st., S8.W.1. Foundations: 


*J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., 12, Buckingham Palace- 


gdns., 8.W.1. 
A .—32 houses at Bidford-on-Avon, ter 
R.D.C. Francis B. Andrews & Son (A.), 95 


Colmore-row, Birmingham 3: *C. Locke & Son, 
Alcester-la., Bidford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, 
£47,632. 

Barking.—42 flats, for B.C.: *Direct Labour, 
£60,966 (revised estimate). 

Bayswater.—Rebuilding 51-53, Ossington-rd. 
Architect, R. Jelinek-Karl (L.), 22, Chancery- 
la., W.C.2: *Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd., 11, 
Buckingham Palace-gdns., 8.W.1. 

Belfast.—500 houses, etc., for Whitehead De- 
velopment Corporation. E. Prentice Mawson 
(F.), 65, Church-st., Lancaster: *McGrath 
Bros., Ltd., Lislea-dr., Belfast. 

Bi .—Six bungalows and 58 houses at 
Braddocks Hey estate, for U.D.C. W. J. Ven- 
ables (L.), Dane House, West-rd., Congleton, 
Ches: *S. W. Salt, 260, High-st.. Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent (6); *Roberts & Butler, Ltd., 
Rupert-st., Biddulph, nr. Congleton (58). 

Biackburn.—16 houses at Billington-gdns., for 
R.D.C. W. Johnston, architect, 42. Wellington- 
st., St. John’s: *James Whittaker & Sons 
(Blackburn), Ltd., Bastwell, Blackburn, £23,332. 

Boiton.—Extensions at Bleachers Mill, Halli- 
well, for R. Ainsworth, Sons & Co., Ltd. Archi- 
tect’s Department, Bleachers’ Association, Ltd., 
Blackfriars House, St. Mary’s Parsonage, 
Manchester 3: *John Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), 
Ltd., Fairclough-st., Bolton.’ 

ournemouth.—Four houses at East Howe-la., 
for T.C.: *Jenkins & Co., 43, Holdenhurst-rd., 
Bournemouth, £1,350 each. 
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Bournemouth.—Completion of three floors of 
branch premises, 61-63, ristchurch-rd., 
for Barclays Bank, Ltd., 54, Lombard-st., £.( 4’ 
Architects, W. Curtis Green, R.A, Son, & 
Lloyd, 5, Pickering-pl., 8.W.1: *Ringmer Build. 
ing Works, Ltd., Ringmer, nr. Lewes, Sussex. 

Brighton.—Works for C.B. D. J. Howe. 
M.LC.E., M.Inst.Mun.E., B.E. & 8S. 26-3, 
King’s-rd. Four shops with flats over, Moulse. 
coomb-way: *Gorham (Contractors), Lid. 4 
The Crescent, Goring-rd.,  Goring-by-Sea, 
£11,231; nine shops with flats over, Garden-ay.. 
*Rice & Sons, Ltd., Molesworth House, Palace 
pl., Brighton, £27,755. 


Brighton.—56 bungalows at  Hollingbur; 
estate, for C.B. D. J. Howe, M-LC.E., Mi. 
Mun.E., B.E. & §8., 26-30, King’s-rd.; *W. H. 
Soper, West Way, Sussex, £76,619. 

righton.—(1) Kitchen and servery at 
Coombe-rd. school; (2) adaptations at 253, 
Preston-rd., for nursery training centre, for 
E.C. P. Billington (A.), A.M.T.P.I. D. J, 


Howe, M.I.C.E., M.I.Mun.E., B.E. & S. Quan- 
tities by_T. Barrett, Esq., F.1.A.8., 12, Grand- 
parade, Brighton. (1): *Crosby & Co., Lid., 
Worthing, £4,073; (2): “*Interiors (Brighton), 
Ltd., £2,118. 

Brighton.—New Primary school at Wooding 
dean, for E.C. P. Billington (A.). A.M.T.P.1. 
D. J. Howe, M.LC.E., M.I.Mun.E., B.E. & S. 
Quantities by T. Barrett, F.LA.S., 12, Grand- 
parade, Brighton :— 


The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
London ... poe fe sai a we £78,505 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., London 78.497 
R. H. Powis, Ltd.. Wembley _... 77,876 
Janes (Builders), Ltd., Slough ... Ry i fle 
F. T. Wilson & Sons, Ltd., Brighton ... 76,671 
Tersons, Ltd., London a ake ee 76,259 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd, 
London ... as ces oF ee we 75,995 
Thorogood & Sons, Ltd., Surbiton ... 75,247 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., S.W.16 ... ee we 74,447 
Richard Cook & Sons (Crawley), Ltd., 
Crawley si ee Rs am .. 74,307 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon... 72,134 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., Goring-by- 
Sea me oe i ard xa -» 72,000 
James Longley & Co., Ltd., Crawley, 
Sussex... ao bie ik rent .. 71,967 
*Walter Lee Construction Co., Ltd., 12, 
Chapel-rd., Worthing ne sea .-. 68,337 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Brighton (withdrawn) 67,052 


Bromiley (Kent).—Extension to workshops at 
Farwig-la., for James Young, Ltd. Architects, 
Adie, Button & Partners, 29, Weymouth-st., 
W.1: *Pearce Bros., Ltd., la, North-rd., 
Bromley. 

Broxbourne (Herts).—New hangar, altera- 
tions to existing buildings, ete., for Herts and 
Essex Aviation Co., Ltd. Architects, Kenneth 
Lindy, Joseph Hill & Partners, 24, St. Mary 
Axe, E.C.2: *Boddy Roofing Co., Ltd., 18, 
Charterhouse-sq., E.C.1. 

Castile Bromwich.—County secondary modern 
school, for Warwickshire E.C. C. H. Elkins 
(L.), a | A., Shirehall, Warwick: *T. Bates 
& Son, td., 51, Warwick-st., Coventry, 
£95,356. 

Cheimsford.—Houses at Melbourne Park 
Estate, for T.C.: *J. Eaton & Sons, Ltd., 2, 
Grove-rd., Southend-on-Sea, £10,344 (8); *S. E- 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., Hill Works, St. Fabians- 
dr., Chelmsford, £19,936 (16). *J. W. Gard, 
Treetops, Danbury, Essex, £7,602 (6); *Brown 
& Leggett. 54, Havering-dr.. Romford, Essex, 
£2,466 (2); *P. E. Gowers, Church,st., Witham, 
Essex, £9,969 (8). 

_Cheimsford.—36 flats with site works, etc., at 
Upper Bridge-rd., for T.C. B.E., 8. & Architect, 
Municipal Offices: *V. G. Selwood & Co., 
Broomfield-rd., Chelmsford, £45,674. : 

Chester.—62 houses at Blacon site, for T.C.: 
*Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Ellesmere 
Port, £75,610 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Clapham-road.—Keconstruction of existing 
premises as service depot, garage, etc., for 
John I. Thornycroft & Co., Ltd., Thornycroft 
House, Smith-sq., S.W.1. W. Leslie Twigg 
(F.), 30, Bouverie-st., E.C.4: *Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd., Grays Inn-rd., W.C.1. 
_ Coulsdon.—Conversion of Woodcote House 
into home for aged people. Curtis Green, R.A., 
Son & Lloyd, 5, Pickering-pl., St. Janves’s-st., 
8.W.1, architect: *Douglas Grant & Partners, 
62, Finsbury-pavement, London, E.C.2 (approx. 
cost, £26,000). 

Darlington.—Offices, garage and boiler-house, 
etc., at Dodsworth-st.: *Edgar Lawson, Ltd., 
Woodlands-rd., Darlington. i 

Dulwieh.—Rebuilding 317-321, Croxted-rd., for 


W.D.C. R. Jelinek-Kar}] (L.), 22, Chancery-la., 
W.C.2: *H. Ainslie & Sons, 97, Burnt Ash-hill, 
Lee, S8.E.12. . 


Dunston-on-Tyne.—Reinforced concrete wharf, 
ash storage bunker, belt conveyor, and grab 
crane and loading tower in connection with 
Dunston “B” Power Station, for British 
Electricity Authority. (North-Eastern Area): 
*R. McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., Carliol! House, New- 


castile-on- e (work in hand). 

East Ham.—Eight flats at Langdon estate. 
for B.C. A. E. Austin. M.B.E., Town Hail, 
E.6, housing . officer: * Co-operative 


Society, Ltd., Works Dept., Parsons Green-la., 
S.W.6, £8,894. 
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Essex.—First stage of Rainham boys’ and 
secondary school, for E.C. Architects, 
Fairweather & Jordan, 28, Wigmore-st., W.i, 
Cousulting structural engineer, L. Turner 5a, 
The Pavement, Grove-rd., Sutton, Surrey: *F. 
Troy & Co., Lid., 131, Great Suffoik- st., §.E.1. 

Essex. —First stage of Little Thurrock boys’ 
secondary school, for E.C. Architect, J. E. K. 
Harrison (F.), 82, York-way, N.1. Co sulting 
struct tural engineer, F. J. Samuely, 15, Adeline- 
pl., Bedford-sq. Meas mS Troy & Co., Lid., 
131, Great Su olk- st., 

Exeter.—Eight orn by Ly 17-24, Meadow-way. 
Architects, R. M. Challice & Son, 4, Queen’s- 
ter, Exeter: *Guppy & Co., 21, Church- st., 
Exeter. 

Friern Barnet.—12 houses at site No. 5, Colney 
Hatch-la., for U.D.C.: *Graham Builders & 
Contractors, Ltd., £15,105. 

Giasgow.— —-Additional buildings at Scottish 
Transmission Station, for B.B.C. Chief Civil 
Engineer, M. T. Tudsbery, M.LC.E.: *John 
Train & Co., Ltd., 30, George-sq., Glasgow, C.2. 

Glasgow. —Church for St. Paul's Parish, Pro- 
a Architect, Thomas 8. Cordiner (A.), 

West George- st., ~agag *John Train & 
co Ltd., 30, George-sq lasgow, C.2. 

Halt .—Three pairs of houses at Bacon 
Garth, Cottingham, for U.D.C.  E., Anlaby 
House, Anlaby. +W. H. Dowell & Son, Kirk 
Ella. 

Hampstead.—Five blocks of 102 flats, laundry 
and oe rooms, pram and bicycle sheds, 

10 


rirls 


store, workshop, etc., at King Henry’s-rd., for 
B.C. Architects, Douglas & J. D. Wood (FF.), 
1, Old Burlington-st., W.1: *W. J. Simms, Sons 
& Cooke, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., W.1. (estimated 
cost, £248,157). 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—12 houses for U.D.C.: 
*Direct Labour (subject to M.H. approval). 

Hetton (Co. Durham).—60 houses at Low 
Moorsley, 16 at Pemberton-st., and roads and 


sewers at Murton-la. and Low Moorsley, for 
U.D.C. P. W. Richardson, 8.: *Direct Labour. 
Horncastie.—12 houses at Tumby Woodside, 


for R.D.C.: *T. Ward, Boston, £17,915. 
Huyton.—County junior and infants’ school, 
Stocksbridge-la., for Lancs E.C. G. Noel Hill 
(F.), County A., County Offices, Fishergate- 
hill, Preston: *E. Taylor & Co., Ltd., Ebor Saw 
Mills, Littleborough, nr. Rochdale, £179,373. 


ipswich.—(1) 32 flats; (2) 12 (3) 16 
flats; (4) six shops and flats; for B.C. (1): 
A. 8. Green, Bolton-la., £35,223; (2): *A. KB. 
Duncan, Digby-rd., £11,904 ; (3) "E. G. Brand, 
Pine View-rd., £15, 357: (4) *V. A. Marriott, 
Lid., Handford-rd. (rest of Ipswich). 
Kensington. —157 flats in six blocks at Porto 
bello-st. site, for B.C. Edward Armstrong (F.), 
architect: *Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., £312,786 
(subject to full loan sanction). 


ats ; 


London.—Alterations and additions at 27, St. 
George-st., W.1. Architect, W. Wylton Todd 
(A.), Millbank House, 2, Gt. Peter-st., S.W.1: 


“Douglas Grant & Partrers, 62, Finsbury-pave- 
ment, London, E.C.2 


don.—War damage repairs, ete., at 5-7, 
King-st., St. James’, for Spink & Sons, Ltd. 
Architects, Braddell, Deane & Bird, 1, Baker- 
st.. W.1: *Robert Hart & Sons, Ltd., 121, Vic- 
toria-st., S.W.1. 

L.C.C.—97 P.B. type flats at South Lambeth 
estate extension :— 

Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... £180,743 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 178,993 

H. Gaze & Sons, 'Ltd., Kingston- 

on-Thames mi id .» 178,186 
Stewart & Partners, ltd., St. ite : 

bone 71,652 
sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co.. " Ltd., 

Holborn .. .-» 165,207 
William F. Blay, “Ltd., Westminster ... 163,554 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., 

Sidcup . 162,941 
Gee, Walker & Slater, ‘Lid., West- 

minster . --- 161,750 
Rowley Bros., ‘Ltd., “Tottenham _ 160,997 
‘Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury 153,919 


Comparable ‘estimate of “director of "housing 
and valuer is £159,441. 

“London (Admiralty). — Rosyth, Dockyard: 
Welding building, The Brydon Construction Co., 

Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, C.2. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over ae week ended October 

Building work: R. G. Carter, Lid., Drayton, 

Norwich. Heating and “hot water installation : 
Edward Deane and Beal, Ltd., London, E.C.4. 
External painting: Spraycraft Co., Ltd., Brom- 
ley, Kent; Clark and ‘Fenn, Ltd., London, 
S.W.4. General maintenance work: E. Clarke & 
Sons, ‘Ltd., Melton Mowbray, Leics. 
(M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
. for week ended October 235 :— : 
London: Rear of Cumberland-ter., Regent's 
Park, Canteen, Holloway Bros. (London), Lid., 
B ridge Wharf, 157, Millbank, S.W.1; Ebury 
Bridge House, S.W.1, Model office accommoda- 
ion, Holland, Hannen and Cubitt, Ltd. 1, 
‘Qneen Anne’s-gate, Westminster; Dorland 
House, Regent-st., Adaptations and redecora- 
ons, Clemens Bros., Li 77, Derby-rd., E.7; 
st. Mary’s Charch Hall, Lansdowne. rd., Totten- 
am, N.17, Alterations and additions, McManus 
« Co., Ltd. 1111, High-st., Wheistone; St. 
\loysius Convent School, Clarendon- -sq., N.W.1 
Kitchen and dining-room, } me S Wethvcteta 
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Ltd., 


127-131, Grosvenor-gdns., 8.W.1. Argyil- 
shire : 


Oban High School, Temporary classrooms, 
J. Anderson & King, Ltd., 163, Hope-st., Glas- 
gow. Carmarthenshire: | Modern Secondary 
School, Liandovery, Temporary school building, 
J. Hayward, 9, College-st., Lampeter ; agg 
Commission, Gilgwyn, House, Evans & Co., 

Factory, Nantgare ig. Ches: Byron’s-st. Central 
School, Macclesfield, Hutted accommodation, 
Barker Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., 20, Chester-rd., 
Macclesfield; Park Royal Secondary School, 
Macclesfield, Hutted accommodation, Barker 
Bros. (Contractors), Lid., 20,  Chester-rd., 
Macclesfield; Norris-rd. Senior Schoo], Sale Moor, 
Hutted accommodation, E. E. Coleban, Ltd., 
Waverley-rd., Sale. Cumberland : Council School,. 
Aspatria, School meals accommodation, John 
Twiname, Ltd., Hill Crest, Brigham, Cocker- 
mouth. Durham: Redworth-st. and Ward 
Jackson Schools, West Hartlepool, Kitchen, 
scullery and dining-room, W. Pearson & Bon, 


Stranten, West Hartlepool. Glam: Craig Cefn 
Parc School, Clydach, nr. Swansea, School 
kitchen and dining-room, D. Davies & Son 
(Builders), Lid., litwen Hill, Pontardawe. 
Gloues; Church End, Gloucester, Telephone re- 
peater station, W heeler & Mansell, Lid., Eves- 
ham, Worcs. Walford Schoo, 


a 
nr. Ross-on-Wye ining-room and _ kitchen, 
Symonds,. Lid., Walford, Ross-on-Wye. Kent: 
Schindler Housing, Canterbury, Ceiling linings 
to first floors, Anderson oe 
Clifton House, Euston-rd., N.V 

Lines: LR.O. & L.V.O., Bativgate, Grimsby, 
Hutted accommodation, c. W. Taylor (Con- 
seectan Lid., 188, lLegsley-av., Grimsby. 
Middz : Nat. Institute of Houseworkters, Deyne- 
court, ‘Harrow, Occupational services, George 
Moss & Son;Lid., Cranleigh Wharf, Lady Mar- 
garet-rd., Southall; Chandos School, Stanmore, 
Temporary schoo] buildings, H. Pickrill, Ltd., 
8, Station-bldgs., Wealdstone. Monmouthshire : 
Eveswell School, Newport, School dining-room 
and kitchen, Hinkins & Frewins, Ltd., Castle 
Works, Rogerstone, Newport. Northumber- 
land: Central Exchange Hotel, Newecastle-on- 
Tyne, Adaptations, Constables (Newcastle), 
Ltd., Groat House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. West 
Lothian: Central School, Blackburn, Bathgate, 
School kitchen, Hepburn Bros., Westfield-rd., 
Edinburgh. Wilts: Salisbury, M.NLIL Building, 
A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, 
Hants. Yorks: Northallerton, Airey houses, 
Edgar Lawson, Ltd., 10, Woodland-rd., Darling- 


on. 
{London (War Dept.).—Works 
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ata by War Dept. for week ended October 


Sussex: Road works, William ‘F. Rees, ait. 
London, S.W.1, Essex : Constabl 
Hart & Co., London, 8.W.1. Berks: Miseel 
laneous work, Liddelow, Ltd. Wembley, Middx ; 
Bituminous flooring, British Bitumen Jmal- 
— Ltd., Slough. Uo. Tyrone: Building work, 

Donegall ‘Building Works, Belfast. 

M ).—Rebuilding of Hollybush, 
Trapps-la. Architects, Louis de Soissons & 
Partners, Pg 9 West, R t’s Park, N.W.1: 
*Limpus & Son, Ltd., 7, Kingston-hill, King- 
ston-on-Thames. 

Maivern.—Alterations at —- Theatre: 
*Martin Wilesmith & Son, £17 

Manohester.—Additions at ctesieaiead Dept., 
Royal Infirmary, Oxford-rd., Choriton-upen- 
Medlock, for Hospital Management Committee. 


Thos. Worthing ont be at 6 ), 178, Oxford- 
r4., “Choriton- n-M edlock * 2 Y. Smith 
(Builders y ost. outh-gr., 
Choriton- apon Medlock, Manchester 13. 

Mi walls and terraci for 
Millwall Focthell's Athletic Cub; Ltd. Archi- 


tects, Archibald Leitch & Partners, 66, Victoria- 
st., s.W.1: *Wates, Lid., 1258-1260, London-rd., 

Norbury, London, 8. W.16. 

Nantwieh.— 28 ‘houses at Acton, Bunbury, 
Hasli Chureh Minshull and Wybun ybunbury, 
fo? R. 0. H. Crabtree, llory-st. : 
Spronston, Weaver House, Seis row, Nant- 
— £4,760 (4): *G. Brookes & Son, Bunbury- 

‘Bunbury, £7,009, and *C. Peake & Son, 


aig nr. Crewe, £7,140 (6 each); *T. 
Platt see nr. Crewe, £14,001 (12). 

teen for Lees Bakeries 
are owrehitects Cackett, Burns Dick & 
McKellar Ellison-pl., Newcastle: *W. W. 
eo Back Hanover-sq., Newcastle. 


Newcastle, Staffs.—14 houses at Stafford-cres., 
for T.C. ©, B. Parkes (L.), Bournville Villa e 


Trust, *s Norton, Birmingham 30: 
Nabney, £7,357 (6); *W. Harrop, 27, Kings 
East, the W Westlands, £9,680 (8). (Bah. a 


Newcastle, Staffs.) 
otherham.—Factory at Fitzwilliam-rd., East-: 
waa es estate, for Disabled Persons’ 


— mace Ltd., 25, Buckingham- 
othe SW: *Hadden Builders, Ltd., 
fo, pring: st., eld. 
“2 iceben at Bodelwyddan, for 
RDO. . O. Evans, 8., Council Offices, n- 
se ‘A. BR. Richardson, Rhyls 
—Alterations and addi- 
tions to premises at Battle-rd., for Holling- 
ton Steam Laundry, Ltd., Architect, J. 8. 
eo 37, De Cham-rd ih. Leonards: *Fryer 
& Son, 6, Cambridge- rd. Hastings, Sussex. 
St. M Works for B.C. Saape. 
tions at 35, 36, 37 and 38, Dorset-sq.: * t 
Hart, 4 121, Victoria- -st., S.W.1, £36,499; 


adaptations at 45, 46, 47. 48 and 49, Beaumont- 
st.: *Allsites, Ltd., 55, Pall-mall, §8.W.1, £8,900. 

Salford.—Houses at Seedley-ter.. Weaste, for 
T.C. W. A. Walker (G.M.). M-Inst.C.E. City 
E.: *A. Cassel & Sons, Ltd., 1-1, Teneriffe-st., 
Broughton, Salford 7. 

Scalby.—County primary school at Newby, 
for North Riding E.C. William Tocker (A.), 
8, Blenheim-ter., Leeds 2: *William Birch & 
Sons, Ltd., Spen-la., York, £56,775. 

Scarborough. —Body repair bay to Crown 
Garage, Esplanade Back-rd., for Tesseymans, 
of Scarborough, Ltd., Vernop- rd. Alderson & 
Allen, 32, St. Nicholas’-st.: *Ernest Hunter 
(Searborough). Ltd., Belle Vue Works, Beacons- 
field-rd., Scarborough. 

Scottish | Housing Association, Lta.— 
Contracts placed for period September 14 10 
October 15 :— 

(i) Site Servicing.—Forehill-rd., Ayr (50 B.L.S.F. 
and 100 Orlit), Hillhouse Quarry Co., Ltd., 
Troon, surfacing footpaths and carriageways 
(part of site only). Sauchenbush, Kirkcaldy 
(48 Weir “ Quality’), Farrans, Ltd., Sauchen- 
bush, Kirkcaldy, site servicing (extension of 
contract). 


(ii) House Erection—Drumpelier-ave., Coat- 
bridge (8 traditional), Cairnhill-rd., Airdrie (10 
traditional), Coatbridge Gas Co.. Lid., Coat- 


bridge, Gas services. Somerset-ave., >, Naan 
(6 traditional), Burgh of Hamilton Gas Dept., 
Hamilton, gas services. Drumpelier-ave., Coat- 
bridge (2 traditional), Louden & Inglis, Calder- 
st., Coatbridge, all trades (extension of con- 


tract). Mains of Fintry, Dundee (86 Atholl), 
A. Shepherd & Fencing Co., Meigle. Newton: 
ave., derslie (18 traditional), South West 


Scotiand Electricity Board, electricity services. 
Park-rd. South. Bishopbriggs (2 traditional). 
S:W. Scotland Electricity Board, Glasgow. elee- 
tricity services ; ig aes %. ‘Motherwell (92 
cellular concrete, etc.), Tweedie & Co. 
Ltd., 44-82, Bilbao-st., fl fencing and 
hedging. — ke, Airdrie (52 traditional, 
or, A. N. d., 44-52. Bilbao- 


ie & Co., Lt 
MR fousing and hedging. Burnfost, 


Hawick (9 traditional), Alex. Dunn 
Bothwell-rd., Uddingston, supply and build 
in fireplaces. Carfin-st.. New Stevenston (36 
traditional), Durastic, Ltd., 257. W. George- 
st., Glasgow,. floor finish. Falside, ig eanaate 
(3% traditional), Durastic, Ltd., 257, Geo 
st., Glasgow, floor finish. Porchitl -rd., in 
(50 B.L.S.F. and 100 Orlit), Quinton Clark, Ped 


edging. Loganlea, Addiewell, 


Se 
Ce. 
Lo. 


fencing and h 
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Midlothian (18 traditional), James Strang & 
Sons, Bellevue, Poilmont, fencing and hedging. 
Addiebrownhill, Midlothian (42 traditional), 
James Strang & Sons, Bellevue, Polmont, fenc- 
ing and h gins. Arniston, Midlothian (26 
traditional), James Miller & Partners, Ltd., 
George-st., Edinburgh, fencing and hedging. 
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Telegrams: ‘‘ EFEMBE, Holb. London”’ 
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Bilston, Midlothian (76 traditional), James 
Strang & Sons, Bellevve, Polmont, fencing and 
hedging. Loanhead, Midlothian (26 traditional), 
James Strang and Sons, Bellevue, Polmont, 
fencing and hedging. Addiebrownhill, Mid- 
lothian (42 traditional), Alexander Dunn, Ltd., 
Bothwell-st., Uddingston, supply and build in 
rates. Glenurquhart, Inverness (4 traditional), 
acdonald & Macgregor, Inverness, excavator, 
mason and brick. Glenurquhart, Inverness 
(4 traditional), Wm. MacLean, Beauly, car- 
penter and joiner. Glenurquhart, Inverness (4 
traditional), D. Matheson & Sons, Inverness, 
plumber; James Baigrie, Inverness, plaster and 
cement; Wm. MacLean, Leith, slater and 
roughcast; Thos. Tulloch, Inverness, painter; 
The Highland Glazing Co., Inverness, glazier. 
Coalgate Park, Tranent (38 additional), Duras- 
tic, Lid., Glasgow, floor finishing. 
iok.—Eight bungalows at Manor Hall 
(Park Way) for U.D.C. E. & S., Town Hall: 
*R. A. Gates, Ltd., 42-44, Brunswick-rd., Shore- 
ham-by-Sea, £7,398. 

Staffs.—(a) Kitchen and dining-room at Ald- 
ridge C. of E. voluntary primary school; (b) new 
county primary school at Pheasey estate, Great 
Barr, Aldridge; (c) kitchen for Bridgtown 
county primary and C, of E. voluntary primary 
schools, Cannock; and (d) kitchen and dining- 
room at Lichfield Central C. of E. Heer tas d 
secondary modern school, for E.C. A. C. ‘ 
Stillman (F.), architect and 8., County Educa- 
tion Offices, Earl-st., Stafford. Quantities by 
Henry Vale & Sons, 21, Waterloo-rd., Wolver- 
hampton. (a): *L. Dainty, Ltd., Little Aston- 
rd., Aldridge, Staffs, £3,463; (b): *J. & F. Woot- 
ton, Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich, Walsall, £52,540; 
(c): *A. & R. Astbury. Watling-st., Bridgtown, 
Cannock, £2,286; (d) *J. R. Deacon, Ltd., Lom- 
bard-st., Lichfield, £2158. 

Stepney.—Tarling-st. housing scheme—second 

rtion, blocks K3, K4 and L2 (113 flats), for 

3.C. B. W. Stuttle (F.), B.E. & 8., London 
Fruit Exchange, Duval-st., E.1:— 

Token Construction Co., Ltd., W.1 ... £172,224 


F. Troy & Co., Ltd., SE1 164,132 
Kent Sussex Contractors, Sidcup ... 162,936 
Co-operative Wholesale Society, Ltd., 

b.1 ads bast ee ae ni ..- 461,643 
M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., Surrey... ... 157,663 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Brentwood ... 155,781 
Rowley Bros., Ltd.. N.17 ... ae . 153,834 
J. B. Rose & Co., Ltd., Folkestone 147,892 
*Tersons, Ltd., 1, Seward-st., Goswell- 

rd., E.C.1 oi sk as ae 146,900 
J. M. Tankel & Co., Ltd., B.1 ... 146,530 


Stockton-on-Tees. — Proposed junior mixed 
school at Darlington-la., for E.C. A. G. Sin- 
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London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 
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clair, Boro’ A., 124, High-st.: *G. Dongil! 
Sons. Chestnut-st., Darlington, £58,100. -* 

Sunderiand.—Reinstatement of Palatine Hotel. 
Architects, W. Millburn, 17. Faweett-st., Sun- 
derland: *Jos. Huntley & Son, Ltd., Marion-st 
Sunderland. a 

jand.—New school at Hendon. Plans 
by J. Murray, Ed. Com. staff architect; *R. §, 
Appleby & Co., Clayton-st., Newcastle. 

Todm .—Warehouse at Cornholme Mills. 
for Hindle Bros. (Cornholme), Ltd. Taylor. 
Son & Platt (F. & A.), 60, Manchester-rd.” 
Burnley: *R. Hindle (Burnley), Ltd., Willow 
a i sin Ray mong ye 

a > eT orks for T.C. J. ¥. Hughes 
M.Inst.C.E., B.S. Extensions to Boro’ Meese, 
urer’s offices: *H. Taylor & Co. (Warrington), 
Ltd., 126, Chester-rd., Grappenhall, Warring: 
ton, £6,136; 46 houses at Dallam Farm estgte- 
*Olough & Gaskell, Ltd., Billinge-rd., Saw Mills, 
Wigan, £53,347. 

_Wigan.—24 houses at Stoney Gate-la. housing 
site, for R.D.C. J. Holding; Surveyor, Council 
Offices, Bank-chbrs., Wallgate: *Leonard Dick- 
inson, Upholland Moor, Upholland, nr. Wigan; 
and “James Gaskell & Sons, Ltd., 21, Gauntley- 
rd., Orrell, nr. Wigan, £27,156 (joint tender). 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 














Boyle's -.z.- Ventilator 
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ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
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W. & M. NEGUS LTD. 
Station Works, 
King James St., S.E.1 
Waterlee 5474 
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